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madn£ss, insanity, lunacy, ph]^enzy^. 
Mental derangement, disordered - 

SPIRITS, distraction. 



X HESE words, even In common convef* 
latibn are amcxig well-bred people nicely 
and cautloufly tifed — with much reflexion 
too, although to a foreign ear they may pot- 
fibly found as if fy nonymous. — ^Yet Italians 
in particular fhould recoiled, that their own 
Cicero is much of the fame opinion with 
our Johnfon, who fays that were we to 
fpeak rigoroufly, perhaps no human mind 
is exadly in its right (late ; becaufe there is 
no man whofe imagination does not fome^^^ 
times predominate over his reafon ; no man 
VOL. II. B who 
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• BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

who can regulate his attention wholly b^ 

his will) and whofe ideas. vidll come and go 

at his command ;*'.tiQ man in whofe mind 

•' • 

airy notions^ do^^^t fometimes tyrannise, and 

• • • 
force hin\ to' nope or fear beyond the limits 

**' '• ••* 
of ifoBcir probability. All power of fancy 
••. 
\\ \Over reafon is a degree of insanity j but 

while this power is fuch as we can controul 
and reprefs, it is not vifible to others, or 
confidered as any proof of mental de- 
rangement : nor can we juftly pro- 
nounce it madness , till it becomes ungo- 
vernable, and influences apparently the 
fpeech or a&ion of the perfon in queflion. 
Qui fit adfeSus (fays the Roman orator,) 
eum dominum efft rerum fuarum vetant 
duodecim tabulae« Itaque non eft fcrip- 
turn fi iN^SANUS, fed fi furiosus efie 
incipit. — For it appears that the laws of the 
twelve tables confidered it as poffible enough 
—and fo it is no doubt — that people may 
go through the coidmon forms of life, and 

its 
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its ftated duties too, in many cafes without 
being confidered as out of their minds at all ; 
yet, to the penetrating eye of Willis, or phi- 
lofophical arrangements of Arnold, would 
foon betray fymptoms of disordered spi- 
rits. A friend once told me in confidence, 
that for two years he durft not ever eat an 
apple, for fear it fliould make him drunk ; 
but as he took care to ailign no reafon for 
his forbearance, and as no man is much {o* 
licited to eat apples, the oddity efcaped ncV- 
tice J and would not have been known at 
this hour, but that he told me many yeafs 
after he had recovered his fenfes to perfec- 
tion, and told it as an inftance of concealed 
INSANITY. The famous Chriftopher Smart, 
who was both a wit and a fcholar, and vi- 
fited as fuch while under confinement for 
MADNESS, would never have had a com- 
miflion of LUNACY taken out againft him, 
had he managed with equal ingenuity— 
for Smart's melancholy (hewed itfelf only in 

B 2 a pre-* 
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a preternatural excitement to prayer, wticff 
he held it as a duty not to contrqul or re^ 
prefs-^tatiftg au pied de la lettre our blefled 
Saviour's injunftion to pray without ctafing* 
—So that beginning by regular addreiTes. af 
fiated times to the Almighty, he went OD 
to call his friends from their dinners, or 
beds, or places of recreation, whenever that 
impulfe towards prayer pteiTed tipon \m 
mind. In every other tranfac^on of life vl^ 
man^s wits could be more regular than thof<r 
of Smart ; for this prevalence of one idea 
pertinacioufly keeping the firft place in his* 
head, had in no fenfe except what imme- 
diately related to itfelf^ perverted his judg^ 
ment ac all : his opinions were unchanged a» 
before, nor did he feem more likely to £Jt 
into a (late of DtsrR action than any 
other man ; Ids fo perhaps, as he calmecS 
every ftart of violent paflEion by flayer*. 
Now^ had this eminently unhappy patient 
been equaUy feized by the precept cf praj^ 
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i^i '» J^cr^f ; as no one would then have 
been difturbed by his irregularities, it would 
have been no one's intereft to watch over 
Of cure them; and the abfurdity would 
poflibiy have confumed itfelf in private, 
like that of my friend who feared an apple 
Oiould intoxicate him. I well remember 
bow after the commiflion was put in force, 
poor fellow ! he got money from the keep- 
ff of the mad-houfe for teaching his little 
Iwys Latiji, — a proof, as vulgar people 
would imagine, that his intellects were 
found ; for mean obfervers fuppofe all 
J4ADNESS to be PHRENZY, and think a 
perfon insane in proportion as he is wild, 
and difpofed to throw the things about — 
whereas experience fliows that fuch tempo- 
rary fufpenlions of the mental faculties are 
oftener conneftcd with delirium than with 
mania^ and, if not encouraged and ftimu- 
lated by drunkennefs, are feldom of long 
duration: whereas in notional and ideal 

B3 MADNESS, 
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MADNES^, particularly the firft, many 
fymptoms are only cunningly fupprefled, 
not cured ; couched like a catara£l in the 
eye, but not eradicated, and ftill perceptb 
ble enough to thofe who make fuch mala-- 
dies their own peculiar ftudy. With regan^ 
to mere ufe of words, I think lunacy 
feems to be the legal term, insanity, and 
fometimes mblancholy, the medical ones ; 
while phrekzy, madness and distrac- 
tion are th^ poetical expreflions of what 

we call MENTAL DERANGEAJENT, or DIS- 
ORDERED SPIRITS, in elegant convcrfa- 
tion. 



MAIN, OCEAN, SEA, 



APPEAR fynonymous, yet are not fo in 
ftridnefs ; — the firft being rather a poetical 

t|ian a converiatioii word, and which ought 

to 
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to be applied even in verfe I think only 
to the Pacific or Atlantic ocean ; becaufe 
MAIN, deriving its etymology folely from 
its bulk and extenfion of parts, Magnus, 
{hould not be applied to the Baltick, the 
Cafpian, or other inferior and inland seas, 
which, fpeaking with geographical exadnefs, 
are rather to be called gulphs and lakes :•— 
and though Milton does fomewhere make 
mention of the CErythrean main, 'tis in an 
early compofition — he grew more attentive 
when he wrote the Paradife Loft. One 
might, however, without imputation of pe- 
dantry, or afiedlation of unulbal correftnefs, 
tell how a friend's only fon had fuch a pat 
fionace defire to go to sea, that undefer'd 
by every argument his friends could poilibly 
urge concerning the well known dangers 
and terrors of the main, which doubtlefi 
tormented their imagination with equal 
force, as hope of change, and confidence 
pf 'conquering thofe perils feduced tho 

B 4 warmer 
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wanner hncj of the bo7,«-he fet nut 
upon a difcovering party, with a fquadioi| 
intended to make die circuit of our Eaitfa, 
and fufiering a variety of haidlhip^ dtf* 
tr^es and ^oigues, at length furrived iafe 
at home, having with difficulty funrived 
the vefTel he let fail in, and having after her' 
fhipwreck been obliged to crofs die gcban 
in a little ikiff, with ihort allowance, and no 
accommodati<xu We hope for his poor mo? 
therms fake he will now coptent himfelf to 
ftay quietly in England, and feek for wealth 
or fame in paths leis perilous : this is the 
more to be expeded as his £aither died two 
years ago, fo that all pleafine in thwarting 
his authority is at an end — for which pur* 
pofe alone many firolicks are committed by 
thoughtlefs youths who run into ruin only 
to prove their fjpirit of independance. 



MALAPERT,* 
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MALAf ERT, SAUCY, IMPERTINENT. 



THE laft of thefe has by corruption be- 
come the common converfation word, and 
turned the firft, y^hich is the proper one, out 
of good company: for by impertinent 
is meimt in ftriiQ: propriety the man whom 
La Bruyere, tranflating the charaders of 
Theopbraftus, calls le Contretems^ who goes 
to fupper with his miftrefs when he hears 
ihe has an aguCi and inveighs againft the 
marriage ftate when invited to celebrate 
a wedding dinner — ^with a hundred fuch 
tricks, the completeft of which in the origi- 
nal feems to be his looking on gravely while 
a gentleman to whom he profefTes friendfhip 
corredls his favourite flave, encouraging 
him to proceed by magnifying the fellow's 
fault, applauding the raafter's attention to 
good difcipline, &c, — till turning fuddenly 

and 
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and (peaking to a flander-bj, he adds : I 
tcx^ juft this very fame method myfclf once 
with the clevereft lad you ever (aw, and he 
ran away from me the next day nor could I 
ever catch hold of lum more : Vm fun Was 
adling precifely in the f^une manner coft m^ 
juft the bell ferv^t I ever had in my life, 
^ow nothing of this perverfenefs i$ rc^ 
quired to form what we at prefent are coiv? 
tent to call impertinence, falfely enough, 
— for the MAl-ApERT mifs,or saucy cham-* 
|)ermaid, often pofFefs (kill fu^q^nt to time 
their fprightly infolence and lively raillery 
reafonably well — that fudden burft of con* 
fident felf-fufficiency, by the vigorous failly 
of which, virtue herfelf may be foinetimes, 
confounded, and learning often feels abafti-. 
cd and overwhelmed ; while the antagonift, 
fafc in her Qwn fex and flation, epjoys the 
triumph of levity, and titters delighted with 
ihc difgrace of her fuperiors. Such feems 
^(3 have been the behaviour of gentlewomei\ 
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Jn Swift's time, — Iiifli ones at Icaft ; an4 
fuch feem likewife the damfels defpibed by 
Mr. Boyle, when Eufebius fays, ** In truth 
good Lindamour I feel my civility as much 
endangered by the company of fuch females, 
however beautiful, as is my ghaftity,— -feeing 
that we mufl: ackno^edge it difficult in fuch 
pafecf to coi^trpul that ij)irit of r^rehenfion, 
whiph if let loofe would poffibly more ^ck-r ' 
ly excite their piirth than their refgntmetjt.** 
—Such fair pqes may ftill \k found, with 
diligent fearcH I believe — and to be ferious, 
whoever wifhes to leam the full meaning of 
the wprd malapert, may ftudy the ready 
refponfes of an Englifh mifs, or an luUai^ 
fihambennaid 



MAUCS, 
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MALICE, AlALICIQUSNESS, MALIGNITY, 



THESE words run rather in a climax 
than a parallel : the firft has the fofteft fig- 
ftificatiopL of the three, ^nd conveys fomfj- 
What like an idea of buffoonery mingled 
trith the other more pernicipus ingredients. 
But while ill-educated and naturally coarfe 
people are tempted to laugh at tricks ot 
merry malice, all wifh to be thought in- 
capable of fcrious and intentional malici- 
6USNESS; and even the nM^n who would 
not fcruple to confefs that once in his life 
perhaps he had felt impulfes towards even 
ibis deviation from virtue and from ho- 
nour, provoked by fome perfon who had 
crofled his ambitious defigns, or thwarted 
through MALICE his amorous purfuits — 
would refent a charge of malignity as 
the heavieft of all imputations. For my 

7 owi^ 
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own part I think the whole triumvirate fo« 
hatefu]9 that when I ke babied not difcou* 
raged from playing each other fbme m a« 
Licioys trick, I tremble left fuch tempera 
ihould ripen into diijpofitions of the worft 
fort ; — and if combined with feeblenefs of 
nature, fticw early fymptoms of that vile 
Malignity, which poifons what it caiv* 
not fubdue, and faps the charader it dares 
not to arraign* 



I I Hi t ue gfeaaaaeaeganafe 



MANNERS, MORALS, MORALITY, 



NOT ftridly fynonymous fnre, while we 
fay, the MANNERS of a great people, thq 
MORALITY of an individual, and call a 
book of MORAL3 one which profefles to 
teach either the dodrine or pradice of 
ethicks. In oppofition to religious duties, we 

call 
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call thofe the moral ones which refer td 
die laft fix commandments of the Decalogue, 
and apparently relate to focial life alone, but 
which our Saidour has enforced by ikying 
that njobatfoever you do to thefe my brethren 
you do it unto me — ^by this means conne^ing 
piety with virtue ; while the moraliil is 
made to underftand, that his works — (to 
be received as fuch,) — muft emanate from 
fidth, and be fandified through obedience ; 
and the mere litualift, or enthufiaftic votary 
of religious folitude, is informed, that no 
commutation will be accepted for breach of 
MANNERS. — I know you not (fays pur 
Lord), depart from me all ye workers of 
iniquity. — So carefully indeed has Jefua 
Chrift provided to keep entire this union 
which bigots and fcepticks alike Ubour to 
dcftroy, that one may obferve throughout 
tlic whole biography, how his mofl flriking 
and immediate rewards were beflowed on 
tliofc who cxcelle4 in faith, his heavieft 

judgments 
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judgments denounced on thofe whofe con- 
dud ran counter to morality. 



MARRIAGE, WEDDING, NUPTIALS. 



"ALTHOUGH thefe are all common 
convetfation words, they can fcarcely be 
tied {ynonymoufly. There is a treaty of 
Carriage going forward in fuch a family, 
&y we, and I expedt an invitation to the 
MTfiDDiNG dinner, as 'tis reported the pa- 
rents are difpofed to celebrate thefe NtJt- 
TiALS with great feftivity, and very few 
fiends of the family will be left out. 

Meantime our great triumph over fo- 
reigners, who vifit us from warmer climates, 
'^ in the fuperior felicity of our married cou- 
ples ; nor do I praife thofe fuperficial writers 
^ho fo lament the infidelities committed 

^mong j/j— in papers which carried to the 

Continent 
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Contllient tend tb make tlxem believe liieti 
is no more conjugal attachment in Britain^ 
than at Genoa ot Venice. — Ttuth is, we 
find in all great capitals an ill example fet 
by a dozen women of diflindion who give 
the ton as 'tis called ; and with regard to 
fuch, London confcfTes her fliare : — yet U 
the mafs of middling people left untainted } 
and even among our nobility, thbfe of the 
firft fortune and dignity in England liv6 
with an Arcadian conftandy and true aSec-^ 
tion, fuch as can very rarely happen in na*^ 
tions where a contrary condudl ii neithef 
puniihed by tlie Legiflatufe, nor cenfured 
by Society ; for there is no need to rcfolve 
virtue and vice into cffe£l of climate^ unlefs 
we are fuppofed to improve or degenerate 
like animals which whiten as they approach 
the Pole— human nature will go wrong if 
religion forbears to reftnun, and govern* 
mcnt n€^le£ts to puni(h. 



tlATtJRITt 
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MATURITY AND RIPENESS 



ARE each of them converfation words^ 
but we ufe the firft chiefly as a figxire of the 
fecond, and apply it fomething more feriouf^ 
ly. — If you gather fruit (fay we) in fuch a 
ftate of exceffive ripeness that your fin-» 
gers are in danger of breaking them during 
the operation, they never can be expeded 
to (land the procefs of preferying ; becaufe 
when parts will admit no more expan- 
fion, the very brandy you put to keep them, 
will caufe them to burfl : in like manner 
will a wife man put his intents or fchemes 
in execution before they arrive at that full 
maturity which is likely tP bring for- 
ward a difcovery at the very inftant of pro- 
jedHon^ and ruin his defign in its crifis. 



VOL. II, C ' MAZE, 
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MAZE, LABYRINTH, PERPLEXITY. 



*rHE curious ftru£lurcs formed of old la 
Egypt, Crete, and ages afterwards in TuT- 
canj, by Porfenna, haVe given the two 
firft of thefe words to every modem lan- 
guage as a fynoriyme for the third. They 
have now none but a figurative fenfe, I 
think; becaufe a labyrinth conflniiSed to 
puzzle in a garden, is confidered, and juftly^ 
as a childifli plaything — I know of no fuch 
trifle in any Engllfh pleafure ground, un- 
lefs that left flanding in Hampton-Court 
Gardens be confidered as one; proof of 
King William's Dutch tafle — And why is it 
fo confidered ? merely becaufe it is impoffi- 
ble for fuch a MAZE to be made, in the pre* 
fcnt fituation of life and manners, large 
enough to anfwer the real purpofcs of con- 

cealment 
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ctelinent and myfteiy, which would talte 
tip a fpace of twenty miles in circumference, 
and might be appropriated to ufes^ or at 
leaft be liable to fufpicions^ of a terrifying 
nature. In old ariftocratic days, and in 
femi-barbarous nations^ grofs violations of 
every virtue lived unnoticed, and died 

away undete*Eked, from the permiilion man* 
kind tacitly gave to every idea of privacy 
and feclufion : where man unwatched by 
man, brutified for very want of obfervance ; 
talents languifhed for lack of cultivation ; and 
while rich minds were fufFered to run over 
with weeds, poor ones perifhed in their ori- 
ginal naked nefs, from that cold which never 
if^as thawed by confolatloin. It is, however, 
worthy to be remarked, that upon quitting 
this dark labyrinth, wc find ourfelves 
fuddenly traafported into a broad light fo 
(Irpng and violent that our eyes, unable to 
contend with its power, are dazzled into 

C 2 PERPLEXITY, 
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PERPLEXITY^ little left dangerous than the 
tenebrous flate we left behind : while every 
petty tranfa^on is torn forth and expofed 
to public view; lives of our neighboxuv 
written before they are ended, and letters 
of our own publifhed and fdd to our very 
felves; anecdotes of one another become 
the only reading, and, true or falfe, are now 
the welcome exchange for money, time, 
and peace. But furely the reverfe of wrong 
is not right, while truth and common fenfc 
lie in the middle way ; and he who wilful- 
ly drives his Pegafus out of that path, wil 
in time fire the world about his ears, lik 
Phaeton when he negleded the precepts i 
his parent Apollo, ruler of defiinj^ that £i 
fo wifely, 

Medio tutiflimus ibis, 
Neu te deiterior tortnm dedinet in angueMf 
Neve Giiiderior pceflam rota ducat nd mram % 
, Jtaer utrumqt4i tcnc. 

^ MEI 
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MtLODY, HARMONY, MUSICK. 



THESE terms are ufed as iynonymes 
only by people who revert not to their deri- 
vation ; when the lad is foon difcovered to 
contain the other two, wlule the firft means 
merely the air — or, as Italians better exprefs 
ity Ja cantilena — becaufe our very word me- 
lody implies boney-fweet Jinglng^ mellifluous 
fucceilion of fimple founds, fo as to produce 
agreeable and fometimes almoft enchanting 
eSedl. Meanwhile both co-operation and 
combination are underftood to meet in the 
term harmony; which, like every other 
fcience, is the refult of knowledge operating 
upon genius, and adds in the audience a 
degree of aftonifhment to approbation^ en- 
riching all our fenfations of delight, and cluf* 
tering them into a maturity of perfedlion. 

C 3 MELODY 
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Mlody is to HARMONY what iniio« 
cence is to virtue : the lafl could not exift 
without the former, on which they arc 
founded ; but we efteem him who enlarges 
fimplicity into excellepce, and pri^e the 

opening chorus of Acis and Galatea b(oyon4 
the Voi Amanti of Giardini, although thi^ 
lafl*named cpmpofitioti is elegant^ and the 
other vulgar. 

Where the original thought, however^ 
like Corregio's Magdalen in the Drefdeqi 
Gallery fejt round with jeyrjels, is loft in the 
blaze of accompanimpn|:, our lofs ^s the leis 
if that thought fhould be fomewhat coarfe 
or iAdelicate; but MpaipK of this kind 
pleafes an Italian ear far lefs th^ do Sac- 
chini*s fwectly fopthing |4£LOpi£S, never 
overlaid by that fulnefs of harmony with 
which German compofers fometimes per« 
plex inftead of informing their hearers. His 
chorufTes in £ritile» though nothmg deficient 

either 
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either ia richneiB or radiance, are ever trani^ 
parent ; while the charming fubjef): (not an 
inftant loft to view) reminds one of fomi 
fine ihell coloured by Nature's hand, but 
feen to moft advantage through the clear 
waves that waih the coaft of G^romandel 
when mild monfoons are blowing. With 
regard to musick, Plato faid long ago, that 
if any confiderable alteration took place in 
the MU SICK of , a country, he ihould, from 
that fingle clrcuraftiuice, prediA innovation 
in the laws, a change of cuftoms, and fub- 
verfion of the government. Rouffeau, in 
imitation of this fentiment, which he had 
probably read tranjtated ds well as myfelf, 
adhially foretold it of the French, without 
acknowledging whence his ideafprung; and 
truly did he foretell it " The French,'^ 
fays he, " have no musick now — nor can 
have, becaufe their language is not capable 
pf muHcal expreflion ; but if ever they do 

C4 get 
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get into a better ftyle— (which they ccr* 
fainly foon did, changing LuUi and Rameau 
for Gluck and for Piccini) — tant pU 
pour eux.^^ 

RoufTeau had indeed the fate of CafTan* 
dra, little lefs mad than himfelf ; and Biu> 
pey juftly obfervcd, that it was ftrange a 
nation fo frequently accufed of volatility 
^d caprice, ihould have invariably mani* 
j(efted a fteady perfeverance and conftancy 
to one particular tafle in this art, which the 
ftrongeft ridicule and contempt of other 
countries could never vanquiih or turn out 
of its courfe. He has however lived to fee 
them change their mode of receiving plea^ 
fure from this very fcience ; has feen them 
accompliih the predidions of RoufTeau, and 
confirm the opinions of Plato j feen them 
murder their own monarch, fet fire to their 
own cities, and blaze themfel ves * away — a 
wonder to fools, a beacon to wife men. This^ 

example 
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fx^mple has at leaft fared to ihcw die ufi: 
of thofe three words which occalioned (b 
long a ijpeculatloiu Melody is chiefly ufe4 
Ipeaking of vocal musick, and harmont 
means many parts combining to form comN 
pofition. Shall I digrefs in faying that thi« 
latter feems the genuine tafte of the Englifh^ 
who love plenty and opulence in all things ? 
Our MBLODIES are commonly vulgar, but 
we like to fee them richly dreft ; and the 
late fiily humour of liftening to tupes made 
upon three notes only, is a mere whim of 
the moment, as it was to dote upon old bal« 
lads about twenty or thirty years ago ; it 
will die away in a twelvemonth — for iim- 
plicity cannot pleaft without elegance : nor 
does it really pleafe a Britiih ear, even when 
exquifitely fweet and delicate. We buy 
Blair's Works, but would rather (ludy War*? 
burton's ; we talk of tender Venetian airs^ 
but oiu: hearts acknowledge Handel. Mean- 
time 
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time 'tis unjufl: to ^y that German MVSICK 
is not expreflive ; when the Italians fay fo 
they mean it is not amorous : but other af- 
fections inhabit other fouls ; and furely the 
laft-nam^d immortal compofer has no rival 
in the power of exprei&ng and es^citing fub« 
time devotion and rapturous fentiment. See 
his grand chorus, Unto us a Son fs born^ &c, 
PleyeFs Quajtettos too, which have all fome-« 
what of a drum and fife in them, exprefs 
what Germans ever have excelled in — regu- 
larity, order, difcipline, arms, in a word, war; 
When fuch musick is playing, it reminds 
one of Rowe's verf?s which fay fo very 
truly, that 

The found of arms (hall wake aur martial ardour| 

And cure the amorous ficknefs of a foul 

Begun by doth and nurfed with too much eafe« 

The idle god of love fupinely dreams 

Amidft inglorious (hades and purling (breams \ / 

In rofy fetters and fantaftic chains 

(Ic binds deluded maids and (im]ple fwains \ 

WiOi 
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^th foft enjoyment wooes them to forget 

The hardy toils and labours of the great : 

But if the warlike trumpet's loud alarms 

To virtuous a£ls excite, and .manly arms^ 

The coward boy avows his abje£l fear, 

SuUime on lilken wings he cuts the airj 

Scaled at die noble noife and thi|nder of the war. 

> 

What then do thofe critics look for, who 
lament thac German musick is not co^prcf^ 
Jive f They loek ior plaiotive founds mean( 
tp nu/e tender emotions in the bread; and. 
thi^ is the peculiar provinjre of >i£loby — , 
which, like Anacreon's lyre, vibrates to 
amorous touches only^ and refounds ynxh 
np^jing but love. Of this fpvereign powq:^ 

To take the -prifon'd foul, and lap4t in Eljfimn, 

It^y has long remained in full pofleflion ; 
the Syren's coaft is ftill the refidence of 
melting foftneis and of fweet feduflion. The 
MUSICK of a nation naturaHy reprefents that 
Ration's favourite energies, pervading every 
fought and every aSion ; while even the 
^ devotioq 
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devotion of that warai foil b tendernefs, aoC 
iublimity ; — ^and cither the natives imprefs 
their gentle fouls with the contemplation of 
a Saviour newly laid, in innocence and 
infant fweetnefs, upon the fpotlefs bo« 
fom of more than female beauty — or 
tik rack their foft hearts with the afflid- 
ing pailions ; and with eyes fixed upon a 
bleeding crucifix, weep their Redeemer's 
human fuSerings, as though he were never 
to re-affume divinity. Meantime the piety 
•f Lutherans foars a fublimer flight ; and 
when they fet before the eyes of their glow* 
ing imagination Mefliah ever blelTed, they 
kindle into rapture, and break out with 
pious tranfport, 

Halklujah! for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, &c. 

Tbej think of him that fitteth high above the 
heavens, begotten before all worlds ! 



Effulgtnci of the Father! Son beloved! 



With 
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With' Aich imprdnons, fuch eno^es, 
fuch lofpiration — MUton wrote poetry, axul 
Handel compofed music k« 



MISTAKE, ERROR, MISCONCEPTION. 



WHOEVER thinks thefe words ftriaiy 
fynonymous will find himfelf in an error ; 
while he who fays he wandered out of his 
way between London and Bath, from mere 
MISCONCEPTION, makes a comical mis- 
take — for he only committed an error 
in neglefting to punifli thofe who turned 
him out of the right xodAfor a joke. Thefc 
are the niceties of language. that books never 
teach, and converfation alone can eflabliflu 
Let foreigners however fettle it in their 
minds, that the word firft ufed in this cata- 
3 logue 
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logue of falfe appf ehtrtfion, is ufed when-one 
man or one thing is taken for another : the 
fecond applies much wider, and we fay it of 
all who deviate from the right path, whether 

that deviation is or is not caufed by a mere 
MISTAKE : the latter feems lefs an adt of 
the will than either of the other two ; 'tis- 
more a perverfidn of the head than any thing 
elfe, and its refiftance againft conviftion car- 
ries with it fomewhat laughable. A noble- 
man, for inftance, employing his arctiteft 
to fliew him the elevation of a houfe he in- 
tended to build, the artift produces a draw- 
ing made with Indian ink. Th|s is no bad 
form of a houfe, fays my lord, but I don't 
Kke the colour — my houfe fhall be wbife. 
By all means, replied the builder, this is a 
white hoi^e. No, this is black and white, 
methinks— evidently fo, indeed — and ftriped 
abdut fomehow in a way that does not plcafe 
xae. Oh dear 1 no fuch thing, my lord — 

the 
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the houfc will be white enough. That I 
don't know, Su:; if you contradidl my 
fcnfes ftow^ you may do the {^Lmttben : but 
my houfe fhall not be patched about with 
black as this paper is— it fhall be all clean 
Portland ftone. Doubtlefs, my lord ; what 
you fee here is perfectly wbiu^ I aflure you* 
You are an impudent fellow (anfwers the 
proprietor), and endeavour to impofe upon 
me, becaufe I am not converfanc in thefe 
matters, by perfuading me that I do not 
know black from white ; but I do know an 
honeft man from a rogue — fo get about 
your bufinefs diredly, no fuch fhall be my 
architeft. 

This was misconception. When the 
faux Martin Guerre came to France from 
India, and took poffeflion of the houfe, lands, 
wife, &c. of a man whom he flrongly re- 
fembled, and who, by four or five years ab- 
fence from his family, was fo forgotten by 

them 
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them that neither brother nor fifters found 
out the impofture — their carcflcs and obedi- 
ence, their rents and profits were all intended 
to the perfon of another man, and were only 
paid to him by a fatal but innocent mis- 
take. But when the jury condemned a 
man wholly unconcerned in the bufmefs to 
fuffer for a crime one of themfelves had 
committed, nor ever found out that good 
evidence was wanting to prove his guilt, till 
the real perpetrator of the murder owned it 
himfelf in private to the judge — they aded 
with too little caution and delicacy, and have 
been always juftly cenfured for the £RR0R# 
The fads are all acknowledged ones. 



MOB< 
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MOB, POPULACE, THE LOW PEOPLE, THE 

VULGAR ; 



DENOMINATIONS by which fevc- 
ral conditions of men delight in defcribing 
thofe below them in regard to talents, birth, 
or fortune: — the great vulgar and the 
finally fays Cowley, fpeaking of ignorant 
perfons; but we commonly, apply it to thofe 
whofe coarfenefs of manners and meannefs 
of behaviour preclude them jfrom admiffion 
into elegant or civil fociety. And fo true 
is this poiition, that defcent, however illuf- 
trious, will not be found fufiicient to keep 
perfons out of low life and company who 
have an innate propenfity as it were towards 
debaiing themfelves ; witnefs fome unhappy 
females, who, although highly bom and de- 
cently educated, are contented to lead and 

VOL. II. D finifh 
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finifh their lives amongft the dregs of fb« 
ciety, apparently fiom original tafle. 

Meantime nothing is fo offenfive to Eng- 
lifh men or women in general (for exceptions 
only ferve to prove the rule), as to be rated 
among the low psopls or the vulgar, 
confcious that every native di our happy 
country may die a gentleman if he vnll but 
leam to live like one. Even thofe whom 
every foul but themfelves count as members 
of the POPULACE, wifh not to be thought 
fuch ; but, if touched on that firing which 
vibrates at the word honour or genteel be- 
ha^our, will fpeedily join in defpifing a 
MOB, and unite themfehres to that party 
winch boafts better education. It is indeed 
a proof of the vilcft depravity when man is 
fo far debafed as to delight in his own mean« 
nefs, and fay with the French, for whom 
that bafenefs was referved. Long live tbe/ans-^ 
culottes ! We will however hope better il- 
7 luminatioa 
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iumination even to fhem ; and as 'tis the fiift 
chara£teriftic of their fed to be unftable, the 
old grammatical axiom may end perhaps at 
laft in a maxim of politics^ when i(ft (bj^ 
Neutmm moi/o^ mas modg fuzous. 



MOICEY, CASH, COLE, ASSETS, READY RIND, 

CHINK, CORIAND£RS| 



FO RM a ftring of hateful words«-f7no« 
nymous enough, however, or nearly fo, in 
the vulgar and defpicable diale£l of coarfe 
traders in the hour of merriment ; but to be 
ever feduloully avoided by thofe who mean 
to be thought eminent for choice of phraie 
and elegance of converfation. The firft is^ 
After idl thefe heavy denunciations, a nece(« 
£uy and proper term, when buiinefe comet 
to be ierioufly ipoken upon : the fecond is 
always pert and pedantic^ unlefi ufed in its 

D 2 native 
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native foil, the banker's (hop, where it means 
coin^oppofedto notes; fuch money as may 
be kept in a caisse or flrong-box, is pro- 
perly and from that derivation juftly deno- 
minated CASH. The fourth word on tlus 
unpleafing lift is likewife of French etymo- 
logy, and belongs rather to the cant of law- 
yers than of merchants. When a man dies, 
his executors and their attorney begin to en- 
quire if he has left assets (meaning ASSEz) 
fuflScient for payment of legacies, debts, 
dues, &c. : The others are nothing better 
than a mere jargon of fchool-boys, 'prentices, 
&c. and fo furely are thefe terms excluded 
civil fociety, and fo attentive muft foreign- 
ers be never to pronounce them, that I am 
confident a nobleman would fcruple to in- 
troduce the beft recommended fon. of his 
own beft friend in England, to Sir William 
Hamilton or Sir Robert Murray Keith at 
Naples or Vienna, ihould the youth in his 
firft vifit give my lord to underiland that hfi 

" took 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 37 

*• took care not to fct out from home with- 
out having touched the colb^ provided the 
RBADr RiNOy and tipt Old Squaretoes for 

the CORIANDERS.^^ 

m 

Nothing is fo certain a brand of beggary 
in our country as coarfe and vulgar lan- 
guage. We know almoft the llreet a man 
reddes in here at London — at leafl: the com- 
pany he has kept — by a peculiar drain of 
difcourfe, which though endurable enough 
fo long as the talk is ferious, relapfes into 
wretchednefs the moment a jeft is attempt- 
ed. I have heard Dr. Johnfon fay there was 
fuch a thing as a city voice— a city laugh 
there is« that's certdn, different from that of 
the people who inhabit, and have from their 
youth inhabited, the court end of the town* 

It appears from fome of Martiafs epi- 
grams, meantime, and there are cprroborat- 
mg reafons to believe, that in old times as 
well as now fome waggifh way was always 
adopted by low people, when fpeaking of 

D 3 pecu- 
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pecuniary concerns : and nummi was cei;- 
tainly a cant word at Rome, becjiufe Numa 
firft coined filver^ which he fubftituted for 
the fcraps of leather then in ufe ; and when 
9l fellow filled his bag with nvmmi^ he was 
I truft talking no higher language than he 
who in our country wifhes for the cbink^ 
or boafU his familiarity with king 0£0 roe's 

PICTUEB. 

It may be worth obfervadon^ and has. I 
think been hinted at in the Firft Volume^ 
that to defcribe any thing by Its caufes is 
leis likely to pleafe or be right in conyeiv 
iation than defcribing the fame by its ad- 
jundss and perhaps the Milanefe patois 
owes much of its groflhels to the contrary 
pndice. They call a chair quadrega or 
fiur^ligs ; a fan cre/j^in or crackltng'4bing ; 
the door Pti^ or f be going out place. No 
woAder^ fay my Englifb JSQufers, that this 
dialed: is reckoned a coarfe one : while ^tis 
notorioully a mean phrafc here to afk a 

gentleman— 
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gentlcmaa — •* Well, Sir, how goes your 
Tompicn ?'* meaning—** R-ay wii^ U the 

time o* day by yoyr watch ?'* made poflibly 
by that artift ;. or — ^ Sp, my lady, how 
does. your mqufer f^* to a woman of quality 
if fh^ is fond of a favourite cat» I Ipiow 
opt whether vice and. fplly are half as atjteor 
tiyely avoided by elegant people in Great 
Britain as fuch expreffions ; but this 1 know, 
that 'tis difficult to endi)i;e even virtue and 
wifdom combined with fb much groflhefs. 



•-^hi 



MYSTERY, SACRED OBSCURITY. 



THE firft of thefe is the word for which 
the laft is merely a periphrafis, and both 
feem likely enough to be difcarded in this 
felf-fufficient 'Sige, when examination takes 
place of thankfulnefs, and the fpirit of in« 
vcftigating precludes much of reverence 

D 4 even 
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even to cdeftial invelopment. Our nfh 
and intHiiive philofophy, like Homer's Pap 
troclus, ftrikes even agsdnft the cloud which 
veils Apollo or Deftiny from our nearer 

m 

view, and, fcomhig all that once was reck- 
oned awful, feeks to tear down the very 
branches of that tree, Whofe fruit, even 
when carefully gathered, proved fatal to Uf 
aU. 

Mysteries, like monarchs, are now 
found eafy to get rid of; and indeed thofe 
who firft began to infult Heaven were like- 
lieft above all people to murder an anointed 
Idng. The puniihment of fuch abominable 
(ins is as yet concealed from our eyes in sa- 
cred OBSCURITY ; but not lefs certain is it 
for that reafon — perhaps not leis nean 



WAMB^ 
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NAME, NOUN PROPER, NOMINAL 
DISTINCTION, APPELLATIVE. 



^m 



THE firft of thefc is the word in con^ 
verfation uie, imlels when fome accidental 
combination forces fix)m us one of the others. 
Aa if a perfon Ihould fay — *^ I only called 
the man a Hercules or a Solomon by way 
of APPBLL ATivs, becaufe he is fo eminendy 
wile oi: ftroi^ ; his kam£ is Richard^ I have 
been told : and with regard to his family, it 
has but lately acquired any nominal dis- 
tinction at an, unleis perhaps Norton or 
Sutton wore added by the villagers on hift 
firft ietding there, if tfaey obfenred his com- 
. ing fiiom the north town^ orihcjbutb town^ 
a common reafon enough ; but fomething 
muft be done to fubdivide the word nun$ 
into NOUN PROP£R and noun common. 
So £u: the example* Auguftus Csefar met 

an 
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an ^ (ajs Swift, and he had a lucky name; 

I meet afles enough, continues the merry 

Dean, but they have never lucky names. 

•Us ftrange, howeva*, where onomancy was 

£o much r^ardcd as it was in Rome, that a 

m^u ihould ever hav<e bctrn tempted- to give 

luiki!CMQ^dO ifffilucky one; yet we gndLivy call** 

k^ JItrhfs UnAcr obmBinan^^ ominis mt»^ni 

juddthe name /.j^^ was as unpleafrng to Plau- 

tm» Ednuiad &iikh, otcr attentisire' to antif- 

fpS^t kieqps that name foe the betrayer of 

HippolytiiakLhk Pluedra^ I Kmemb^ ; and 

diece has been ahvays an idea of good hope 

gc^ng whli a napie, however fiich fiuiciet 

asay bt diielaim^ Why elie do Roman- 

iAb ftiU caHtheir ions Evamgtlifta mNatalef 

Nothing can bo more fSui£ele&, fcarce any 

Aing more abfurd; except cbriftening a baby 

Giam^tfM^A, aa diey^do in al! parts of Italy 

ft* ever, without refleding that he might as 

WionaWy be called Gharteiif.,^;,^, or Ak«. 

•ndcrthe ffrro/.thofe beuig- met* appw.. 

lATIVEi 
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LATIVES that agreed only with the partU 
cular individuals on whom they were fid); 
beftowed : and I remember Dr. Johnfon re* 
primanding a lady of his and my acquaint- 
ance for baptizing her daughter Augujla. 
The truth is, puritans who to obtain heaven 
for their young ones give the n a hies of 
HoU-tbe^mtb or Siandrfajl^ are wifer than 
thefe ; and a gentleman of undoubted vera* 
city told me once of a pious friend he had^ 
who promiied if his wife brought him 4 
daughter that year, in which he had received 
ibme (ignal mercy from heaven, that he 
would in gratitude call the girl Mcfopotatma^ 
which is known by thofe who underftand 
Greek to mean the middk of rivers^ otfur^ 
TMjidcd by waters^ and was the n^me of a 
province fo difcriminated. This howeves 
is at worll but idiotifin 2 while the calling 
any human creature Emmanuel or Salvaaor 
is profanation if not blafphemy. Surnames, 
being mere £imily diilindions, take a vrideir 

range,. 
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range, and have fpread ftrangdy fure in 
every ccsiintry— all trades, all colourSt ferv* 
ing for cognomina ; and even appdiationt 
of beafb, birds, and fifhes, which Cambden 
ieems to think were originally figns where 
certain perfons kept fhops, but that nfage is 
by other authors fuppofed to be of later date. 
Men were named from brutes before (igns 
were known, I am told. 

Local names, as Jitld^ rhtrs^ meadows^ 
and the like, are innumerable of courfe; 
and honorary ones not unfrequent — from 
fome of the family having been a bt/bop^ a 
baron^ an earl^ &c. Nor do the fou/briquets 
fail of coming in for their ihare, when the 
firft man of the race was noted for a great 
or broadbead^ or for being armftrong, or was 

r 

(eminent for fome peculiar adlion in war, as 
Sbake^eare^ &c. The firft of thefe in Eng- 
land are almoft all Yorkfhire families origi* 
nally, and bore arms under King Edward 
the Firft, id his contentions with the Welch. 

So 
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So much for Agnomina ; they are common 

in Italy and France like wife. Grojfa T^cjia 

is a Genoefe I think, and Grojfc Tejie may 

I fuppofe be found among the emigrant 

l£rtnc]\—:'Beauregard is a name well known 

among a lower clafs, whence our Goodluk 

changed for motives of intereft to Goodluck. 

Men of higher confideratlon, meantime, 

were commonly named from th«r poifef- 

fions, as Philip de Valois, &c. j and where 

the father was a great man, and boafted 

long defcent of anceftry, famous in their 

province or diflrid):, his fons would count 

backwards up to the fountain-head, in Wales 

by Ap, in ether kingdoms by Fitz, or WitE, 

whence illegitimate progeny not daring to 

do fo, called themfelves Wtlfgn^ or Harrifon ; 

ibmetimes by maironymtcksy as Anfon^ Nel^ 

fm^ &c. ad infinitum. *Tis curious enough 

to fee how very little the methods of clalT? 

ing and naming mankind differ, in difierent 

parts of Europe. Every nation has its Mon- 

8 iieur 
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iieur Boileau, Mn Drinkwigiter, and Signer 
Bevilacquay, and the Spaniards call them 
properly enough Renombres. They indeed 
diflinguifhed (bme families, vtrj old ones 
now, by titles of infamy or iU-Juci, as the 

Romans phrafed it, witnefs Verdugo^ Puta-- 
ntroy and others ; to anfwer which, we hare 
Mr. Baflard and Mr. Coward^ &cc. But Ro- 
manifts change their names when embrac* 
ing a religious order, not unreMonably^— 
for we have now done ((ay they) with 
worldly diftindions; and conformably to 
this I truft (not for the reafon urged by 
Pladna), Pope Seigius fet the example to 
fucceeding pontifis, of difiniflSng for ever a 
KAME to which he could have no fucceffion. 
Mean time Icholars who have had leifure 
and erudition to examine the lai^;uage now 
fpoken in North Wales, and prove it the 
true Celtic, namely one of the primary 
vocal modes after the difperfion of Babel, 
tcU us, after mentioning the affinity between 

that 



BRITISH SYNONYMY- 4f ' 

that and the Hebrew tongue^ that the no* 
MiNAL DisrivcTiOTN. of titans canne from ^ 
Gauliih or Celtic coinpound, tud earth, pro« 
nounced tlt^ and tan fpreading, an overipread« 
ing people ; while Rowlands, the ingenicNto 
author of an Aicheological Di&ourie on the 
Antiquites of Anglefey, called Mona Antifua 
Rtfiaurata^ pretends to (how that theCe Titans 
were the Aborigines of our ifland, not de« 
fcending, as is commonly fuppofed, from 
the ruins of any difgraced or beaten people. 
That Mn Mafon's beautiful ode would lo(e 
the grace of probability might perh^ be 
the word confequence of fuch a fuppoiitioo, 
when he fays 

Haul, thou harp of Phrygian frame ! , 

In years of yore. 

That Camber bore 
From Troy's fepulchral flame : 
With ancient Brute to Briuin's fliore 

The mighty minftrel came. 
Serene upon the burnifli'd prow, 
He bale her manly modes to flow-^ 

Britain 
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Britain heard the defcant bold. 
She flung her white arms o'er the fea» 
Proud in her leafy bofom to unfold 
The freight of Uarmony. 

Rowlands likewife gives U8 to underfland 
how the Utan princes, who overfpread Eu- 
rope with conquefts, were Celts, and Her^ 
cyks no other name than Ercbill a deftrpyer ; 
Jipollo^ afhhaul^ filius folis, and Minerva^ 
menatfan^ inventrefs of weapons. Thb 
▼ery book I believe it is which Swift, who 
loved laughing better than enquiry, ridicules 
in his account of etymology, deriving Archi- 
medes from Hark ye Maids, Alexander the 
Great from All Eggs under the Grate, and 
a hundred more ; the work was originally 
printed at Dublin, incorredly enough, 
about the year 1723. Monfieur le Comte 
de Gebelin certainly had feen it, though I 
know not whether he fpeaks of his obliga- 
tions in his Monde Primttif, nor know I 
what became of that defigt^ for which 

Elmfly 
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Elmdy took in fubfcriptions in the year 
1772 as I remember. 

Mean while Rpwlands' account of the 
patriarch's names in Hebrew is very ftriking, 
and) if it has not been ccHxtradided by men 
4nore learned than himfelf, deferviss admirar 
tion rather than contempt ; as it was pro- 
bably the original reafon why Puritans, who 
ftudy the Old Teftament more than Ro- 
maiufts catiy of Ai^licans will ihidy it, have 
been led to baptize their children with long 
fentences, as this famous one, 

If Chrift had not 4ied for thee th»u hadft been iamncd^DobAm. 

by this means obliging the perfon to re- 
coiled his Redeemer, every time he figned 
his own name ; a pradlice of good intent, 
but leading on to abfurdity of the grofleft 
kind, as in the blockhead who fancied fomc 
virtue contsdned in the nominal dis^inc- 

VOL, II, K TION 
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TiON of Mefopotamia, only becaufe he had 
read that word in the Bible* 

To return however to our Welch critic : 
He fa^'i, " that the names impofed by the 
Hebrew language were generally fuch as 
betokened the nature, or fome eminent pro* 
perties of the things namjed, or were com- 
pounded of fuch as did-!-witnefs the Ante- 
diluvian names of the firft patriarchs, well 
worthy the confideration of modem Jews, 
who upon examination will find that they 
contain and myftically exhibit a concife and 
wonderful fcheme of prophecy, in their own 
Hebrew tongue, of the reftoration of fallen 
nikankind by a bleeding Mefliah, as will ap- 
pear by the following table : 

Adam, — Man, 

Seth, — fet or placed, 

ruofh, — in mifery, 

K r in an, — lamenting : 

Mahakel, 
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Mahaleeli — ^ blefled God 

Jarcd, — fhall come downi 

Henoch, — teaching, 

Methnfelah, that his dmtb will fend^ 

Latnech, to humbled imitten man^ 

Noah* — conJoliUion. 

Such a curioHty in literature might at-» 
trad attentioa at any time, moft of all furely 
in this ailoni(hing century, ¥^hen fuch va-* 
rious events preiling forward urge the ima^ 
gination to Cxpedi ftill greater. TTic ftar, 
Which mirjaculoufiy (hdrie forth in the fiaft, 
ihay poflibly at ho diftant period illuminate 
the ten tribes, and light them on their re- 
turn to happinefs and favour. Mean time 
idl Otientalifts give appellations after the 
jewUh manner I believe: Abdalla means 
Servant of Gody as I have read j — Soliman, or 
Solomon, for 'tis the fame they fay, implies 
peikeahlcy as doth our common Saxon ter- 
mination Jrcd. Winm/rtd ia Win-peace ; 

E 2 Aifred 
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^firei is All-peace^ while fome andcnt 
writers cake notice that the names of barba-« 
rous nations are ever concife and expre& 
frre : It was therefore deemed a duty m old 
times to keep up the honour of the ifjiMS. 
Severus^ Probusy and Aurcliui^ ^ere called 
Jut nominis imperatores j and when Qothayr^^ 
Ung of France, was baptized, one flood by' 
the font and cried^ 

Crefcat puer ! et hujus fit nominis executor. 

One might add to all this, that Marccbal 
Saue married a lady he had no violent at- 
tachment to, only becaufe her Chriftian 
KAM£ was ViSloire. Nor did fhe conquer 
him at laft; they lived iU together, «xid 
parted^ 



KARRA* 
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5i, 



NARRATION, ACCOUNT, RECITAL. 



IN order to give a good account of 
the fad (fay we] j 'tis necefTary to hear a 
dear recital of the circumftances ; but if 
we mean to m^ke a pleafmg narration, 
thole circumilances fhould not be dwelt on 
too minutely, but rather one fele£ted from 
the refl, to fet in a full light. Whoever 
means to pjeafe in coaverfatioUi feeing no 
perfon more attended to than he who tells 
an agreeable Ilory, concludes too hadily that 
his own fame will be firmly eftabliftied by 
a like means ; and fo gives his' time up to 
the colledion and recital of anecdotes. 
Here, howeverV is our adventurer likely 
enough to fail ; for either his fad is too no- 
torious, and he fees his audience turn even 
javoluntarily away from a tale told them 
yefterday perhaps by a more pleaftng narra- 

E3 tor; 
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tor } or it is too obfcure, and incapable of 
interefting his hearers. Were we tp ipveA 
tigate the reafon why narratives pleafe better 
in a mixed company, than fentiment ; we 
might difcover that he who draws from his 
own mind to entertain his circle will foon 
be tempted to dogmatize, and afTiime the 
aur, with the powers of a teacher ; while the 
man, who is ever ready to tell one fomewhat 
pnknown before, adds an idea to the liflen- 
cr's (lock, without forcing on us that of our 
own inferiority — He is in pofleffion of a faft 
more than we are — that's all ; and he com- 
municates that fad for our amufement. 



NATION, COUNTRY, KINGDOM, 



A R ]p. all of them coUedive terms, well 
wnderftood, and at firft fight only fynony- 
mous. A moment's refledion fliows u« 

many 
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xaany countries which are not king- 
doms, and fome kingdoms which include 
not the whole nation to which they ap- 
parently belong. The firft of thefe words 
is ufed in fome univerfities for the diftinc- 
tion of the fcholars, and profeflprs of col- 
leges. The faculty of Paris confifts of four, 
and when the procureur of that which is 
called the French nation fpeaks in public, 
his ftyle is Honoranda Gallorum Natio. I 
hope they have changed their phrafe now, 
when all kingdoms, countries, na- 
tions, and LANGUAGES, unite in abhor- 
rence of their late difgraceful conduct to- 
wsurds the good houfe of Bourbon^ fo named 
from Archibald Borbonius in the year 11 27, 
whofe imprefs was a globe, and round it 
this anagram of the earl's name, Orbi bonus. 
The times how changed in this fatal year 
to Frenchmen, 1 793 ! 

Strokes of national charafter, nationa! 
humour, however, ftijl exift ; with regard to 



E4 tl 
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the latter, we fee tbeir bons mots ftiU un-» 
tranflatable beyond thofe of other kiogdoms j 
and our authors plunder French comedies 
in vain ; the humour lofes and evaporates : 
witnefs Farquhar's endeavour to force intd 
his Inconftant *, the gay reply made by Le 
prince de Guemend^ when Louis Quatorze'a 
queen, a grave Spaniard, ferioufly propofed 
putting the famous Ninon de TEnclos among 
les Jilles repenties. — *' Madam,^' anfwered 
the courtier, " elU tCeft nijille^ nt repentie.^ 
This was kational pleafantry, and will 
not tranflate for that reafon, — No more will 
that proof of John Bull's national cha- 
racter, told of a fellow, who, when king 
Charles the Firfl of England lay before 
Rochelle, was employed by that prince as a 
diver, to carry papers, &c. which having 
done moft dextroufly, the good-natured fo- 
vereign bid him name his own reward.-— 
" Something to drink your majefty's health, 

* See Farquhar, vol. it. p. 52* 

that's 
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that's all/' quoth the man. " Blockhead f * 
exclaimed the duke of Buckingham^ who 
flood in prefence, and was provoked at his 
ftupidity for afkiog Nothing better, ** why 
did ft not drink when thou wert under wa« 
ter ?"— ** Why fo I did, mafter !'* repUed the 
clown ; *' but the water was fait you know, 
io it made me the more a-dry," 



NECROMANCY, DIVINATION, ENCHANTMENT, 



GO for fynonymes only becaufe they 
have been rejeded all together as impofli- 
bUities, or elfe condemned all together as 
crimes : — they are ftriijily not fynonymous, 
however. The firft, which means calling 
up the (hades of dead men to inform us 
concerning our future fortunes, does not 
appear to be in any fenfe within the power 
now of living . wight ; and when it was, 
God made ilrid laws to forbear the exer-* 
I tion 
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don of fuch necromancy, which could 
00I7 produce fad and melancholy efieds. 

Heaven from all creatures bides the Book 
tfFate : for which reafon divination of 
all kinds, either by Sortes as the ancients 

« 

ufcd, or by chiromancy, which the modem 
^ypfies vainly pretend to, or by aftrological 
Ijpeculations — or by fympathetick touch, or 
animal magnetifm — or any other method, 
fhould be difcouraged by fociety, and pu- 
nifhed by our laws ; inftead of publifhing 
the Conjurer's Magazine, and advertifing 
the lady In foch a ftreet, who profefles the 
knowledge of futurity, and gains an infa- 
mous livelihood out of the folly of her fel- 
low creatures. Natural enchantment 
meantime certainly does fubfift, and the 
powers of fafcination exerted from animals 
towards each other are too ftrong to be de- 
nied. The great ferpents of India live by 
the powers of their eye, which they fix on 
fmall birds, fo as to detain them on a twig 

tiH 
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dll caught — and incapacitate them ^om flj^ 
ing away, till^ like Congrcvc*8 Old Bachelor^ 
^tereated in much the fame vj^y by a pretty 
wen> b, they run into the danger, as he iays^ 
to avoid the apprehenfion. A fetting dog 
exercifes fomewhat of a like art upon the 
partridges I think ; and that a moufe will 
run down the throat of a large toad confined 
in the fame fmall room, has been proved 
by ocular demonftration. 

The three words are for all thele reafont 
not fynonymous. 



i*jmi.\ ■ i ■ ■ :■ ■ " T ■; 



NEUTRAI-ITY ano INDIFFERENCE, 



THESE words appear fynonymous when 
applied to public ufe; but if pronounced 
fipon common or domeftic occafions, one 
is apt, the other impertinent. 1 muft make 
IPyfelf undezftood by example. 

We 



6o BRITISH 5 



Wc fay then properly, that, had Grett 
Brit^ib looked doldly on the late ocGurrences 
of Europe, had Ihe beheld the invafion of 
Holland, the maflacres in France, the muiw 
der of a blamelefs foyereign, and the daily 
outrages committed againft religion and 
good morals^ with fuUen neutrality 
tod frigid INDIFF£E£KCE, her punlfhmenfc 
^ould foon have commenced by the e$e£U 
of that {pint of profelytifm that diftinguiihetf 
fmaties and deifts, and prompts them to 
carry confufion into every ftate — ruin, over-? 
whelming ruin upon every church. 

On the other hand (hould we, fpeak- 
ing of a marriage, obferve how a ciouplc 
once fo apparently united, now look on 
each other with neutrality, all would 
laugh ; the word in this cafe muft be i n^^^ 
piFFERENCE, the Other will not do. 



NIMBLY, 
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KtMBLY, QUICKLY, St»EEOlLt, SWIFTLY, 

FAST. 



THAT theie adverbs are not ftijdly. {ff 
aoDTinous — can I verilf think be ietfpe4 

A 

only by cdbverfation, ot by trifling hook^ 
like this, wholly and folely coUoqmal ; wi 
a foreigner muft give up fome empty mo.« 
tnents to the mere chat of our language, he* 
fore he finds out that 'tis nioft agreeable to 
common uiage to fay that a rabbit runs very 
NIMBLY for a little while, but has no 
ftrength or breath to continue long the fame 
pace ; while we tell each other familiarly 
how the king's meflenger came speedily 
from Madrid the other day with feme good 
news, which he could not have done nel- 
ther, but that the packet faiJ$ very swiftly 
— ^No, not if he had been as famous for walk- 
ing -fast as Powell the Ptdeftrian, who 

went 
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Went on fo6t to York and back agam iU 
five days, when he was five-and-fifty years 

m 

old 

Meantime 'tis no bad general rule t6 re- 
colled, that the firfl: of thefe adverbs ifi 
fcarce ever tifed but of fmall things, anil 
apGA flight occafions J that the laft is in moft 
<JoinmoU and daily fervice ; and that the 
tuthet two are mofl; expreffive if we fpeak 
donceming a grayhound or a race-horfe. 

The word nimbly feems at firft fight 
Ihcapable of being made fublime on aiiy 
occafion — it has however a fbiking efied 
tipoil the flage in thofe incantation fongs 
t^hefe the witches enumerate their pleafures, 
in Macbeth i and is wonderfully feconded 
by Pureeirs mufick, when they fay, 

We mtjohlj, nimbly^ nimblyi nimblyi nimbly danct 

our ^U| 
To the echo> to tbe echo-^f {oiat htiOaw hilL 



Thefe we muft remember diough to be 
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DaeAons, or Hikies, in whom adMty h 
(Hll fuppofcd to be combined with maUct 
and mifchief; the words are not Shake* 
ijpeare'S) but belong to atf' old and curioiA 
drama on the fubjed^ of Roimunda, and 
called The Witch, a Trqgi^Comedie. But I 
ihall fo^rget the fynonyme fecond on oin: 
lift ; and although by that method I ihould 
undoubtedly fini(h my work more qpici> 
LY, it would be exceedingly ill done in- 
deed, and deferve very heavy cenfure* 



NOTORIOUS, APPARENT, EVIDENT. 



THESE run in a fort of climax ; for a 
thing may be made apparent to fome, 
when *tis by no means evident to many^ 
or NOTORIOUS to alL The laft word has of 
late years contributed to drive the other two 
•ut of good company — although pur bcft 
2 authors. 
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tadion, in eoIloqtii»I tnd cafy ftyle, ufe it 
tommonly in a bad ksxk. While the fupeiir 
oiitY of EngUih fiilora oo all welUried oo 
^afioos haa been .sVidbnt^ and while it 
tns ^PPARSKT that out £ea*officers under*« 
Aooi the fonxiiiig a line^ and choofing a 

hajppf moment for enga^g, &c. it is no 
S'o&ious that the French fight againft fails 
and rigging : ever fhidiouft to a^oid clo& 
encounter^ they provide £br eicape before 
they Jbcgin the battle^ which On their fide 
confifts chiefly in employing the enemy 
upon other bufineis, by diffarefiing them for 
want of fhrouds, tackling, and the like — 
thus impeding the return of the veflel 
home after a vidory, and giving up imme* 
diate glory, for future mean advantage. 



NOW, 
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NOW, AT PRESENT, TfflS INSTANT. 



WHILE metaphyficians expand their 
fubrleties into imperceptibility upon this fa- 
tal monofyllable, one would hope that con- 
Terfation might go on without difpute con- 
cerning what flies away like the witches in 
Macbeth, who, while we contend about the 
nature of their exiftence, make tbemfelves air^ 
into wbicb they vani/h. So, alas ! does N ow j 
the prefent moment palling away even before 
the word is written that explains it. We may 
tell foreigners, however, that 'tis ufual in our 
language, when calling in a hurry, to cry 
NOW, NOW, as the quickeft expreflion, I 
fuppofe, for urging another to immediate 
hafte. " At presej^t we cannot come to 
you'* — is a common phrafe — He was here 
THIS INSTANT, mcaus, 'tis not an inftant 
fcarcely fince he was here : but it does cer- 

VOL. II. F tainly 
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tainly mean time pafi ; for one fays to ar 
perfon who looking round mifles the indi- 
vidual fought for — ^Why, flic is here now, 
cannot you fee her ? 

1 thought we were to begin upon the 
fubjed NOw^ fays a man impa^tient of de- 
ci(k)ii. We w;5tf begin this instant, re- 
plies his cooler fSriend (meMung a future 
time, though near) ; at present it would 
not be fo proper. Hiefe things are difficult 
to foreigners ; nor can I gue(s why both 
time paft, and time to come, Ihould both 
be hourly and commonly expreft by this 
INSTANT, which at firft view appears im* 
proper enough. In a converfation when it 
was propofed to write an impromptu upon 
NOW, this pretty quatrain was produced by 
Delia Cmfca^ who had been aflerting diat all 
paft actions were nihilities, and the imme- 
diate moment was the whole of human cx- 
iftencc. 



One 
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One endlefs mow ftands o'er tfa* erentfttl ftream 
Of all that may hi With coloflal ftride ; 

And fees beneath life's proudeil pageants gleam. 
And fees beneath the wrecks of empire glide* 

A partial fnend in company replied ; 

'lis jrours the pkesbnt moment to redeiem. 
And powetful (hatch from time's too rapid ftream. 
While, felf»impeU'd, the reft redundant roU, 
Slumb'ring to ftagnate in oblivion's pooV 

We haTc now I think pretty well dif- 
patched this fynonymy^ 



■■*■'--■ - - - - -^ - - . I - .^ — . — AJ 

NOXIOUS, MISCHIEVOUS, PERNICIOUS, 
HURTFUL, BANEFUL. 



ARE all, except one, words of contemp- 
^ous abhorrence : yet may a foreigner mijf- 
apply them, if not informed that we call a lion 
a defirudlive animal, and the Apulian fpider 
a NOXIOUS infedl; wlulft all agree that a 

F 2 MISCBi£- 
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MiscHiETOUS boy is at any rate a Tcry of- 
fenfive and tormenting inmate to a grave 
gentleman or elegant lady : but if he fhould 
once take a fancy to put laurel leaves in their 
tea-pot, fuch a trick might prove pernicious 
to the whole family, as that plant is in its na- 
ture HURTFUL, and a diftillation from it 
not only poifonous, but aftually bane- 
ful ; the taan who fwallows laurel water 
not living long enough, 'tis faid, even to fet 
down the cup ; fo fudden and ib dreadful 
are its efiedls. Such refledlions fKouId make 
us ihun people who are faid to be only 
MISCHIEVOUS, as they are likely enough 
to end in being mod pernicious compa* 
nions» 



KOYSOMB, 
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NOYSOME. OFFENSIVE, DISGUSTING. 



THE firft of thefe unpleafing adjedives 
18 of late commonly written noisome, bcJ- 
caufe derived from the Italian nojofo : as it 
takes root immediately however from our 
own Englifh verb to annoy, it has a claim 
to the y-Grec. 'Tis hot the more fynony- 
mous with noxious or deftrudlive, becaufe 
we find it fometimes attributed to things 
which are dangerous in their nature : for 
although the fmallpox or peftilence are juft- 
ly called noisome difeafes, it is not be- 
caufe they kill, but becaufe they offend 
us, that they are fo termed. A bad fmell 
can fcarce attack life, but it has a juft pre- 
tendon to all the epithets upon the lift : 
fo has indecent talk, which is exceedingly 
OFFENSIVE and disgusting, and drives 
delicate people from a company as furely as 

F3 the 
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the fox drives the badger from his hole, bj 
an equally noisome contriyancef 



^OATORY, THIN, SLIGHT, FLIMSY, FUTJLE, 



ANY thing of a texture nearly approach* 
ing to aerial^ any thing near the nature of 
clouds, and eafily blown away, inight, one 
would fuppofe, hayc fair pretenfion to thefe 
adjefkives — ^yet we appropriate them to par^ 
tieular matters by mere colloquial cuftom : — 
they are fynonymous only when fpeaking of 
certain empty tales, or arguments void of folit 
dity, which may without difficulty defervc 
them all ; but we cannot fay a filk however 

SLIGHT is NUGATORY, Or call a THIN muCr 

lin, though foon worn out, a futile mode 
of drefs — without grofs pedantry. One of 
the pretty books in our Unguage mqft re* 

fembling 
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fembling the French Anas^ is perhaps read 
the lefs for having a modeft title, and be- 
ing called IJug^ Antique ; whilft a hundred 
FLIMSY compofitions of infinitely lefs yalue 
attract the eyes of our young people, and 
pleafe a trifling age, which although it pro- 
fefles to defire amufement only, not inftruc- 
don ; the book that pleafes it muft be dog- 
matical, though the rtafoning be slight ; 
and thofe melodies which charm muft be 
called Jimpky not fLiMSY. Our drefs and 
converfation being of late calculated for 
mere THiNnefs, we will hope fuch fafhions 
maybe futile, and that the NUOATOitY 
reports, empty nothings made on purpofc 
to ddight fuch fylph-like charaders, will 
fade away on approach of a new year, 
teeming as it appears with very ferious 
and weighty events. 



F4 TO 
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TO NULLIFY, TO ANNULL. TO DISANNULL, 
TO MAKE NULL AND VOID. 



THESE verbs ftand in converfation 
chiefly in the place of the verb to annihi* 
late^ or rather between that and the fofter 
phrafe of to render ineffedual. Horatio's 
arguments^ iay we, were rendered null 
and VOID, at leafl: in my opinion, by what 
our friend Cleomenes urged againft them : 
but no man better knows than he, how to 
NULLIFY the difcourfe of his competitor 
without annihilating the fpeaker either in 
his own eyes^ or thofe of the auditors ; as 
a good legiflator will fee the way to an- 
NULL a ftatute no longer ufeful or neceflary, 
without taking away by dire<3: annihilation 
all trace or remembrance of its former uti- 
lity. The third verb is a favourite among 
the vu!gar here in England, who mifapply 

it 
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h comically enough. I afked the late Lord 
Halifax's gardener for a walk and fummer- 
houfe I nfed to fee at Horton ; " There wai 

fuch a walk once (replies the man), but my 

Lord DISANNULLED it.** 



NUMB, TORPID, MOTIONLESSt 



ARE not fynonymous, becaufe they arc 
mere gradations of the dreadful malady 
which fome animals have the power of pro- 
ducing in others, given them apparently for 
felf-defence, as the gymnotus eledlricus and 
torpedo in particular. The fenfation they in- 
duce often however comes by nature, or fome 
accidental injury done to the fpinal marrow, 
which renders a limb firft numb, or with 
fomething like a half confcioufnefs'of the 
privation befallen it, which faint power of 
filling goes off when the fenfes become 

more 
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moTt TOKPID i and it feemt to me that th« 
perfoHt who ioftcitd of quickeoing his pact 
ftftoda MOTiONLias in the hour of furprife 
or terror, diicovers a fatal difpofition or ten* 
dency in the habit to thofe difeafes fo diffi^ 
cult to cure aad fo melancholy to behold ; 
where life fubfifls but to exhibit a pidure of 
diibrefsy where the animal furvives the man, 
and holds him up a fhame to medicine, a 
beacon for pbilofophy. 



OBSTINATE, PERTINACIOUS, FIXED, 
RESOLUTE, STEADY, PERSEVERING, 

CONSTANT. 



THESE take di%rent acceptations to 
agree with their fubftantives when ufed in 
theiir proper places; and even aa adverbs, we 
iay lA general that a man is pirtinacious 
in <«ttack, OiSTiNATR in defence of hia 

3 argument ; 
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Argument ; and fometimes we may fee peo- 
ple FIXED in belief, wlule they are far 
enough from being constant to the 
prad:ice of fuch virtue as their faith requires. 
Resolute feems a paflive quality of the 
mind, and steady Oiould be ever oppofed 
to indmation^ as it feems to imply upright* 
Refs and |nflexibility-**-walking right on^* 
ward, without turning (as fays the Scripture) 
tp the right hand or to' the left ; 

True, 'tis a narrow p^th that leads to blifs \ 
But right afprei there is no precipice : 
Fear makes men look afidcj and fo their footing 
mifs. Drtden. 

Of the remaining word I find the moft 
elegant example in the preface to Jacob 
Bryanl^s Pook of Mythology. — ^** We arc 
often (fays he), by the importunity of a per- 
se ver} no writer, teafed into an unfatif* 
fadtory compliance, and yield a painful af- 
fent ; but upon clofing the volume our fcru* 
pies xetum, and \7e xelapCe into doubts and 

darknefs.'* 



\ 
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darknefs.*' Such is not his own mode of 
conTincingy however. His Treadfe on the 
Authenticity of Scripture, and the Truth of 
our holy Religion, can find no rival nearer 
than Grotius; whilft our Englifh DifTertatioii 
ought to be neglected by no rank or condi- 
tion of men, who efteem found learning, re- 
vere [uety, or wifh for clear information. 



TO OBSTRUCT, TO THWART, TO HINDER, 

TO RETARD. 



THESE words can fcarcely fure be 
thought fynonymous, while daily experience 
fhews us foine fooliflily officious endeavours 
to RBTARD a journey, a marriage, or difjpo- 
fition of an eftate, which at laft can perhaps 
oniy be thwarted, not finally hinder- 
ed— or if at length it fliould remain firut- 
iratcd for ever, thofe who contributed to 

OBSTRUCT 
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OBSTRUCT the bufmefs will have dlfcovered 
more petty malice than deep thought upon 
the fubjed ; which would inform fuch rea- 
foners, that he who leaves an event clear of 
perplexities and difficulty is more likely to . 
fee it negleded or forgotten, than the man 
who flimulates paflion by oppofing its vio- 
lence with feeble checks^ and accelerates the 
rapidity of its current by laying weak ob- 

ftruftions in its way. 



r ■ >■' 



OCCASION AUD OPPORTUNITY 



ARE often miftaken for fynonymes by 
fach as, being accuftomed to think in French 
or la Italian, tranflate into Englifh as they 
fpeak; and rejoicing in an opportunity 
to introduce a phrafe with which they were 
before acquainted, wait not to produce it on 
a proper occasion : for books will but in- 

8 creafe 
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creafe fuch difficulties, and the (ludy of oar 
colloquial language in elegant and well-in- 
ftru£ted focieties alone can fmooth it. My 
chief reafon for undertaking a work fo need* 
lefs to others, fo hazardous to myfelf, was 
becaufe it afforded me an opportunity of 
{hewing my zeal in the fervice of foreigners: 
for which puipofe of being ufeful to tbemy I 
hourly wifh my abilities were greater, hav- 
ing every moment occasion gratefiilly to. 
recollect the pleafant days I fpent in Italy 
principally, where I was myfelf a (hanger^ 
and where I experienced that delicacy of at- 
tention and evident defire to be pleafed'with 
all I faid, which ingratitude herfelf would 
find it difficult to forget, while one fpark of 

felf-love yet remained unextinguifhed in ha: 
bofom. 



OFFICIOUS^ 
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OFFICIOUS, l^ORWARD TO RENDER UNDE. 
SIRED SERVICES, IMPORTUNATELY IflND, 
TROUBLESOME. 



THE firft word here is commonly ufed 
in a bad fenfe certainly, and fo Johnfon un- 
derflood it in his Didionary ; yet w€ find 
him many years after confidering it more 
tenderly, when fjpeaking of a dead depen* 
dant whom he loved, he fays, 

Well tried through many a varying year. 
See Lerett to the grave defcend i 

Officious, innocent, fincere. 

Of every friendlefs name the friend. 

Johnfon, indeed, always thinking negleA 
the worft misfortune that could befall a man^ 
looked on a charader of this defcription 
with lefs averfion than I do, who am apt 
to think that among the petty pefts of io- 
cicty, altera weak foe comes an officious 

jfricnd— 
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the firft of them is even in out commoti talk 
naturally applied to him who folicits, re- 
quefts, befeeches, pleading fome caufe of the 
helplefs or diftrefled; with eloqueiJce df 
addrefs and ikill in rhetorick. The ori« 
ginal fenle, as ufed in our courts of chan- 
eery, when the perfon fupplicating is ftyled 
your ORATOR or oratrix, lies ftill con- 
cealed tinder our colloquial language, and 
we yield the palm of oratory to him who 
beft knows the arts oi perfuajioh. For War- 
wick is a fubtle ORATOR, fays one who 
fears his powers of entreaty, in Shakefpeare's 
Henry the Sixth ; whilft eloquence im- 
plies more properly a plenitude of words, 
and adroitnefs in arranging them, with a 
fweet voice and pleafmg volubility of utter- 
. ance. Without all thefe 'tis difficult to fhine 
as a perfed rhetorician ; though I have 
feen filent ORATORY more capable of touch- 
ing our hearts than any tropes or figures- 
aye,, or than all the grace* of neat: articu^. 

latiooy 
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biher^s throat Thefe men deferve a rougher 
appellation than troublssome : yet 'tis the 
fcourge of their acquaintance to be obliged 
now and then to look dvil upon and even 
to thank them for their importunate 

KINDNESS} while, FORWARD TQ RENDER 

tTNDESiRtD sERFiCEs — fuch they pretetxd 
to think theni - fellows of this defcription 
fit at home wondering at the world's ingrati^ 
iude, when every houfe which has common 
fenfe within its walls ihuts them out at the 
gate. 



bRATORYi ELOQUENCE, RttETORICK* 



TO curfory readers thefe words may pot 
fibly feem to approach nearer to fynonymy 
than they will be found to do on dofer in« 
fpcifUon and feverer fcrutiny. Each term 
looks back perpetually to its derivation; and 

VOL. iii^ G the 
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icenes fo fweetly brought before theit tietr^ 

in words fo choice and well adapted9 yeC 
poured forth with fluency which knows not, 
and copioufnefe which needs not hefitation« 
When flie reads this, however, Mrs. P 
will acknowledge that the very rules and 
terms of rhetorick are unknown to ber^ 
fo great is the diftance between our cand^ 
dates for fynonymy. *Tis in the Houfc of 
Commons we muft feek inverfion and 
prolepfis, every figure of the art, employed 
with all the (kill of thofe who feek to baffle 
where they fcarcely mean to convince — or 
where, convinced already, they mean to main- 
tain the fide they have chofen to fupport, in 
defiance of the champions oppofite, to whofi? 
triumph they wilh not to bear witnefs. Here 
ORATORY has no place, acc6rding to -Dr. 
Johnfon ; who faid no man was ever per- 
fuaded to give a vote contrary to what he 
ifntended in the morning, by any arguments^ 
or any eloquemgs heard withio tboic 

wallsr 
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walls. He faid too that no preacher, how* 
ever popular, ever prevailed on one of the 
congregation to give more at a charity fer- 
mon than he had refolved on at leaving 
home. Thefe pofitions may be true; yet is 
ORATORY a charming thing, eloquence a 
fine thing, and rhetgrick a great thing — • 
for it comprifes them both. 



•TM 



. I . I. 



order, method, regulation, 
arrangement. 



THAT thefe words were or were not fy- 
nonymous might have been always doubtful ; 
diat the qualities they defcribe are neceflary 
to fociety^ remained uncontroverted till a 
very Ihort time ago. Truth is, that in every 
ARRANGEMENT there mufl be method, 
and to obtain order we mud be^n by re- 
CULATION. For although it was well af- 

G 3 ferted 
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ferted in an admirable fermon preached at 
one of our great London churches, and 
printed at the requefl of an aflbciating cbm« 
mittee, that equalization was a thing impof^ 
fible, and that whenever the attempt is mad« 
fatal will be the confequences ; but the event 
muft always be the fame : becaufe agitation 
cannot alter the nature of fluids or their fpe«> 
cific gravity — when the agitation has ceafed, 
fays this excellent writer, the true level of 
each will be found — Some experiments mili- 
tating againft this apparently certain pofition 
prompt my fears, left in moral as in natural 
philofophy, there is more danger of fome 
parts being devoured by the reft, than this 
author feems to apprehend. Yet *tis well 
known that one ounce of camphor vnll be 
fo difTolved and apparently fo annihilated, 
that neither fcent, nor tafte, nor alteration of 
tranfparency can be found in the phial, if 
grated into an ounce of alcohol ; 'tis likewife 
known, that by addition of fome fair clean 
2 water 
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vr2XeT the camphor (hall again be difengaged 
from the fpirit, and rife to the furface once 
more, white, folid, perfedi, without diminu- 
tion of its weight, fmell, or medical efficacy 
from the experiment. 

Things have, I fear, a natural tendency tt> 
relapfe into that chaotic ftate whence they 
firft were called forth by the voice of God^ 
for the comfort and advantage of his reafon- 
ing creatures ; and when they impioufly re- 
jed thofe comforts and deny thofe advan- 
tages, one trembles left the Word which fe- 
parated the confufion into various orders, 
and METHODIZED the beautiful arrange- 
ment, ihould by repeated infults be pro^ 
voked to withdraw the infpiring breath, at 
touch of which, 

When Nature underneath a heap 
Of jarring atoms lay. 
And could not heave her head ; 
The tuneful voice was heard on high| 
Arife, je more than dead i 

G 4 Then 
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Then hov suid cpld^ and moKlt and ^rj^ 
In o&DrK to their ftations leap. 

And muGck's pow'r obey. pRYDiH^ 

When God in wrath no longer fends hii 
grace among mankind, we fee them foon de-r 
gl^nerate into much worfe than beafts. Nar 
ture's limits are quickly leaped over, wheQ 
the curb of religious worihip is flung afide ; 
aft our cool camphor is no longer foun^ 
where the incalefceat furor prevails over 
every particle, and melts it undi{llngui(he4 
in the general mafs. There would it He eteru 
. naily, if the clear element was not once more 
thrown in, to prove thofe powers of refufcir 
.tatlofi \vhicb only can belpng to purity in^ 

maculate. Lofsof ORpsRinthe arrangbt 
MENTS of civil fociety woujd produce, nay. 
does produce, the moft fatal of all confe- 
quences; while rewards for induftry and ex- 
citements to honourable actions are no more; 
the very words Lofs and Gain, Virtue and 
Vice, muft be er^ed fron^ our new vocabu- 

7 ^ary^ 
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jary, and Dante's Infcriptloa pn the Gates <^ 
liell fet in their place ; for where all are eqtia| 

Hvithin^ thfefe words do well without .• 

Lafciate ogni fpcffanzavdi ch'entrate. 
(.cave Hppe behind^ all you who enter here. 






■mmbI 



PRNAMENT, EMBELLISHMENT, 
DECORATION. 



MUNDITJJS caftnmr^ fays Ovid ; an4 
fnir ftem philofopher Johnfon confefFed that 
•the world was a pill no mortal could endure 
without gilding. |^et then life's theatre eii» 
joy its due decorations, nor hope that 
any ading will make it fupportable without 
them : for although every ornament does 
not contribute towards the EMfiBLLiSHr 
MENT of that which it is deftined to adom^ 

ure ihould attribute the £uhire to un(ki)fuW 

nefs— * 
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nefs— remembering that the words are not 
ftridtly fynonjmoilSy and that Pope laid 

Even in am oftNiMBNT its place remark| 
Nor in 4n hennita^ f^t I)o£^or Clarke. 

Neither of the other fubftantives would here 
have exprefled the poet's meaning ; becaufc 
fetting the ftatue of ^ courtier in a h^rmitage^ 
pr lone cell devoted to retiireipkent and folitary 
ipeculation, was a manifeil breach of djs^ 
coRUMy whence the Jaft word upon the lift 
takes its derivation — and as embellish^ 
MENT of the Queen's garden was the pur- 
pofe aimed at, Pope reafonably enough rail-- 
lies the awkward difplay of ornament, 
where nothing was made more beautiful by 
the addition* To decorate lif^ however 
with honourSi orders, titles^ and fhews of 
well regulated feftivity, has ever been ac- 
counted politic and rational ; nor can I think 
thofe individuals either wife or good who 
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ieek fo fedulouily to level all diftin^ons, to 
deftroy all the ornaments of life, and re- 
duce man tp bis primaeval flate of favagQ 
hunger and unfeeling ferocity. Such fpirit 
of returning to a fituation long efcaped from 
argues no philofophic vigour in this age, but 
rather exhibits fomewhat of fenile debility. 
The ferpent^s tail here comes too near the 
mouth i and when oxiginal nodons fpun out 
to thhmefs, or iicklied over by dotage, dii^ 
cover a difpofition of reverting weakly to the 
firft colour, 'tis a bad fign indeed : an ugly 
fymptom, proving the world's old age, and 
confequent tendency of going back to babyi> 
hood ; imitating as the year does at fall of 
the leaf that fhed of bloffoms which precedes 
the fpring. Oh ! let us ftill beware a wintry 
fun, whofe oblique rays but ferve to dazzle 
and confound our fight, and never rifes higli 
enough to warm or cheer us ! 



QRTBODO?nri 
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ORTHODOXY, SOUNDNESS OF OWNIOI^ 

NOT HERETICAL. 



.;■ THE firft oS theO: only exporefles in « 
^hi what (bf^ others . explain p«ripfaraftir 
leaHy,' aa^ i* becoiHe a word much out of 
^afiuon^ as b the' quality iiQderftood bj it i 
|lOr can I guefs wbtr^ fqtd^n^vs poukl ever 

litre iicird it nateed, among good company^ 

i 

ktel iK>t Hm late iatt$i|ipt3 ag^ii:^ its very ex- 
iftenqe folti^d it into -notice. 3^ift Should 
Imve faid cbnc^rniilg ORtHQDOXY that 
which he praedicated not £b truly Of Religion 
faerfelf--^that fhe refembied a foot-^ball lef| 
in the dirt negle£te'd, till fome one kicking; 
It began the game, which oftentimes was 
carried on with hazard to the players' liveS| 
when once well altered. This is all admi^ 
rably exprefled with regard to religious 
OPINION; while the true worfhip of God 

« 

may 
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may weU refide in the hearty and the fout ^ 

firft comniaia>(dirtents be devoutly obeyed»ye( 

dcape maaV obfeivation c£ our condu^ : 

for myflk piety confers with heaven, Uitl^ 

difturbed by contfoverfial reofoning) but 

Church Eftabllihment is in its own nature ^ 

caufe of public coaceroi and if good order 13 

to be preferred, and Ecclefiallical Authorityi 

ordained by God himfelf-p-let us refolve to 

maintain orthodoxY| and keep hereti-* 

CAL OPINIONS from being publicly broach^ 

ed among us, by every means confident with 

Chriflian charity — of which it is a branch 

to pjreferve our youth from being tainted 

with a defire of difputing or deriding holy 

ordinances, long complied with by their 

betters, after examinations which the prefent 

contemners of them have I truft fcarce timcf 

or fcholarftiip enough to inveftigate before 

they throw them afide. Long indeed lias 

our old Anglican epifcopalian church ftood^ 

like the rock among the rapids of Niagara, 

increafing 
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tncreafing in fize and ftreng;th firoin t^ierf 
effort to overturn it : and although for that 
purpofe fanaticifm fhould for a while co- 
operate with infidelity,* long will it yet 
remain, fpite of the plan which Mr. Burke 
difcovered before its open avowal — the re- 
gular and not ill-ldd plan, invented latterly 
by French philofophers, for deftroying the 
Chriftian religion in this quaiter of the 
globe — defiring, as we now plainly fee they 
do, to leave the church of Chrift a lifelefs 
clay, a caput mortuum^ or at beft, like their 
own h^plefs prince, a ^ne nomine corpus — 
torn by the tiger, drawn dry by the weafel, 
and preyed upon when putrid by buzzing 
mufquitoes, non-defcripts in pigmy vora- 
city* 



OSTSN- 
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OSTENTATION, PRIDE, VANlTV, SEL!^- 

SUFnCIENCY^ 



CAN fcarcely be called in a flrld fenfc 
fynonymous j if one may fay with truth, as 
fure 'tis eafy, that though a man (hall be 
well-bred enough fmcerely to defpife the 
making empty osTlNTAtiON of his ta- 
lents, he may neverthelefs feel fecret com- 
placency, and even pride in them, which 
eppofition from an equal, or any other well- 
managed collifton, will infallibly force out, 
With unequivocal marks of that lafl-named 
quality's conftant refidence in his heart; while 
boyifti VANITY often prompts people of much 
meaner abilities to attract notice in conver- 
fation, from ill-underftood paradoxes, &:c. 
till they have been clearly fhewix how self- 
sufficiency forms deeper refentment al-» 
moft in every bread than even ferious inju- 
ries by fraud or force ; and that it is the 

peculiar 



jpeculiar province of good breeding to t6^ 
ftrain thofe violent attacks it makes upod 
tnes peace^ and upod what the French em*« 
phatically call a man! $ amour-propre. Other 
examples might be given of thefe oflTenfive 
dilpofitiotis ; for we refufe to falute an infe- 
rior through PRIDE I believe j and meanly 
folicit attention from people of higher rank 
out of pure fimpld vanity; but gayer os- 
TENTATiON difplays her pretenfions to 
notice with abfurd pomp^ while biaital self<* 
SUFFICIENCY defpiHug help, and hooting 
away inftruft ion, grofsly afTumes that which 
tl^e reft are courting^ and, ftiff in brafly im- 
pudence, thfufts all afide, feizes the firft poil^ 
and keeps it till kicked out. 

The diflferent cures for thefe different dit 
eafcs of the mind point out their various 
pathognomic fyraptoms — as in corporeal ma-s^ 
ladies, the marking fymptom points out the 
mode of cure; for ostentation will 
ever be beft extinguiflied by ridicule, and 

PRIDS 
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PItiDE by mortificatioii. Vai^ity^ light la 
her own nature, takes wing immediately at 
the firft fight of contempt, or even ncglcfl: j 
. while SELF-suFFiciENCT OWQ6 no confu* 
tation but a cudgeU Dodior Young fays 
prettily. That the vain man is a beggar of 
admiration — Now to be a beggar, adds he, 
is no creditable profeffion ; yet is he more 
noble who begs bread, than he who begs a 
bo'Wy for the bread is more wOrth. Theo- 
phraftus meantime, than whom no maa 
feems more deeply to have penetrated the 
recefles of the human heart, gave the world^ 
three thoufand years ago almoft, the (ketch 
of ;in OSTENTATIOUS charadcr, very 
happily, when he fays, that, to flbow aU 
Athens how he had facrificed an ox that 
day, his hero ftuck up the creature's head 
and horas upon the front of his houfe, that 
no pafler by might mifs feeing it, or fail to 
witnels his opulence and piety. I have, 
however, fc^ this inftancc ^'foUy furpaflcd 

Tox. !!• H by 
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cander not wanting money had certainljr 

a right to (land for his price. While they 

talk on, however, Alcander's fervant brings 

him a letter, informing him of a much larger 

quantity of fugars coming over than was 

before expeded. Alcandcr now wxflied for 

nothing better than to fell at Decius's price, 

before the news was known j but, fearing to ^ 

appear precipitate, drops the difcourie, and, 

commending die weather, artfully propofes 

they Ihould enjoy it together at his country 

feat. The affair happening on a Saturday 

early in May, Decius accepts the invitation, 

and away they drive in Alcander's coach, 

agreeing to return on Tuefday morning to 

London. 

Meanwhile Decius, riding out upon an 
eafy pad of his friend's to get him an appe« 
•Ute for Monday's dinner, meets a gentleman 
who tells him the Barbadoes fleet was all 
deftroyed by a ftprm j and adds, that before 
he left the city that morning fugars were 

rifmg 



• • 
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rifing apace, anfl >that 25 per cent, at leaft 

••' ..• 
would be the advancfe\6y. 'change time. 

Deems now returns, ao€ tfifumes the dii- 

• • • 

courfe which Alcandef wiS'.moft defirous 

• • • 

to bring forward : and howcvel' 'eager one 

•• y -. 
was to buy, the other felt no lefs pafflfmat? 

defire to fell :— weary alike too of countei>;; 

feiting indifference, Decius, the moment *: 

dinner was removed, throwing a guinea 

gayly on the table, ftrucfc the bargain at 

Alcander's price, and gained next morning 

200L by his fugars. 

Here was no cheating, no defraud- 
ing ; yet Alcander, while he ftrove to over- 
Keach his neighbour, was paid in his own 
coin. 

There is a phrafe congenial to fouls like 
thefe, and ufed too often ; taking a man in 
is the cxprcffion : I only print it that it may 
ht avoided for ever» 



H 3 PACE, 
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• tf 



rV. 






pace; ST£P,.<j7kii; MARCH, WALK. 






• • • 



Come, but keep thj wonted ftate» 
. •* I\ '••With even step, and muGng gait, 

.-. "('^pWKltonin his Pcnfcrofo ; and in fucli 
fenfc thcfe words are colloquially nfed too, 
for they, though apparently, arc not in ftridi- 
nefs fynonymous. The firft is always apr 
plied to brutes, and the horfe upon fale is 
commended for doipg his paces well, whilft 
the boarding-fchool mifs receives praife for 
the elegance of her gait. The step of 
a DANCEH attracts our applaufe ; but the 
.foldier's firm march calls for our eftcem,' 
and connefts with ideas of dignity, courage, 
every fource of the fublime. The hafty 
walk of a penny-poflman, 6r the folemii 
WALK at a funeral proceffion, \s appropri^t 
ated to the lafl word upon the lift : 

And by her graceful walk the.gueeii of love was known. 
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t recoiled); but one pafTage where pace is 
made poetical, and that is in Hawkefworth's 
beautiful Ode upon Li&i where the fh^owi 
rife — 

Age 1 my jEuture felf I tracer 
Stealing flow with feeble pace ; 
Bending with difeafe and cares^ 
AUihe load of life he bears* 

While Pope's famous triplet places the fourth 
tvord upon our catalogue in the moft happy 
light, when he fays fo truly, that 

Waller was fmoothj but Dryden taught to join 
The varying verfe, the full refounding line. 
The long majeftic march, and eoprgy divine. 



PAIR, COUPLE, BRACE, 



^F 



ALL mean two of one fort, yet cannot 
^ey be deemed true fynonymes, while 

H 4 iuch 
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fuch arbitraxy modes of ufmg them prevaiL 
APAilt of eggs, or a couple of coach- 
liorfeSy would be ridlculpus; and though 
every Englifh gentleman^ fportfman, lady, 
or fervant, in our king's dominion, naturally 
calls two carp, two pheafants, or two grey- 
hounds, a BRACE ; yet foreigners mufl b^ 

told fuch trifles^ or they neyer can learn 
them; becaufe a pair of ducks, and a 
COUPLE of woodcocks, is equally common 
and regular. — Italians are as arbitrary; they 
iay un par S^uovi in familiar talk; and 

though little difpofed to laugh at fuch mif- 
takes, I truft a Roman Abate would fcarce 
keep his countenance, if he heard one tall 
the couple of eggs brought up for one'% 
fupper at an inn una hclla co^la^ 



PARXI^ 
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PARTICULAR, PECULIAR, SINGULAR, 



APPEAR fynonymous adjedives adver« 
bially ufed, yet can fcarcely be rated fuch upon 
dole inveftigation* We lay that Timon it 
a SINGULAR fellow, nice in his feledlion of 
intimates^ but firmly attached to thofe he 
has once chofen, and oddly refolute to befieve 
nothing in their disfavour, though the accu« 
fations may be fupported by proofs undenia* 
ble to the reft of mankind. He adheres 
with equally inftinftive clofenefs, however, 
to a faihion as he does to a friend, and by 
fo doing gives bimfelf a mighty particu^ 
LAR appearance in his manners and drefs, 
which looks like the date of the year 1 759 
Upon his back, and fets thq boys and girls 
oMaughing~very little to his concern; for 
having a confcioufnefs peculiar to him* 
if^ that he is not deijpicable, he has no no« 

% tioa 
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tion how completely he is defpifed by per- 
fons, whofe approbation greater men than 
Timon are contented to court at the ex>. 
pence of things eflential to their true hap^ 
jpinefe^ 



f ARTS, POWERS, MENTAL QUALITIES, AC- 
COMPLISHMENTS, TALENTS, GENIUS^ 
FACULTIES OF MIND, 



' .I ' , ' ! ' 



\ * 



DOCTOR Johnson always faid there 
*^as a fex in words ; if fo, the firft of thefe 
has belonged by cuftom immemorial to the 
jnen, the third of theift to the ladies. By a 
roan of parts however, or a woman of 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, is not meant one 
whofe powerful and overruling genius 
impels him tq the exercife of any particular 
art or fcience^ Hcrfchcl or Stddons. No; 
fuch a defcription fuits the late carl of Hunt- 
ingdon^ 
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tngdon^ or celebrated ducbefs of Queen& 
berry ; and whilft I would give Burke and 
Johnfon as examples of great and general 

• . ■ 

POWERS, I would inftance Elizabeth as a per- 
fon poflefled of peculiar talents for go- 
yemment in her day, as the late Lord Chat- 
ham in his ; and fay, that John duke of 
Marlborough had prodigious talents for 
war, while Frederick the Third of PruflSa felt 
the military genius. Truth Is, whoever 
lives in the happy pofTeffion of great mejn- 
!rAL qualities may, by turning every 
FACULTY OF HIS MIND to One fet purpofc, 
form by degrees that which we call a TA- 
LENT for fome particular fcience, art, or 
ftudy ; and I doubt not but Mr. Pope might 
have been as good an aftronomer or chy- 
mlfl as ever he was a poet ; fo might Me^ 
taftafio probably, had they concentrated their 
powers, and faftened them on tbat branch 
pf knowledge inftead of the bough they 
V;bofe J while SUftkefpeare, Ariofto, Handel, 

Fergufon, 
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Fergufbtt, miift have been what they werci 
and that of aeceflity : their a£Ni u s was tOQ 
power&il for them to flop or turn. 



sx 



IPARTY, DIVISION IN THE STATE, FACTION, 



THESE cannot be fuppofed naturally 

and neceflarily fynonymous, whilft each 
FARTY in its turn calls the oppofite one a 
FACTION, with intent to difgrace it in the 
eye of fuch as lament thofe divisions in 
A STATE which force them into the lifts on 
either fide. When England was rent with 
commotions in the latter end of ktng Charles 
the Firft*s reign, the firft appellative of fcorn 
was thrown by thofe who flocked round the 
ix>yal ftandard at their republican opponents, 
whom the cavaliers now firft called rounds 
peads^ from their manner of wearing the 
liair cut fHort| or at moft curled in one row 

about 
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about the neck beliind ; and 'tis obfervaUe^ 
the rigid Protedants of Germany ftiU hope 
Tome merit tdky be claimed by being feea 
out of powder with fleek round beads^ and 
for the mod. part a bright brafs comb ftudc 
behind ; while gentlemen in Italy and Spaia 
are yet going by the name of csvaliers fince 
the holy war, to which tbty went on horfe* 
back, while plebeians walked on foot. But 
a new diftindion foon broke out in Britain, 
where the la(l-menti<Hied called themielves 
petitioners, and the loyalifts, abhorrers, firom 
their repeated expreffions of the abhorrence 
they felt ag:unft men who difturbed their 
fovereign*S and the public's tranquillity. Into 
the abufive names of wbi^ and tory however 
all others foon dropped, and by thefe nameg 

the ariflocrates and democrates of our coun- 
try have till now been known. Of thefe 
Rapin fays, " The moderate tones are the 
true Engliihmen — have frequently faved 
the ftate, and will fave it again (prc^hettc 

may 
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may his words prove !) whenever it (Iiall b^ 
in danger cither, of defpotifm from' the e6 
forts of the very violent torie^ or of repub- 
licanifm from the very violent whig^ ; for,'* 
continues he, " the moderate ftate-whigs 
yfnOx little more than to maintain with unre-^ 
niitted attention the privileges of parlia-« 
ment, and only lean in every difpute to the 
popular fide; while the tories watch With 
equal care over the royal prerogative, re- 
gardful of its tights and jealous of its in- 
fringements. Epifcopalians and puritans in 
like manner foftened down their diftindions^ 
and were beft known in the fucceeding 
reigns by name of high and low church-* 
men } the firfl being mod; ftrenuous to fup« 

port the hierarchy ; the fccdnd, vigilant to 
prevent any flxetch of ecclefiaftical power." 
Till thefe unhappy times, however ^anarcbi/ii 
profefledly fo called were never heard of 
in any church or date. Lord Boling^roke^ 
who will not be fufpeded eafily I imagine 
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of an hypocritical regard for our holy rdi- 
gion, fays in this manner : " Some men 
there are, the pefls of fociety I think them, 
who take every opportunity of declaiming 
againfl that church eflablifhment which is 
received in Britain j and juft fo the other 
men of whom I have been fpeaking, afFefl: 
a kindnefs for liberty in general, but diflike 
fo much the fyftem of liberty eftablifhcd 
here, that they are Inceflant in their cndea/- 
vours to puzzle the plained thing in the 

world, and to refine and diftinguifh away 

• « 

the life arid ftrength of our conftitution in 
favour of the little prefent momentary turns 
nvbicb they are retained toferve. And what 
would be the confeq\ience I would know, 
if their endeavours ihould fucgeed? I am 
perfuaded,'* continues he, ** that the great 
politicians, divines, philofophers, and law- 

« 

yers, who exert them, have not yet prepared 
and agreed upon the plans of a new reli^ 
£ion^ and of new conjlitutions in church and 
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^att. We (hould find ourfdvcs therefore 
without any form of religion^ or any civil 
government. The firft fet of thefe miffion* 
aries would haften to remove all reftraints 
of religion from the govemeH^ and the latter 
let would remove or render inefiedual all 
die limitations and controuls which liberty 
has prefcribed to thofe that govern, and thus 

disjoint the whole frame of our conftitution. 
Entire diflblution of manners, confufion^ 
anarchy, or at beft abfolute monarchy, jnuft 
follow ; for it is probable that in a ftate like 
this, amidft fuch a rout of lawlefs favages, 
fnen would choofe that government, rather 
than no government at all." Thus far the ele- 
gant and fpirited diflfertation upon parties 
bears teftitnbny to a neceffity for religioqe 
and civil fubordination, in thefe days openty 
denied and combated, to the terror of every 
fed, the aftonifliment of every party. Againft 
theprefent Faction, then, let all modifica* 
tions of chriftianity and civilizadon bailea . 
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to xiaite ; when even this laft quoted infidel 
would, were he now alive, lend his affiftancc 
to cruih thefe profeflbrs of atheifm and vior 
lence, thefe traitors to human kind, who 
under; a fiiow of regard rob them of their 
deareft rights, and render the royal, the pa- 
rental, the marital authority — ^for each is con- 
ne&ed with the other — a jeft for fools, a 
fliadow of a (hade. 



PHILANTHROPY, CHARITY, BENEHCENCE, 
tJENEROSlTY, BENEVOLENCE, KINDNESS, 

FRIENDSHIP, 



Ak£ not I believe exadlly fynonymous« 
Fgt ever fepar ate ^ y^t for ever near^ will a 
well-inftrudted foreigner find them after 
long refidence in this nation, fo juftly cele- 
brated for its GENEROSITY^ yet kuowing 
little of the joys of friendship— a word 

VOL, IK I now 
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now proftituted to political purpofes ; while 
thofe perfons are by feme new perverfion 
of language ft y led friends of the people, 
who feek with more than ufual diligence to 
ruin and miflead them — luring them for- 
ward to deftroy that nobility they may now 
reafonably hope, by deferving, to obrain ; 
and pull down thofe limits of civilized life, 
which like the bars in mufic make all the 
harmony of compofition. The comfort is, 
our highly-enlightened populace fee and 
condemn their falfehood j nor will be dvped 
by fuch apparent fhews of benevolence 
in their deluders, whilft all their tables af- 
ford talk of perpetual cenfyre, eternal deri- 
fion, accompanied with ftrong defire of de- 
rogating from each exalted charader, and 
giving hints for defamation even of thofe 
individuals — the very cenfurers would fcarcc 
be unwilling to affift, were they fuffering 
pecuniary diftrefs. 

But although our age and country fland 
5 fore- 
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foremoft in the ranks of beneficence^ of 
which our hofpitals^ prifons, < and fubfcrip- 
tions for almfgiving^ afibrd undeniable and 
exemplary proofs; the prefent times are 

as certainly unfavourable to friendship^ 
which like the tuberofe diiFufes its fweets 
moft powerfully in a room ; and, breathing 
freeft in a clofer air, delights to perfume do- 
meftic apartments, deftined for the comforts 
of focial life ; while the more liberal honey- 
fuckle fcatters its fragrance indifcriminately^ 
on paflers by, like modem philanthro- 
pists, who fo extend their undifcerning 
kindness to every colour, every charader, 
every defcription of men, they feem to love 
the human race, not only with their faultn^ 
but, as ladies fometimes are loved — tvtnfor 
their fauhs. Meantime that high^principled^ 
that Chriftian virtue charity, that pure 
love of God and obedience to his will, that 
defire of pleafmg him which •emanates in 
tender care of his creatures, that gentle fpi^^* 

I 2 rit 
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lit vaunting not itfelf, diinking no evil, en- 
during all things, and feeking not her own, 
feems to have been the growth of a neighs 
bouring nation, where the pofleflbr of fuch 
faint-like excellence was complimented by 
our countrjmen, as well as his own, with 
the tides of ideot, dolt, afs, &c. We fools 
accouiitcd bis Ufe vusdn^s — but ^ Wifdom 
will at lengtii be juftified of her children \^ 
for whilfl his fubjedb dafled him among 
the vileft of his fpecies, living and djing 
rated him among fuch ; they exalted to the 
rank of heroes and of d^mi-deities, Mirabeau, 
Voltidre, &c« only for having exceeded their 
competitors in zeal and ability to diflemi-^ 
nate the poifon of infidelity, and its fttbfe- 
quent, nay its confequent vices — fb^e, 
murder, rebellion, parrklde. 



PIOUS, 
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HOUS, RELIGIOUS, DEVOUT. 



THOSE words are certainly in their 
common acceptation very firon^y allied : it 
does not) however, ftrike me that they are 
adlually fynonymous; becaufe the fecond 
in particular conveys ideas of a man veholly 
(ecluded from external cares, in order that 
be may attend more clofely to the duties of 
RELIGION; yet a long refidence in coun- 
tries attached to the church of Rome, will 
now and then exhibit a R£LIGI£UX who is 
Aeither pious nor devout. I mean not 
the empty common-place of fneering at re- 
jLiGious orders, which were originally in- 
ftituted widi good though midaken inten- 
tions, which have been corrupted doubtlefs 
to a melancholy ftate of deviation from 
what was at tirll inftituted in each, and 
which ar^ now going to be deftroyed witb- 

1 3 out 
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out any good that I can fee mingled in tht 
projed: for deftroying them. A man may 
be however a good and ufeful member of 
many fuch an order, without any exemplary 
PIETY or DEVOTION, if he adhere ftriftly 
t9 the rulbs, attend the religious func- 
tions with decent and unremitted pundiu- 
ality at their flated limes, and fet a good 
example of regular and fteady behaviour in 
a perfon addided to fludy and eminent 
for learning ; while myftic and enthuHailic 
PIETY often blazes up to a greater height 
among Protedants, who being lefs retrained 
by ritual obligation than Romanifts are, fol«- 
low fanatic zeal, when once in fight of it, 
with a degree of headftrong violence no 
church eftablifhment encourages, or would 
willingly permit. Witncfs the frantic warmth 
of fancy allowed in each other by the foU 
Jowers of Emanuel Swedenborg, whofc 
empty heads imagine their founder worthy 
of being not called among the angels only^ 

but 
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but of being found capable of being ufeful 
to them as an inJiritilor\ while nothing can 
run further from pious awe, that fears ftill 
to offend, than fuch vain and arrogant pre- 
tenfions. 

The truly devout man difclaims them : 
humble in his heart, and firm in his con- 

# 

dudl, he fights or trades, or braves the ele- 
ments by fea, or adminifters juftice at home, 
or fearches deep the flores of hidden know- 
ledge, or fwectcns that knowledge by poetic 
numbers, according as his mode of life re- 
quires— ufing his talent to the glory of God, 
and DEVOTING all his powers to bh fervice 
— He neither fhuns the world nor feeks it, 
but as a means of his falvation ; by uflng, 
not abufmg Chriflian liberty — He impofes 
on himfelf no new duties of a religious 
\\itprofeJJid — He neither fhrinks into a mere 
reclufe, nor flames up into a myftical and 
madly pious intruder of his notions on 
mankind ; but, charitable to all, defires to 

1 4 affift. 
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ailiil, and not condemn^ his fellow*labourert 
in the true Chriflian caufe. 

Were I to place the name of Button un* 
der this pidure, he would be offended ; but 
I may tell my readers how one of his female 
miflionaiies for North America replied to 
Dodor Johxdbn, who aiking if fhe was not 
fearful of her health in thofe cold countries^ 
received for anfwer. Why, Sir, I am de- 
voted to die fervice of my Saviour; and 
whether that may be beft and moft ufefally 
carried on here, or on the coaft of Labra- 
dor, *tis Mr. Buttons bufinefs to fettle — I 
will do my part either in a brick-houfe or a 
fiiow-houfe, with equal alacrity — for you 
know Vif the fame thing with regard to my 

This was a devout woman^ of which 
fort I know not how many will be found ; 
hut the przcurfor of our Lord preached no 
other dodrine than this. — Be did not bid 
the foldiers quit their profeffions, or tell 
^^ them 
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them that tbdr crnamcnts wcrt dipt In hM^ 
he only commanded them to do no .vio- 
lence, but red; contented with their wag€% 
I remember. He did not, as it appears, 
condder even the publicans' calling as no- 
ceflarily deflrudive of their £ilvation who 
purfued it, but enjoined them ^ to exaA 
no more than was appointed*^' He trealr- 
ed not any honourable defignations of life 
as profane, but taught repentance of our 
fins, not of our fituations in this worId~- 
where St. Paul likewiie, who was the fd* 
lower, as St. John the harbinger of Jefus, 
fays briefly, Whatfoever you do, do it to 
the glory of God— and that furely is true 

DEVOTION. 



sac 



POET, WRITER, AUTHOR, 



ARE in their own fenfe of &e i^or^s 
certainly not fynonyfflOUS7*-the firft lias 

ever 
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ever exalted his art above the reft ; and fb 
ceitamly does every man of learning openly 
or tacitly aflbnt to the poet*s fuperiority, 
leaving all other writers who cannot 
make verfeSy apparently fo diflatisfied widi 
themfelves, that even our immortal Bentley 
thought it neceflary to try : and Dodfley has 
preferved a few faint ftanzas, in which we 
may perceive that firft-rate name ftrug- 
gling for unmerited praife in a cold imita- 
tion of Evelyn, >rather than not leave him- 
ielf recorded as a competitor for poetic lau* 
rels. Johnibn, half in jeft half in eameft, 
wlien his Imlac feels the enthufiaftic lit, 
and goes on for. fome pages aggrandize 
ing his own profeifion, makes the Prince 
of Abyflinia flop him at length with thefe 
words — Enough ! thou haft convinced me 
that no human being can ever be a poet. 
And I well remember one day at Sir Joftiua 
Reynolds's houfe, fome gentlemen coming 
in with a foreigner, to ihew him the pic- 
tures. 
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ture$^ and pomting out Johnfon's, when lie 
a&ed whofe was that ? — ^Johnfon the philo- 
fopher, fays one in company — ^Johnfon the 
great htriter^ cries another interrupting 
him — Our famous author^ fir, faid the 
mafter of the houie. ITeJl-ce pas Ih le po^ 
ETE? enquired our vifitanL When the 
Doctor came in half an hour after, I aiked 
him which he loved beft of his panegy- 
rifts. — I love none of the rogues, replied he 
— merrily-1-and am only forry it was not 
Heynolds who called me the poet. That 
dog of a Frenchman took it for Ben^s por« 
trait, I'm |[fraid« Thefe fuperior mortals 
Iio w then (hall we venture to clafs ? for fome 
might with juftice feel offended, even in 
the ihades, were they placed as mere equals 
with the reft j — for though all figh for the 
iacred name of poet, all muft not fit oq 
the fame bench I think with Homer, Shakp* 
fpeare, Milton, and Ariofto : and if other 
great Greek xiames, with Virgil, Horace, 

Taflb, 
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Taffo^ T^rencC) Camoens, am mtdtis aliis^ 
are contented with the feccmd row ; perhaps 
thethhd, ftSl increafing like Rhopaliclioes, 
ftoold be filled up by Conteilie^ Dryden» 
Pope^ Racine^ BculeaUi Thomibn^ Rowe, 
Yoisng^ Swift^ and a long, honourable it 
utttra. I know not whedier the Engliih 
liave many of what I tall fecond rate foets 
Id faoaft :— ^ours, vnlefs Spenfer may claim 
tliat poft) are all either firft or thirds a» I ro- 
mpmber; which is the more remarkable, 
ibecaufc Great Britain exhibits above all 
isonntries the cotnforts of mediocrity in moft 
miM^GS — climi^, difpenfation* of riches^ 
talents— every thing but poefy ; and there 
I recoiled no one to fill die breach 'twixt 
Shakespeare and Dryden— -unleis Edmund 
Spenfer be allowed that honour. 



PRBDIC- 
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PREDICTION A«D PROPHECY 



ARE fcarcely fynonymoua ; while the firft 
ieems beft appropriated to the word of mere^ 
man uiuiifpired9 the feoond to the word of 
God— pronounced either by himfclf or 
fome commiflioned mortal. Such .are the 
PROPHECIES contained in the Scriptures^ 
many of which are already fo vifibly, fa 
uncontrovertibly fulfilled » chat incredulity's 
ielf fhrinlis from their evidence. Among 
thefe are the deflru&ion of Carthage de« 
aounced in the days of Romulus by liaiah ( 
the calling of King Cyrus by his name, fo 
]png before his birth ; and the final defeat of 
Darius foretold to be eflTe&ed by Alexan^ 
do: the Great, who was himielf teftimony 
tf its truth, when advancing in rage againfb- 
Jtrufalem, the high prieft Jaddus met him 
at the gate, and the world's conqueror fell 
at his feet to worihip the Eternal Father, 

whofe 
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whole myfterious name bound on his (eN 

vant^s forehead was the only armour oppofed 

to Macedonia's monarch which could blunt 

liis violence. The prieft then led him le 

die holy place, and fhewed him there the 

book of Daniefs prophecy, written three' 

Imndred years before thole great events. In 

which his conflid and victory over Perfia 

were fet forth. Meantime the foe of man« 

Jdnd, mindful of the power which the fore- 

Ihowing of futurity muft give to the true re- 

Qgion, imitated on his part by falfe oracles 

thofe denunciations of infpired writers, and, 

availing himfelf of people's natural propen- 

fity to liilen after ambiguous phrafes, de* 

cdved his votaries by vain predictions, 

and that in Crccfus's cafe fo very notorioufly, 

that CEInomaus the philofopher confidera 

them, in a paflage preferved by Eufebius, aa 

mere cheats ; whilft he imputes the decep* 

tion to Jupiter, and never feems to fuC 

pea, as Baylc and other modern fceptics 

do. 
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do^ that all the deceit was a trick of the 
priefts to gain money and credit from the 
vulgar. That thefe oracUs^ whatever they 
were, ceafed at our Saviour's coming, can 
fcarcely be denied ; — and Pere Balthus, Li- 
brarian to the Jefuits College at Rhcims, 
a learned man, who died no longer ago 
than the year 1 743, fays in his Reponfe a 
THiftoire des Oracles, ecrite par Monfieur dc 
Fontenelle, that they were real oracles ; which 
Bouchet*8 Letters from India confirm, add- 
ing, that the fame things ftill faintly fubfift 
in the Eaft — among Pagan nations— but 
fade away in proportion as the Gofpel is 
propagated; an aflertion Krantz corrobo- 
rates in his authentic and entertaining ac- 
count of the Greenland Angekoks. Certain 
it is, that where there is leaft true faith, 
mod credence is bellowed on vain predic* 
TIONS ; and this obfervation is fo fure, that 
Homer makes his Cyclop, whom he de- 
fcribes as eminently atheiftical, the god^e 

left 
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%/!r Polypheme, find out when Utyfles e^ 
capes him— • 

This Tckmus fMrfrntdcs foretold^ 
The mighty Seer that on thefe lulls grew old ; 
Skill'd the dark fiatcs of mortals to declare^ 
And kam*d in all wing'd omens of the air* 

Wbich Ovid has extended : 

Telemiit inteiea Siculum delatus in xqaor, 
Tekmns Eurymcdes qaem nulla fefellerit ades, &e. 

Nor can I iancy the preient age quite as 
eminent for its fpirit of orthodox; belief, as 
I find it fkilfiil and acute to dig out declara** 
tions of fomething to come fix)m Lacey's 
Warnings, or Fleming's curious fermon ; 
iivfaich, inftead of being confidered as an at- 
tempt ta explain the prophecies of St 
John's Apocalypfe, is now half looked up 
to, as being in its own felf prophetic : a 
'^^^iftake which would have grieved, not 
flattered the ingenious author, whofe Ikill 
in calculation defcrves much rcfped, and 

whofc 
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whofe PREDICTION rcfpedlng the fate of 
France has beeii furprifirtgly verified, as ail 
Europe muft allow. - Indeed, the prefent 
ftrange ftate of things arolind orle prefetits 
jperpetual temptation to imagine fome ap^ 
proaching change. Gteat bvl&ilte HslVfc mark- 
ed every two thoufand yeart from the bcgin-^ 

« 

hing; and when we fee each ftep Time treads 
towards the third grand period, ftamped 
With uncommoii prefTiire, Who caii forbear 
tecolle£ling the idea fhaddwed but by the 
jprimitlvd Fathers^ aild lAaihtained wtlK 
firm perfuafion by Ladantius, of ttofe bufy 
fcenes likely tb {)fecede ouf laft fabbaticat 
days, of which eVety fevettth is perhapis a 
type ? — The emancipatibn bf the blackis too 
* — great and aftoniftiihg wbrk as it is — Will 
in all human probability be effected beforb 
the eild of this century, and remind taleb 
perhaps of the old Sybil*8 SlioPHEcy, 
which faid fb lotlg ago, that when Afric 
recovered, Mundfss would expire : a faying 
then underftood at Rome of the world's 
YOJ.. II, ' K endi 
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€nd ; — but when Juftinian's general of that 
name died in Dalmatia, they confidered the 
PREDICTION as fulfilled. 

But why recur to Sybilline oracles ? — ^Thc 
Roman Eagle as exhibited in viiion to Ef- 
dras, with his triple crown — feeble and 
plume-plucked ; — the memorable verfes in a 
fucceeding chapter foretelling that there fhall 
be fedition among men, invading one ano- 
ther ; that they (hall not regard their kings 
and princes, but the courfe of their a£dons 
Qmll (land in their own power; for there 
ihall be a great infurredtion upon them that 
/ear the Lord ; they fhall be like madmen 
fparing none, but flill fpoiling and deflroying 
them that fear the Lord — Such events com- 
ing to pafs before our own eyes, accompa- 
nied with what our Saviour has bimfelf 
foretold, concerning the difbrefs of nations 
with perplexity — men's hearts failing them 
for. fear, and for looking on thofe things 
which come upon the earth— do certainly 
.fufficc to aftound fome minds : and form a 

frightful 
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frightful combination of circumftances in a 
country where every one, indoQi doSiique^ 
prefumes to expound according to his own 
fancy, paflages from holy writ : — and 'tis but 
a few months ago that there appeared id 
fome public print of the day, the following 
numerical calculation of the fix hundred and 
(ixty-fix, iaid to be the number of the bead in 
Rfevdations ; for, fays St. John, his number 
is the number of a Man^ and by that count 
here it is afcribed to Lewis the Fourteenth 
of France, who. laft afpired to univerfal mo* 
narchy. — Vide St. Johns Apocdypfe^ chap. 
xvL vcr. 18. 
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Now Bifhop Newton, Diodati, an^ aU 
moil all the learned proteftant writers^ ex- 
plained this pafTage by the word Lateinos — 
but it is the number of a man^ not of a kn« 
guage or nation. I will fay no more about it^ 
however, having this moment heard a true 
anecdote related, that feems as if it had been 
made on purpofe — ^which it was not — to 
throw a jufl ridicule upon me, and upon all 
fuch unknowing and incompetent pokers 
into PROFH£GY. An ordinary man in Sur«- 
ry here aiked his curate, if he did not think 
this war would go hard with the French ! 
• — Nay, I ^lafure it will, added the fellow : 
for I was reading in the Bible but this morn- 
ing, and found fome where in Ifaiah thefe 
remarkable words — ^* Mount Seir fliall be 
brought low.** Now, fir, you feethe prophet 
mud have meaiU that Mounfecr ihall be 
brought low* — Can ignorance or folly go 
further ? 



PK£FACE^ 
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PREFACE, PRELUDE, PROEM, PROLOGUE, 

EXORDIUM. 



THESE words, though clofely allied in 
fynonymy, muft not be ufed with indifie- 
rence by foreigners, becaufe their propriety 
depends upon their places. We fay the 
PREFACE to a book — the prelude to a 
Jpiece of mufic — the prologue written for 
a new play — and the exordium to a rhe- 
torical compofition. Tully calls it difficiUU 
ma pars orationis ; but, by what I can un- 
derftand, the Latins ufed peroration more, 
and ftudied the art of fpeaking more than 
their mailers the Greqks did ; who appear 
in every thing to have produced more im- 
mediate efifeA with fmall apparent pains 
than any other fet of men : — 'tis fo with 
OPginality io every thing. 

K3 , Sal 



v. 
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Sal thoughty and tfaooghty and mi{s*d her aims 
While Ned ne'er ftod jing wpn the game. Shenstone, 

Thoi^ who follow indeed muft neceflarilj 
fhidy, or they will not even iave a ppint ; 
while the inventor pf the game, knowing all 
its combinations, may like Philidor play on 
die violin while he conquers the greatefl pro^ 
feflbrs at che& But we have forgot one of 
the words upon our lift — prqem — juft for 
th» reafon — becaufe it is foi^otten in con-i* 
ver&tion language, whence it is lefi out as 
too foblime, while preamble is turned 
out as too vulgar I believct though all of 
them were at firft of equal value. If even 
in words therefore this fighed-fpi: equality 
cannot be kept, let us not thin^ of it in 
any thing elfe. Water lies level naturally^ 
that is in its natural (late, but cold wrinkles 
and curls it up ; while heat toiTes it into vi- 
olent inequalities. Neither is its natural ftatc 
fettled by philofophers any more than the 
natural (Ute pf fodety ; fome authors con-. 
3 tppding 
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tending (among which, names of no leis ce- 
lebrity than Boyle and Boerhaave may be 
found) that water is a folid body of the 
cryftalline kind, put by heat into a pretem^* 
tural ftate, like any other mineral, which, by 
a ftill greater degree of heat, is driven into 
fufion Ukewife ; but muft not for that reafon 
be ranked among real fluids. If water then 
rtiay be denied fluidity by fubtle arguers, it 
may alfo be denied the natural difjpofition 
we have hitherto believed it poflefled of — 
to keep its level, and maintain a regular and * 
equal furface ; and if equality can be found 
neither in the natural world ndr the litera- 
ry one (for to prove this laft pofition we 
need but look over our fynonymcs), it will 
with difficulty be detefted in any thing— 
leaft of all in the place 'tis now fought for, 
fodety ; where he who finds it will be fu^ 
pcrior to us all — and then, 

Like following life in creatures they difleftj 
We lofe it in the moment ^ dete£l. 

K 4 PRESO- 
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PREROGATIVE aho PRIVILEGE. 



THAT thcfe words are not fyqoaympusji 
a foreigner foon learns from t^at hiflory oj^ 
England he is commonly induced to prefer j 
as believing it mo(l impartial, and feeling 
it moft eafy to comprehend — I mean that 
written by Rapin, who J^eeps the li^e very 
exad bctwecp th^m j whence his readers, 
never can be confounded, or miftake, fo as 
to doubt for a moment that to the people 
have been eranted valuable privileges, 
which 'tis their iptereft and dyty tp keep 
from yiolation by continuing to deferve,, 
and ftudying to maintain them: while. the 
king on his part enjoys certain PRHROGAti 
TiVES— advantages not ajiedfor, as the ve- 
ry derivation implies- but inherent in his 
Piiicc, w^icH he caunai pyt with ; vvhich 
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Qiarles tlie firft ^ed rather than bafdy/r^- 

« 

fen J to part with ; apd which Louis Seize 
Vhen he had Joft th? power of exerting, 
}pft his own life, his family's honoiur, hia 
(country V fplendour, ^pd the h^ppinefs .of 
l^s good fpbjeds and true adherents for. 
even May the privata lex^ fjrom whence 
the h^ppy Biitou derives both liferally and 
civilly diofe rights th^t render him fuperior 
tp every other cpuntrynian, be long pr&r 
fprved to his defcendants ; while franchifes, 
iiftmupities and privileges fhall be the 
well undcrftood fynonymy of our highlyr 
favpured Vealm : — an4 fince it was from 
jbreach of thefe by our ill-advifed fovereign, 
when he violated the privileges of parlia- 
ment in that fatal y^ar 1640, that our ra(h 
forefathers derived their excufc for refin- 
ance ; 2md fince even Engliihmen, feduced 
by early fuccefs in what w^ at firft 9. re? 
fpedable intention to maintain the rights 
granted thenx b^ former kings, went for- 
ward, 
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wad, dfl, not contented widi fecuring thdr 
owe jnft claims from future infult, they 
fiiu^ at die mnanVs prerogatiye, fa* 
cxrd as lus perfon, and having a neceflary 
inherence in hb pcdbn, which fell in the 
conteft — may the words nor their meanings 
be ever more difputed, but the elements of 
mnr incomparable government — moft re- 
femUii^ the govenmient of nature itfelf-^ 
keep their due limits, like thofe of fire and 
water j either of which let loofc upon the 
other, confumes the whole of the elemen- 
tary fyftem, and produces, in the nicely-ba- 
lanced world, dthcr a deluge or a confla- 
gration! 



PREVALENT 



9 
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PREVALENT, PREVAILING, 



ARE both adverbs expreflive of predcau 
minance, not ftrong, but firengthening everjt 
moment. The laft word being a participle 
18 in common ufe of cpurfe, and I think it 
lies a whole (hade nearer to vulgarity than 
the other. We fay that one prevalent 
idea poflefling the mind, is a mark of inci- 
pient madnefs; yet that fome prevailing 
opinions fhould keep rule in a man's hciad is 
oeceflary : he will otherwife become an un- 
fteady character, of no credit to his friends 

and no confequence to himfelf, if from fear 
>of prejudices he keeps his mind like a carte 
blanche, for any fool to write what he pleafes 
on ; or like a fhop- keeper's dirty flate with a 
iponge tied to it, ready to wipe out one fet 
of notions at any time, for the more conve- 
liient infertion of another fet. Friendfhip is 

commend- 
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commendable, and partiality towards a friend 
pardonable, if not approaching to praife- 
worthy. Yet the permitting almofl any 
chandler or perfon fo to monopolize one's 
thoughta as to PHEVAiL over every other, 
and' prompt one to talk only of him or her, 
18 ridiculous ; and ridiculed even if the ob-> 
jpBt of our admiration be fon or daughter, 
although more folly is forgiven to jpiarental 
dian to any other fondnefs. A man's ho- 
ned delight in his own calling is eftimablc^ 
fay we ; but 'tis comical carried to an ex- 
treme, becaufe it fhews the prevailing 
taile too flrohgly. I was once well ac- 
quainted with a worthy merchant, who had 
his own portrait painted and hnng up in the 
compting^'houfe j it was a ftriking likenefs, 
and we commended it as fuch — ** Ay, ay,'* 
replied tKe matter of the houfe, " you fee 
'tis reprefented writing — 2ipen in my band — 
that's like me, fure enough j for though I 
pevqr read your poets much, I took up one 

% QOce 
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once by chance^ and found a fine obfervadonj^ 
confidering it was verfe— • 

Nature^s chief mafterpiece is vniting well* 

We mufl own/' continued he, ^ that that la 
exceeding good fenfe." 

Another acceptation of the fecond woid 
upon our lift, fhews it by no meant fynony- 
mous with the firft. It might be aflerted, 
that notwithftanding our war againft Fiance 
was undertaken with pure intentions, and 
the dilEculty of avoiding it almoft iniiipe- 
rable, there is poflibility of our not pre- 
VAILING in the conteft, as the fnany- 
headed monfter feems invulnerable fome- 
how. Perhaps becaufe like Achilles {he has 
been dipt in hell's hotteft river, her rulers are 
like him difpofed to devour even literally the 
fleih of kings and princes, and to fay, as he 
does to the mortally wounded HeAor, 

Could I cnyfelf the bloody banquet join ? 
Ko. To the dogs thy carcafe I refign. 

And 
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/^nd 'tis no doubt the opinion moft pkeva^ 
LENT among wife men, that the French 
rulers would make no peace more friendly, 
no cempadt more eligible, with any of the 
allied powers at prefenf, than that propofed 
by the ferocious hero of antiquity when ex- 
cited by the fpirit of revenge. Over minds 
fwelled with vanity, delHtute of principle, 
ind burfting with ambitious rage, even ava- 
ricie has no power ; nor could peace be pur- 
ehafed by gold, which has an almoft uni- 
ver/al fway through the walks of civilized 
life — ^where, as our elegant fatirift Gay 
fays, 

If you at anoiEoe foKcit your due. 

And would not have matters neglefled, 

Tou muft quicken the clerk with a perquifite too. 
To do what hit duty direded : 

Or would you the frowns of a lady prevent. 

She too has this palpable failing ; 
The perquifite foftens her into confent— ] 

That reafon with all is prevailing. 

TO 



/ 
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TO PREVARICATE, TO CAVIL, TO EVADE 
GIVING ANSWERS, TO SHUFFLE^ 



THE firft of thefe is the politeft; the 
fourth is a word almOft too mean even for 
fo mean a pradice : to cavil is fcarce a 
fynonyme to t^e other three ; although he 
who PREVARICATES, by catching up words 
in a wrong fenfe, does moft undoubtedly ex- 
pofe the meaning to cavil, and that inten- 
tionally, Witnefs the condud of the Ro-i 
man foldier, who being taken prifoner by 
Hannibal, and releafed on his parole to re- 
turn, took occalion to go back as if for fome- 
thinghe had left behind, in order to EVADl« 
the oath he had willingly taken : but fuch 
SHUFFLING behaviour was foon condemned 
by his more honourable countrymen, who 
fent him to receive due punifhment from 

Hannibal 
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Hannibal himfelE Franknefs of heart atid 
qpennefs of manners are amiable in every 
iituation we can be placed in ; and cequet-^ 
tifh PREVARICATION is dctefted in all ranks 
and in both fexes. Yet I could relate a ri*^ 
diculous inflance of ill effefts arifing — not 
from fincerity, but from Icflbns given to in-* 
culcate fincerity, where the learner had not 
capadty to be taught. A grave gentleman 
I once knew had a niece whom he loved as 
his child, and whofe uncommon beauty 

drew to his houfe a multitude of her ad* 

• » 

Eiirer& The uncle begged her to make a 
choice, protefted he would never interfere 
with what fo immediately related to her 
happinefs, declaring that ten thoufand 
pounds of his fortune fhould be hers — but 
infifted on her never prevaricating with 
any man, or endeavouring to detain his 
heart while fhe evaded giving him her 
hand. In order tb'ftrengthen his precepts 

by 
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by example, he put Richardfon^s immortal 
Works upon her fhelf, bidding her take 
Harriet Byron for her model — And now, 
fays he, no shuffling with friends who 
come hither only on your account ; and I 
ihall call you a good girl, difmifs or accept 
whom you will. The lovers came, and 
went — applauding the beauty and candour 
of his fair Amelia ; and when his country- 
feat had exhibited a magic-lanthorn of their 
comings and goings for a twelvemonth, the 
vnfe uncle requefled a new tSte-a-tete yrith 
his pretty niece. And what, fays he, can 
be the meaning, my dear, that none of thefe 
gentlemen^s addreffes have pleafed you ? I 
thought young Brillus a very promifing ge^ 
nius, and flattered myfelf you would have 
been of my mind. Eugenio, too, a man of 
birth, breeding, and high connections; hand- 
fome, and of good principles ; why did not 
that match take place ? And poor Adraflus ! 
the worthiefl youth in England, who half 
VOL. II. L broke 
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broke his heart t^Iien he took leave of the 
houfe — what cain be the meaning of ycair 
rcjeding fuch offers ? did not you like the 
men ? Exceedingly well, uncle, replies the 
girl ; but they all do go away after they hare 
rpoke their minds to me, as they call it — 
making me a thoufand compliments on niy 
lincerity and franknefs, and never coming 
again— how can I tell for what ? — But I'm 
fure they have no fault to find with me. I 
do as you bid me, and imitate Mils Harriet 
Byron all I can. It vexed me when Adraftus 
went away fo for aothing at all, and you fay 
it vexed him (fobbing), and I was as kind 
as could be, too ; but whenever I tell any of 
them that I am pre-tngagtdy they fend for a 
poft-chaife diredlly. 



TQ 
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TO PREVENT, TO HINDER, 



ARE as bad ilumbling- blocks to a fo- 
reigner as pre-engaged was to pretty Mifs 
Amelia. The firft of thefe words is fo natu- 
ral to them in its original fenfe^ that they 
are perpetually led to ufe it in a way we 
tinderfland it not; and fay, I prevented 
you of that hole in the ground, why did 
you drive your horfe into it ? meaning I 
warned you. — ^We reply. No, fir : if you 
had fpoken in time, it might have pre- 
vented this overturn, by hindering me 
from going that road. The words, though 
very clofe, are not however pofitively fyno- 
nymous. We fay. The girl in the laft article 
was hindered from eftablifhing herfelfto 
her own heart's content, only by her igno- 
rance of language, and literal imitation of 

L 2 Mils 
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Mifs Harriet Byron, who was really pre-^en^ 
gaged J which Amelia was not. — Yet might 
this abfurdity have been eafily prevented, 
at lead its confequences ; had not the uncle 
been as ignorant of life, as his niece was of 
hir book — for then he would not by af- 
fe&ed fcrupulofity have laid fuch an empty 
idiot open to her own, and to every one's 
power of injuring her happinefs and peace. 
Partiality would not have clofed the eyes 
ef a perfon who knew the world better, and 
plainer (jpeaking would have been a truer 
obligation than nicety, which fuch a Crea- 
ture could not exped, and precepts, which 
ihe could not comprehend* 



FRJMARY 
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PRIMARY AND PRIMITIVE 



APPEAR at firft (ight nearer allied in fy- 
nonymy than upon clofer inveftigation they 
will be found j yet is their appropriation ra- 
ther arlntrary than well grounded. We fay 
the PRIMARY planets^ when defirous to dif- 
tinguifh them from their fatellites, which 
are aftronomically termed fecondaries very 

often ; and amongft thefe the moon (be- 
caufe our own fatellite) is reckoned the 
firft, though I believe fome of Jupiter's at- 
tendants are no lefs in fize or dignity. Si- 
mon Marius, a Pruflian, who fiifl: difco- 
vcred them, gave them the names of their 
PRIMARIES, calling that which revolves 
neareft the body of Jupiter Mercurius Jovi- 
alis, Jupiter's. Mercury; then Venus Jovi- 
alis, Jupiter's Venus ; Jupiter Jovialis, Ju- 
piter's Jupiter ; and Saturnus Jovialis, Jupi- 

L 3 tcr'« 
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ter's Saturn: but in the year 1610, about 
twelve months after, when Galilaeo firft 
fpied them, he called them after his patron's 
family name, and they went feme time by 
the courtly appellation of Aftra Medicaea, 
In about thirty years more, however, when 
Antonmaria de Reita, a capuchin fryar, got 
himfelf laughed : at for fancying he had 
found five moons moire to the fame Piii Ma- 
ry planet, which in honour of Pope Urban 
th^ Eighth he denominated Sidera Urbanoc- 

toviana, fuch appropriation of heavenly bor 

• > 

dies to earthly princes ' became ridiculous — 
the more fo as Reita had in his zeal for re- 
fearch, and hafte for dedication, miftakcn 
five fixed ftars in the water of Aquarius for 
circumjovial fatellites. But the Barberini 
Pontiff, too much a man of fcience to be ig- 
norant of Tycho's catalogue, where thefe 
ftars are marked— and too much a man of 
wit, not to difcern the abfurdity of fending 
his name down to poflerity on fuch occa- 

fipns, 



BRITISH SYNONYMY- x5« 

fions, defired be might be ukeu down from 
the cceleftial glpbe inmicdiateLy» and th^. 
houfe of Medicis followed his example. 
Of afiedlioos iikewife (in the icholaftic 
fenfe) we fay primary as c^pofed to i<s 
condarjr; not primitive. Time and 
place, quantity and quality, are primary 
affif^Uon^ : — thofe which derive from them^ 
as continuity from time, divifibility firom 
quantity, and the like, are fecondaries :— 
but when we fjpeak of grammatical diftinc- 
tions the other word is ufed — as world for 
example is a primitive, worldly a deriva- 
tive : — and colours are diftinguiflied by the 
terms primitive and compofite. Dr. 
Watts gives his young readers an aid to their 
memory by a fimple Hanza containing the 
names of the primary planets, and a 
word made of thofe initial letters which be^ 
gin the feven primitive colours : violet; 
ndigp, blue, green, yellow, orange and 
ted under the form of threp fyllables vibgyor^ 

L 4 which 
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which children will never forget ; although 
they mufl; remember too, that green in 
dyeing is a comjpofite colour, made by dip- 
ping the ftu£F or (ilk twice ; firfl in blue, 
then in yellow. The verfes on the planiets 
are only worth recording becaufe they are 
bis ; but they are worth remembering be- 
caufe they are placed right, fupenor, and 
inferior, according to their rank in our folar 
fyftem: 

Firft Saturn, Jupiter and Mars, 

The Earth then rolls among the ftars, 

And round the Earth the Moon ; 
Venus and Mercury come next. 
The Sun is in the centre fixt. 

And makes a glorious noon ! 

The laft word is always ufed, I think, 
ipeaking of cufloms in the primitive church, 
meaning the earlicji ecclefiaftical eflablifh- 
ment. To fay primary on that occafion 
i/eould miflead, and tempt us to fuppofe 
pne higher in dignity than the reft, when 

we 
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we would be linderftood to fpeak of antiqui* 
ty, not rank — among chriftian churches 
exprefsly prohibited fronji difputing the lat- 
ter point, and exprefsly informed too, that 
whichever of them ihould, in defiance of 
that prohibition, flruggle for and feize the 
mafterjr over his brethren, fhould be pu- 
nifhed by abafement from that exaltation at 
an hour leaft expeSed : — of which threaten- 
ing prophecy the Romanifts now feel the 
truth and force. In common converfation 
too we talk of primitive manners, and 
PRIMITIVE hofpitality, when fpeddng of 
only two centuries back I believe ; for few 
writers or talkers do, I fuppofe, pretend to . 
extol the mode of life in England before 
Elizabeth's reign : and hofpitality is a vir-* 
tue merely dependant on manners, capable 
of exifting only while 'tis wanted : and it 
ftill does exift in Scotland, Wales and Ire- 
land, where neat inns are yet a rarity; 
Md the traveller is bell accommodated in a 
^ gentle- 
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gentlfemaii's hotifep, That' virtue i& in a, 
flatfc of. melancholy; decay L readily allow ; 
but that 'tis more decayed in England than 
dfewherc, I humbly do yet deny, and fm-^ 
cerely difbclieve. That our niorals are much 
worfe than thofe of our anceflors I doubt : 
we now know all the harm that's done, and 
we tell even of more than we know : — but 
the old caftle'$ fel^ the well, the dungeon, 
and the drawbridge, are (landing proofs of 
the depravity of thofe old ariftocratic times — 
proofs of apprehended outrage and purpofed 
revenge ; fuch are the yet vifible marks of 
feudal morality in Bohemia, Tranfitvania, 
Poland, and Hungary ; where life is now 
carrying on much after the fafliion it wore 
here in Great Britain about 1570, when 
communication between our own provinces 
was fcarce attainable ; and if the feeds of 
true religion were not early fown in men of 
noble families and high fortune, no check 
from external caufes could be found, to re* 

ilrain 
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ftrain hard-mouthed paflion and licentioui 
wantonhcfs in themy While ignotenccf kept 
their vaflals half unconfcious of the indig^ 
nitics they fiibmitted to, and the wife of a 

peafant was fecured from the defires of hit 
I 

patron only by her deformity or his for- 
bearance. Yet although I praife not the 
virtue of primitive times in England, I 
oppofe not the condudl of our prefent day 
as exemplary: — ^far from it : — in morals as 
in phyficks, extremes are not unjuftly ob- 
ferved to meet — and ice on the firft touch 
feels like fire to the lips. Truth, wifdom, 
excellence of every kind, refide in a middle 
ftate J while babyhood and fenility are alike 
incapable of exerting or even comprehend- 
ing them. Not only thefe iflands, but the 
whole world feems verging faft to its de- 
cline. Our noon — that happy moment when 

no fhadow can be feen, was ihort indeed : — 
Barbarifm clouded the morning's ray, and 
jdeamy vapours from many a corrupt and 

flagnant 
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ftagnant pool infed; our evening ^. May 
Heaven difperfe them foon, or haften the 
hour when contention with fuch peftilential 
evils fhall be no more — but righteoufnefs 
ihall dwell upon the earth ! 



n ■■■" 



PRIMATE, ARCHBISHOP, METROPOLITAN, 



ARE nearly, if not entirely fynonymous 
in common converfation, and I am not 
enough read in Church Hiftory to know 
which was the earlicft word ufed to exprefs 
that dignity ; although one would think it 
was neceflarily arch-bishop, if we find 
St. Athanafius and St. Gregory Nazianzen 
beftowing the title reciprocally on each 
other, as 1 have been aflured they do — ^for 
that muft have been fome time about the 

year 350 ; — whereas Ifidore Hifpalenfis is 
faid to be the firfl who names them among 

th? 
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the Ladns, and he wrote his treatife on eo 
clefiaftical offices towards 630^ after the 
chronicle was finiihed which is faid to give 
the befl account we have of the condud 
obferved by the Goths and Vandals : — and 
'tis recorded of this famous Spaniard, that 
he (aid an idle monk was doubly a tinner ; 
in forbearing to labour himfelf after the 
apoftles' example, and fecondly in fetting 
himfelf an example likely to be too much 
followed. Meantime bifhops had been the 
infpe&ors or overfeers of the chnflian efta- 
blifhment ever fince we read Saint Paul's 
exprefs dire^ons concerning that eccletia£- 
ticai office : they had one at Rome, in the 
perfon of Linus a Tufcan, who command- 
* ed that no woman fliould enter the church 
uncovered, who wrote the ads of Saint 
Peter, and oppotition of Simon Magus; 
. and who is fuppofed by Eufebius (if I am 
right) to be the identical man mentioned in 
the laft chapter of the fecond epiftle to 

Timothy j 
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Timothy ; whilft at Laodicea, .whence SaibC 
Paul dates that epiftle^ there was. perhaps 

: already a fort of hierarchy eftabliflied. The 
term metropolitan feems to have come 

in :much later, immediately after the grand 
council of Nice : and the bifhop of Aries, 

•who contefted that honour with fome oqe, 
being referred to a council at Turin, was 
told, that whichever of them could prove his 
city to be the capital of the province, fliould 
be called metropolitan. After this, and 
out of this, came the word metrocomia, 
or principal borough, having other bo- 

-^-oughs or villages under its jurifdidlion — as 
I underftood Dodor Johnfon, who was zea- 
lous in his wifhes to fix that diftin£tion 
upon South wark, but never could poflefs 

. himfelf of fads : he faid, however, the ftill 

.remaining title of rural dean in our lan- 
guage, was a remnant of this old Chorepif- 
copus. Primate is a word now chiefly in 
yfe when we fpeak of Ireland j but at the 

time 
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ttme England was divided into ecclefiaftical 
provinces, in the year 1152, the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, as chief metropo- 
litan, claimed to be called primate of 
all England, while York retained his pre- 
tenfion to be denominated primate of 
England, as before. He ftill takes prece- 
dence next to the dukes of the blood royal, 
and goes before all the officers of ftate ex- 
cept the lord chancellor, pofleffing befidc 
empty honours, the power of a palatine 
in one county, and jurifdidlion in crimi- 
nal proceedings: while the archbishop 
of Canterbury holds, by the laws and con- 
ftitution of England, powers fo extenfive, 
that fmce the days of Laud fcarce any one 
has been ever raifed to the dignity, till he 
Was well known for a charafter of perfo- 
nal mildnefs, and of principles which in- 
cline him to moderation in the exercife of 
thofe prerogatives, the voluntary reftridion 
of which contributes not a little to our 

3 ^^PP7 



Ca 
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happy tranquillity, and takes from all ratio- 
nal minds the fmalleft inclination to lefien 
or curtail them. 



PRINCIPAL, CHIEF, MOST CONSIDERABLE 

OR ESSENTIAL. 



THE two firft of thefe are fynonymes, 
if our fentence runs thus: — The princi- 
pal caufe of our wars agalnft France, for- 
merly, was a defire of increafing our com- 
merce and dominion ; but now the chief 
reafon for hoftility is the neceffity of fecur- 
ing our own, and prefervmg the tranquillity 
of Europe. We fay, that the moft essen- 
tial method of keeping peace at home in 
fadious times, is to be caieful who has the 
charge of chief magiftrate, mayor, &c in 
the principal towns; becaufe his office, 

being 
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being qioft considerable, may be fup« 
pofed to have mod influence. 

The firft word, however, eafily turns into 
a fubftantive; the fecond ftill more fb, mean- 
ing in every acceptation one primarily or 
originally engaged, not an auxiliary. A 
prefident or governor is likewife fo called} 
and the mafter of a college or hall is ftyled 
PRINCIPAL in Scotland, where Dn Robert- 
fon long wore that appellation, which fuited 
his fuperiority of genius and knowledge fo 
well J though furely difficult enough to ob-^ 
tain where men of talents are the things 
leaft rarely met with : a fa£k foreigners ap- 
pear to know better than our own country-* 
men* 

Tbey will perhaps need information^ how- 
ever, that a fum of money lent to govern- 
ment, for which intereft is duly paid^ fhould 
be called the principal. An Englifiiman 
learns nothing earlier, or more willingly^ 
VOL. !!• M than 
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I 

than what immediately belongs to calcula^ 
tion, arithmetic, or commerce. 



PRINCIPLE, ELEMENT. RUDIMENT, PRIMOR- 

. DIAL SUBSTANCE. 



OF thefe words in cottimon conver&tion 
we make little ufe, but 'tis becaufe converfa?- 
don fcldom difcufles the truths of natural 
philofophy, or traces the maze of metaphyfi* 
cal difquifitions, elfe we fhould find occalion 
for them all. A foreigner yet in his rudi- 
ments, of our language, will find little 
temptation to inveftigate the primordial 
SUBSTANCE I bdieve, or fettle the point 
whether principle or element flood firft 
in the fcale of creation. They are not fyno- 
nymous, however. We juftly call the foul 
ourthinking PRINCIPLE ; none of the other 

words 
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words would do in this place : fire, water, 
earth, and air, are elements, while fait, 
fulphur, and fpirit are denominated in chyr 
miftry the three adlive principles. In 
logic, we agree that there is no difputing 
with a man who denies principles ; and 
Dodor Watts, who knew moft perhaps of 
fuch fciences, and taught them beft, wifhes 
always to avoid difpute j though arguments 
intermingled among fa£ts, make, as he fome* 
where fays, that ufefiil converfation which 
improves the mind and rectifies the judg- 
ment. In morals, the firft word ftill takes a 
wider field, as caufe of adion, fpring of 
thought, and fource of good and evij. A 
man*s conduct may be wrong, fay we in 
common chat; but if his principles, mean* 
ing his original germ of cKarader, be good, 

he will retum to virtue : if on the coQtrary 
his principles are corrupt, the very good 
he does will blight and wither, like fruit 
upon a rotten tree. This acceptation of the 

M 2 term 
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term, however, deferves an article apart^ S8 
for example — 



PRINCIPLE, TENET, MOTIVE. 



OF two words here, Mr. Pope fays fatJr» 
rically in his etMc epiftles, 

Manners change witli climes. 
Tenets with books, and prinxiples with times-. 

This, notwithftanding that he means to 
urge it as a reproach to human nature, is 
in fome refpeds virtuous, and in fome cafes 
necefTary. 

EXAMPLE. 

He who (hould be induced, by a deiire of 
appearing confiftent in his manners, to driilk 
as much unqualified fpirits during his reft- 
dence in Malta^ as he once found it conve- 
nient 
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&ient to do when upon a difcovering party 
to Hudfon's Bay, would fpecdily, by an in- 
flammatory fever, or remotely by a difeafed 
liver, find caufe to repent that manners had 
not changed with climes, I believe. And fure- 
jy, if books had no more power over opinions, 
than Doctor Johnfon believed eloquence to 
pofTefs over a vote in our houfe of commons ; 
if no writings had force to diflod|ge tenets 
obftinatcly held j 'twere vain to try the arts 
either of conviction or perfuafion, whilfl: 
rhetoric would be rendered ufelefs, and logic 
ridiculous. Frikcifle iticlf, which ought 
to be the only motive of every aftion, and 
is fo in a well-regiilated mind, which moves 
merely by the rule mentioned in a late 
article, of doing every thing to the glory of 
God, and benefit of one's own foul — even 
JPRINCIPLE itfelf muft a little yield to the 
times. And few will doubt but that Tillotfon 
and Ruflell, were they now living, would be 
Jiigh churchmcij and tones j for, thpugh 

M 3 firm 
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firm in a juft perfuaHon that unlimited 
power in either church or ftate is dangerous 
to man's free will^ and a curb upon the ex- 
ertions of genius — they would In times like 
thefe, when democratic rage produces the 
fame evils^ combined with a thoufand more, 
be willing, and even hafty to throw the 
weight of their influence into the oppo- 
fite fcale — preferving, fb far as in them lay, 
authority from being trampled on, nobility 
from being defpifed, all ranks of fubordina*- 
lion broken, and ev^n the juft rewards 
of induftry plundered from honeft traders, 
who had gained them. Such contempt of 
order, fuch breacli of honour, fuch viola- 
tions of decorum, call for a phalanx of op- 
pofition to the torrent, and turn even whig- 
'gifm to loyalty. 

With regard to the fynonymy of the 
words, that is not fbridi, or even very clofe. 
We fay that Qeon's principles are ex- 
cellent, although fomc tenets he thinks 

. proper 
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proper to hold are not quite defeniible ; yet 
as we are well afTured his motives for 
writing on that fide the queftion are free 
from vice or intereft, it would be unfair 
haflily to condemn his book, merely becaufe 
the opinions it contains are not the fame at 
our own* 



PUBLIC AND GENERAL 



APPEAR far from fynonymes to a fo- 
reigner, who fhould regard newfpaper ad- 
vertifements, which infdrm the public 
in GENERAL where goods are to be 
fold. 'Tis difificult, however, to make na- 
tives of a country where the prefs is not 
free, comprehend the mifchief thefe ephe- 
meral produ£tions do to our language ; for, 
while diffufing knowledge in general, 
they corrupt the public tafte, and pro- 

M 4 mote 
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m6te a love fbr traOi in converfation that 
IdSens the market for real fruits of literature. 
La Bruyere, in his Moeurs du Siede, makes 
the like complaint oi fadaifes 2JtA platitudes ^ 
as the French emphatically call them, getting 
inte his tongue, and taking up attention 
from thofe who fliould know better. The 
word PUBLIC is almoll always ufed in oppo- 
fition to private ; the antithefis with gene- 
ral would not be ftrong enough, A Jingle 
bad book, fay we, does little harm, when 
loft in the GENERAL mafs of literature ; yet 
The Fable of the Bees, written to prove that 
private vices are public benefits, is of a 
moft pernicious tendency indeed ; for there 
is little need of inducement to vice or diffi»- 
patioH^ and the idea that fuch are beneficial 
to the ftate, affords fhelter to wickednefs mu- 
4er the malk of patriotifm. « 

The beft way of anfwering Mandeville is, 
to iliew that he has artfully omitted draw- 
ing the line between competence and lux^ 

uryj 
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»ry ; for, if by dint of fophiftiy te cai| 
once perfuade men that br^sad and fmall 
beer ihould be confidered as indulgenciea 
unbecoming a human being, as he makes 
no fcruple to call them, we muftdefpair of 
pleafing God from the firft, and, fairly bury- 
ing our talent in the earth, incur the cenfure 
pronounced by our Saviour upon them who 
accufe the All^ver of a hateful churliihnefs, 
/ knew thou wq/l an aujierc man^ &c. 

Much of Law's Serious Call is written in 
the Mandeyillian (pint, and, though done 
with better intent, is likely enough to produce 
fomewhat of a timilar efied; but whilft^ 
as authors, we mud ever efteem fuch men^ 
and, as people of vigorous and powerful 
minds, we mufl for ever refped them, let us 
never take for teachers people, who, as our 
blefled Mailer exprefles it, bind heavy bur- 
thens on the fhoulders of others — and griev- 
ous to be borne — but they themfelves, will 
)3L0t move them with one of their fingers. 

^That 
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That private vices meantime are a caufe of" 
PUBLIC ruin, the prefent ftate of a neigh* 
bouring nation proves ; that private virtues 
are a public benefit, our exemption from 
fimilar diftrefs proves likewife. The domes- 
tic purity of our own court, minlftry, nobles, 
and clergy, compared with the grofs fenfu- 
ality, luxury, and oppreflive pride, of thofe 
in fimilar ftations at Paris a dozen' years ago, 
formed a happy contrail, acknowledged even 
now by all Europe in general^ acknow- 

■ 

ledged at this hour of agony, when virtue 
alone can have power to fave any quarter 
of the globe &om deftru^lion. 



TO PUZZLE, PERPLEX, CONFOUND, EMBAR. 
RASS, TO BEWILDER, ENTANGLE, ok 

ENSNARE, 



THESE words are ufed fynonymoufly 

every day, though of various derivations, 

3 and. 
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and, if we would be ftriA, perhaps fhould 
be appropnated thus, or nearly fo : For a 
hard queftion puzzles a man, and a vari- 
ety of choice perplexes him : one is con-- 
FOUNDED by a loud and fudden diflbnance 
of founds or voices in a iliU night ; emb ar-« 
RASSED by a weight of clothes or valuables, 
if making efcape from fire, thieves, or pur- 
fuit; likely to bewilder ourfelves if we 
run into a wood for fafety; en 1 angled 
among the briars if 'tis too dark to pick the 
way, and poflibly caught by accident in a 
trap laid by the near inhabitants to en« 
SNARE wolves or other creatures into a pit- 
fall. Meanwhile every one of thefe verbs 
is more elegant in familiar difcourfe than 
the firft of them, whofe original fenfe, or 
root, as the grammarians call it, is very vul- 
gar; the POZiNG, cr POSING a man being of 
exceedingly coarfe people's ufage,and a good 
companion to thofe who complain that they 
nxp bampend^ gravelled^ or bobikd. The 

truth 
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truth is, that to fpeak genteelly few erer 
mifs, who have been early taught to thinls; 
genteelly; for whilil a gentleman refleds 
how he fhould be embarrassed with the 
care of a fick lady, if his horfe was bntan- 
CLED in a net, and all of them bewilder^ 
t ED in fome foreft little known, which fud-r 
denly prefents itfelf to his imagination, and 
perplexes him to think how he fhould 
get difengaged from a fituation fo truly 
coNrouj^DiNG J the fervant who waits 
behind, confiders how he fhould be PUZ- 
' zled to get out, if his companions fhpuld 
An a frolic throw a hamper over him, I 
foppofe full of hay upon his head, or tempt 
' him into a bog or gravel-pit, leaving him 
to hobble out as he could. 

'Tis vulgar thinking which makes vulgar 
fpcaking, certainly. The French wits of the 
laft age, when elegance was at its acme in 
Paris, taught us to fay that fuch an affair 
was on the carpet, from their expreffioq 
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Jur le tapis. ^ John Bull ufed to find his bu« 
iinefs on the anvil. The picque and trefle 
on the cards, wherever originating, but cer« 
tainly from France firft brought over to Eng« 
land, turned into clubs and fpades on their 
arrival here ; nor had the graceful, the po^ 
lite Mr. Addifon wholly delivered himfelf 
from national roughnefs, and ftrange inde< 
corum, when he told us 

That the ways of Heav'n are dark and intricate^ 
Puzzled with mazes^ and ferplex'd with error. 

In this paflage, indeed, befldes the mean« 
nefs of the firft verb, there is a worfe fault — 
the fenfe is falfe, or at beft encumbered ; for 
granting the obfcuriry of Heaven's waysy 
and their intricacy too, which no one will 
deny, they are liot puzzled furt, nor 
yet PERPLEXED ; however we mortals ma/ 
be PUZZLED to difentangle* the chain, or 
PERPLEXED by our own errors ih handling^ 
the links. I am perfuaded that the pious 

and 
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theii flayed him ; when ftu£Sng his ikin wldi 
chaffy he recommended folid knowledge for 
the futute^ inflead of mere practice, and 
founded a college^ of phyficians in his ca* 
pitMh 



to QUAKE, TO TREMBLE, TO SHUDDER^ 
to SHAKE OR SHIVER, AS WITH FEAR 

OR COLD. 



THE explanation here is tieceflafy, bc-^ 
taufe the two laft verbs are of an a£ave fig- 
hification, and often ufed as fuch ; to shake 
a flick at you for example, or shiver the 
^lafTes all to pieces ; in fuch fenfe they are 
Mot fynonymous with the three firft. But 
give me two fhirts this morning, faid King 
Charles, when he went to execution, for I 
perceive the weather is uncommonly cold ; 
and if I am feen to shiver from the fenfe 

of 
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of it, thefe rafcals will try to make mankind 
believe, I shook for fear of tbem. Our firft 
word upon the lift is always either fublime 
or ludicrous, I think. An earth quake is 
perhaps one of the grandeft among terreftrial 
images: a little Italian greyhound quak- 
ING by an EngliQi fire in May for want of 
warmth, or a traveller trembling and 
quaking with fear of fpirits when he fees 
the parfon's old white hopfe grazmg near 
the church-yard in a dufky night, are among 
the meaneft. Cowardice is by confent of 
all the world, as it (hould feem, the ftanding 
jeft which diverts mankind in every part of 
the globe that they inhabit : and even on oc- 
cafions where bravery would be madnefs, 
and impiety alone could ftand unimprefled 
with fome degree of terror, as in the cafe of 
Don John's fervant in the Libertine, when 
the very ftones are moved by his mafter's 
wickednefs, the galleries laugh to fee a fel- 
jow shivering with annous care for his 
VOL* II. N own 
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own perfon, while they confider him as in 
at worft a fecondary degree of danger, I fup- 
pofe. And 'tis related, that when one of 
the young men at Otaheite, placing his hand 
under the ftream of captain Cook's tea-kettle, 
fcalded his fingers in a terrifying manner, 
his comrades convulfed themfelves with 
laughter and delight at his expreffions of 
fear when he next faw the hot water pour- 
ing ; and although nothing could be better 
grounded than the caufe of fuch agitation^ 
they found the joke irrefiftible, and were 
never tired of repeating it. 'Tis alfo obferv- 
cd by Erafmus, and confirmed by travellers, 
that the great ape of Borneo is afraid of a 
fnail, and that his comical contorfions when 
fliuddering at the fight of one, fet the wifer 
Hottentots o' laughing. 



QUERU- 
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QUERULOUS, UNEASY, TROUBLESOME, 
IRRATIONALLY COMPLAINING. 



ON thefe adverbial adjedives and their 
ufe, foreigners may have frequent opportu- 
nities to contemplate in our country, which 
is above all others eminent for fretful com« 
plaints, and querulous eloquence. Ever 
quick to fpy, and fad to lament their trou- 
blesome grievances, our people never find 
either their climate, their v\romen, or their 
government good enough for them j irra- 
tionally COMPLAINING of a lot caft fo 
as to obtsdn fuperior felicity, yet delighting 
only in thofe uneasy converfers, who fct 
every thing in the moft unfavourable light— 
thofe authors who affure us of our infallible 
ruin, *Twas thus Browne's Eftimate ran 
through fourteen editions — ^for having ac- 
cufed, Heaven knows how falfely, the Eng- 

Na lifh 
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Ilfh nation of felfifhnefs, cowardice, and efle- 
minacy in the year 1757, giving the palm 
of heroifniy difintereftednefs, and manly vir- 
tue to the French. 'Twas thus the fophif- 
try of Prieftley, the calculations of Price, and 
the infolence of Paine, obtained attention, 
only by that certain charm, that ftrange un- 
accountable pleafure our people^ take in hear- 

* 

ing that they are undone; while fuch is our 
love for evil fpeaking, that foreigners have 
received penfions from this country merely 
for having fpoken amifs of it Such too is 
our Q3JERULOUS temper, that we are very 

apt IRRATIONALLY tO COMPLAIN in the 

wrong place, and confider as misfortunes, 
things which arc not really either good or 
bad in themfelves, but totally neutral, if not 
approaching to praifeworthy. Thefe dif- 
pofitions to fretful malevolence and empty 
lamentation remind one of a wench, for 
the violation of whofe perfon and freewill 
Lord ' ■■ about twenty-five years ago 

was 
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was tried, and not hanged, chiefly becaufe 
the glrrs virtue feemed to be as much alarm- 
ed by a magic-lanthom with which he en- 
deavoured to amufe her in her confinement, 
as it was offended by the lofs of her honour, 
her reputation, and her peace ; ^* for,'' faid 
flie, ** I faw we muft all be going to hell di- 
rc£tly, when they (hewed rile the devil and 
the baker fighting on one of the walls of the 
room I was forced to refide in.*' 'Twas thus 
the ftrefs fhe QUERULOUSLY laid on trifles, 
lofl her a good caufe, and faved the life of 
one who deferved to lofe it. Meantime 
the whole nation behaves juft as perverfely 

every day — nay worfc : and to fuch trou- 
BLESOMEand irrationally complain- 
ing fpirits v^e muft reply in the good Fry* 
ar^s words who comforts Romeo— 

A pack of blef&ngs light upon thy back, 
Happinefs courts thee in her beft array ; 
But, like a mifbehav'd and fuUen wench, . 
Thou pout'ft upon thy fortune and thy love : 
Take heedj take heed, for fuch die iniierable. 

N 3 QUIBBLE^ 



0' 
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QUIBBLE, PUN, CONUNDRUM, PLAY or WORDS. 



Those who deHght m thU fpecic$ of 
falfe wit, will allow, that thoqgh the reft de- 
pend upon the play of words, they arc 
not for that reafon fynonymous each to 
other. The conundrum is loweft of the 
low in this pitiful catalogue, becaufe pre- 
vioufly compofed with apparent ftudy, and 
a-propos to nothing fpoken of before, it burfts 
out with its petty call for admiration, alking 
a fuddcn queftion — Why are my old ruffles 
when they are darned, for example, like dead 
men ? When all are at a ftand, the ingenious 
inventor replies to his own enquiry. Why, 
becaufe they are men de//* This is one of 
the heft. A quibble is better, becaufe lefs 
cxpedled. When Tom D^Urfey was afked 
to divert the company with fomcwhat of 
that kind for which he was fo famou§ : You 

muft 
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muft give mc a fubjeiJ: then, fays Tom, 
His companions, after hefitating a moment, 
faid, Take the king. — And we all know, 
replies the punfter, that the king is nofub^ 
jc£I. Doftor Johnfon, who aflerts that a 
QUIBBLE was to Shakefpcare the fatal Cleo- 
patra for which he loft the world, and was 
content to lofe it, detefted punning, yet 
always celebrated a reply in which the 
PLAY OF WORDS was Certainly all the 
merit. I never heard it but from him, who 
told me tliat a lawyer, when defied by the 
oppofite counfel to produce a precedent in 
anfwer to that which he alleged from 
Bum^ fuddenly replied, I can quote inftant^ 
ly an opinion to the contrary, and quote 
it from Kill Burn too. 

Italians have no diflike to wit which fa- 
tigues, the mind fo little ; yet is the Spaniflx de- 
vice upon their town Nola, one of the moft 
excellent among thefe frivolous .fooleries, 

N 4 becaufe 
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becaufe 'til quibble^ pun^ conundram-^att 
iaonc* 

Quien la vc, No la vc j quicn Nola vc, la ve. 

It won't tranilate. Such things are like* 
Ucft indeed to amufe a grave nation, for 
there is no humour in them } and Milton, 
who had perhaps lef; pleafantry about 
him than any man of eminence upon re- 
cord, made incomparable puns ; witnefs his 
(^riBBJLiNG epitaph upon the univerfity 
cameTi beiides fome difgraceful paflages of 
the Paradife Loft. Excellent fpecimens of 
this mock r^dnbow wit may be found 
among the old ferious fludents of a college, 
who miflake them for fallies of gaiety, and 
ftrokes of humorous facetioufnefs, I be- 
lieve.— -Doftor Lee, the aged mafter of Ba- 
iled in his very laft hours, hearing people 
round his bed whifpering one another how 
fuch a friend was married the day before, 

faid 
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faid in a faint voice : He .ufed to eat eggs for 
fupper every night, fo I hope he'll find this • 
yoak fit as eafy. 

Here was an inftance of promptitude in 
Teply, and retention of the human faculties^ 
till ninety years old, that I fuf^ofe can fcarce- 
ly be excelled in the hiftory of human na-« 
ture. — He died of v^eaknels in four hours 
after. 



QUITE, CLEAN, COMPLETELY, PERFECTLY, 

ROUNDLY, 



ARE ufed for each other every day widi* 
out bdng exadly fynonymous : the fecond 
gets out of faihion very faft though, and 
will foon be QUITE difcarded, as not per* 
f SCTLY delicate ; and while the ichool-mi£- 
trefi or mailer of little children tutors them 
to eat their meat up clean, the inftrudlors 
^ youth more advanced will exhort them 

not 
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not to promife roundly, unlefs in a fitua- 
tion to fulfil their declared intents com- 
pletely, becaufe nothing is a more perni- 
cious habit than that of raifing hopes never 
meant to be gratified, or more deftru£tive 
to the happinefs of private life. The pro- 
mifmg fquire, in Tom Jones, is one of 
Fielding's beft charaAers in my mind, who 
have feen fo many legacy, place, and play- 
houfe hunters robbed of their time and 
peace, only by the momentary hafte of 
fomc old gouty uncle to purchafe obfequi- 
oufnefs in return for expectation — fome 
theatrical manager who fighed for a fudden 
exchange of flattery with an author he 
thought on no more j or fo.me minifter who 
believed an eledion vote bought cheaply 
by a promifing fmile or fqueeze of the 
hand, which a country gentleman unfkilled 
in fuch contemptible coquetry, tranflates 
into a happy reverfion of wealth and ho- 
nours — and fo is completely fooled. 

QUITS, 
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Q^U ITS, EVEN, 



ARE nearly fynonymoiis, to be furc ; yet 
we oftener fay quits, fpeaking about pecu- 
niary matters — and even upon other oc- 
€a(k)ns. — ^The lex talionis is the original 
ftandard of juftice in every uncultivated 
mind, and retaliation the firft law among 
children, favages, &c. — If you fhake the 
ladder when I run up to rob the apple- 
loft, ril fhake it for you when you run up, 
and then we are quits or even : — but be- 
fides that I did not fall down, by good luck, 
and pofSbly you may^ this defire of being 
EVEN with one another, puts a certain flop 
to all morality and power of mending man-^ 
ners. Such was the condudl Froiffard re- 
lates of the French, when in the year 1 348, 
or thereabouts, their populace, irritated by 
ill condud in the nobles, protefled they 

would 
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would not leave one of them alive; and 
rifing upon one gentleman in particular, 

bound and roafted him on a fpit in the 
kitchen of his own cafUe, forcing his 
lady and daughters to eat his flefh. — ^The 
nobles however refolved to be quits 

with them ; and when they got the upper 

^^ • 

hand, fays Froiflard in his Chronicle, the 
punirfiments they inflided were in propor- 
tion to thofe fufferings they had endured — 
that^, alnft Us font tons ^uiTT£S is the ex- 
prefiion. 

Had Louis Seize been no better a 
chriilian, he might perhaps have been 
QUITS with his enemies; and fiiould 
his fuccefTor feel more inclined to be 
EVEN with his enraged countrymen, 
when he gets into power, than difpofed 
to mitigate their fiercenefs and conciliate 
their eileem, I think he will fay with 
Young's Bufiris — 



Likt 
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Like Death a folttary king Til reign. 

O'er filent fubjcAs and a defert plain : 

Ere brook their pride Fll fpread a general doomi 

And every ftep ihall be from tomb to tomb« 



i^^ 

HB» 



RACE, BREED, FAMILY, LINE ; ANCESTRY, 

DESCENT. 



A SYNONYMY not quite fafe fix)m ex- 
paniion in the hands of a native of Wales^ 
where the EngUih. always confider it as 
rated beyond its worth : — yet do tbey ftu- 
dy diligently the prefervation of a horfe's 
BREED, as if they thought fome excellen- 
cies tranfmiffible from family confidera* 
tions, and that a Idng line of ancestry 
i^defirable in brute animals, which certain- 
ly rife in value proportionate to their 

RACE. 



When from the mingling duft (hall xift 
A RACE of dogs as good and wife—* • 



fays 
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fays the learned G. Harris in his epitaph 
' on his old friend's dog Pompey. Why then 
fliould it be efteemed philofophical or inge* 
nious to find reafons for defpifing descent 
in Man ? feeing that 'tis one of the earlicft, 
the beft chofen, the leaft difputable of all 
diftindtions. Descent does not like rank 
depend on kingly breath : descent derives 
its dignity from higher fources ; descent's 
an attribute, no fatellite of foverelgnty ; de- 
scent demands refpe<3: from human crea- 
tures, as having been honoured with atten- 
tion even from God. — And that fo furely^ 
each page of Holy Writ fhews how the 
mod atrocious crimes alone were capable of 
fuperfeding that primogeniture held in old 
days fo facred and fo folemn, that Efau's 
punifliment for contemning it was terrible, 
when, like a true democrate of the prefent 
day, he philofophically preferred the folid 
comforts of a mefs of pottage to all the airy 
advantages — fuch he tliought them doubt- 
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kfs — of a parent's prophetic bleffing. Nor 
has it ever been obferved that thofe who 
defpifed descent, prided themfelvcs in 
any thing much better j or forbore endea- 
vouring to found a family, although they 
were thepifelves of mean original, Leo the 
Fourth, who was hafty to abolifh the order 
of patricians at Rome, v/as yet willing to 
call the city he built, or rather fortified 
againft the Saracens' incurfions— 2>^^6?//V j 
defiring apparently to continue his aflumcd 
name*s remembrance : and how has the 
Houfe of Auftria had reafon to repent their 
fpirit of crufliing the old families under 
their dominion in various parts of Italy ! 
One ftar exceeds another ftar in glory, fays 
Saint Paul : why then thefe painful efforts 
to render the human race all alike ? Car- 
nelions are good to receive impreflion, dia* 
monds to make it Let each fill up the place 
afligned to him by Providence ; and let us 
not, like the filthy dreamers prophefied of 

3 ^7 
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by Saint Peter, become dejj^fcrs of dignitiet^ 
T*ime is the ooiy river where Heavy bodies 
fwiniy and light ones fink ; nor can it be de« 
nied that an old family which has long 
preferved its name and charader, muft 
have pofTeiTed a very folid one, or in the 
courfe of fo many centuries it would have 
been fhaken away. New-made nobility 
fiiinet from its luftre freih out of the mint : 
old anceftry ihews its venerable ruft ; and 
by true connoifleurs a Queen Anne's far« 
thing is preferred to a George the Third't 
guinea. 



RARE, CURIOUS, UNFREQUENT, SCARCER 

SELDOM FOUND, 



ARE all epithets fynonymous if fpeaking 

of the fiflx preferved in date, which were 

fome years ago difcovcred by V inc c nzo 

5 Bozza 
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Bozza in a mountain near Verona ; and 
ferving as a proof of the deluge, bccaufe 
fome inhabitants of the fouthern fcas be- 
ing obferved among them, fliews there 
muft ha,ve been a wonderful concuflion 
of the terraqueous globe before thofe wa- 
tCTS could have forced their contents into 
th« hollow bofom of a rock now feventy- 
two miles diftailt from any fca. To this 
accident the writer once alluded in her pre- 
face, when flie publiflied Do£lor Johnfon's 
letters and fome of her own j — and al- 
though the Critical Review of April 1788 
faid fhe intended to elevate and furprife^ 
there certainly was meant at moft a modeft 
confeflion, that the trifling anecdotes thofe 
letters contained were valuable but as they 
were connedtcd with his name. We have 
read of one author preferved in the amber 
of another, before now ; and have faid with 
Mr. Pope : 

▼oL. II. • Such 
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Suph things wc know arc neither rich npr R4&lt 
But wonder how the devil they got there ! 

And I fee not why this paflage fhoyld haya 
been unintelligible. A cart-wheel is cer-. 
tsunly no scarce or curious thmg in it- 
felf, yet has been seldom found ftuck 
in a rock under ground, as it is at 1 ivoli ; 
where thofe who fee it are l?d to wonder 
\io\7 long it could have been there, how 
many ages would take to turn it into ftone^ 
&c. and fo go on fpeculating upon the 
antiquity of the Earth. 'Twas thus I ob-. 
fervcd that trifles obtained attention by the 
place they flood in ; and fure the criticifms 
upon thofe letters to Dodlor Johnfon have 
proved the allufion juft : they were worth 
criticifing only becaufe they yrere written ir^ 
anfwer to bis. 



RASH^ 
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RASH, HASTY, VIOLENT, PRECIPITATE. 



ALL dangerous qualities of the mind, 
cxprefTed by adjedives not far from fyno- 
nymous j yet although it would be a hasty 
decifion to fay they were wholly fo, wc 
fhould juftly provoke laughter by calling 
fuch a flight error precipitate, as the 
very word itfelf implies danger of a more fe- 
rious kind than is tempted by giving ofience 
to the critics. Truth is, mankind have a 
natural tendency to forgive thefe faults in a 
charadter, chiefly becaufe of their aflbcia- 
tion vnih youth and hardihood : — yet have 
I not feldom feen rash pretenders to mu- 
fical, or, what is much worfe, medical fkill, 
who fucceed beyond defert, though long 
paft that lovely feafon of life which gives 
to every thing a tindl of its own greennefs, 
a portioi^ of its own increafing vigour. The 

O 2 young 
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young fellow who has once found fucccfe 
when he acknowledges himfelf to have been 
RASH, is likely enough to encourage him- 
felf in HASTY pradices, till he becomes 
VIOLENT in his nature, perhaps precipi- 
tate in his end. Phyficians have told mc, 
that the quack bleeders, or tooth-drawers, 
who rarely mifs their aim, would, if once 
well inftrufted in the art of furgery, trem- 
ble to recoiled the rifques they had former- 
ly run of endangering, by their preci- 
pitate condudt, lives of immenfe value 
to fociety ; and Prati the mufical compofer 
faid once in my hearing at Leghorn, that 
no profeffional powers then alive were equal 
to a fong the famous was to exe- 
cute that night : yet, added he, 'twill be no 
difficulty to her, who has not knfowledge 
enough for finding out the danger fhe is in 
of billing at the attempt j—fo flie will not fail, 
I fuppofe. Prati predifted right ; the finger 
was infinitely applauded, and immenfely 

paid« 
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paid. But thefe are the accidents which 
lower in common eyes tlie value of leam- 
ing, and give all praife to that genius 
which fo readilv difcovers its own fufficien* 
cy, and the little neceflity of ftudying hard 
to obtain fame or fortune; while rash en- 
terprife can violently feize the fruit by 
fuddenly climbing the tree of fcience with- 
out fear of breaking its boughs, and with- 
out thought of falling, by fuch hasty mea- 
fures, in a precipitate manner to the 
ground. 



TO HAVE RATHER, TO PREFER, 
TO LIKE BETTER. 



JOHNSON fays the firft of thefe is not 
£nglifh, and I truft he's right ; yet Shake- 
ipeare's plays and common ufage fhield it 
&om cxiticiimi and foreigners are fafe when 
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they fay, that although Dante was a greltcf 
poetical genius than TaflTo, and ought to be 
i^RSFERRfiD to him, yet ftill they ha0 
RATHER read the Gierufdiennne, or even 
Metaftafio's Dramas, than his great work ^ 
and when they ftudy Englifh^ they likb 
i£TTSR to read Young's Night Thought» 
than Milton^s Paradife Loft^ 



TO RATIFY, TO CONFIRM, TO SETTLE, 



ARE not exadly fynonymous, while' 
we fay that reports are confirmed, treaties 
RATIFIED, and affairs settled. In cafe^ 
of importance infinitely higher, our church 
w^illingly confirms him who has set-* 
TLED in himfelf a fixt intention folemaly 
to RATIFY, at years of difcretion, the cove- 
nant taken with Heaven by his jQporifbrSy- 
iii that vow which they made in his natttttf 

whew 
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vfhta firft admitted among Chriftians by 
the ceremony of baptifm. 



» ■ 1^ 



READY, PROMPT. 



The ufe of thefe words is fixed fot 
iatlght I fee folely by cuftom : yet fo far are 
they from fynonymy, that the firft feems 
always to imply excellence, while the other 
ufually contains fomewhat of reproach. 
You were too prompt in your replies, fays 
Dryden ; and Prior tells us 

How rofc fome rebel flavc. 
Prompter to fink the ftate, than he to fave. 

But without going up to v. ritten authorities^ 
we praife the girl that is readV with her lef- 
fon, and deteft a prompt mil's who keeps 
an anfwer or excufe at her fingers ends — as 
we fay — to fling in the face of her govemefs* 

O 4 Lord 



\ 

I 



ft 
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Lord Bacon fays finely, that much reading 
makes a full man, conference a ready 
man, and writing an exa£t man. The other 
word in this place would miflead one to 
think he meant a fdf-ftifficient man, which 
was fiutheft from his intent. I lay the 
greater ftrefs upon this article, becaufe deri- 
vation would in this uncommon cafe draw 
French and Italian ftudents to the coarfer 
word ; and I believe the true reafon why 
ibtir broken Englilh founds lefs unpleafing 
to a Britiih ear, than the firft efforts of a 
German, may be refolved (imply into this 
cauie. 

AVe have .;!mo{l always two words, one 
of Rooiju, and one of Saxon etymology, 
kp^^^icg nearly dioiigh not exadly the 
Kiir.e c!::: .r, .Our neighbours naturally 
cV.dc thi.: which is mclL congenial to their 
owv. :o;*>ue, an J the chlFical one is nine 
tliuc? iu ten the mcft delicate j for this rca- 
£mi the miihkes are totally different. A 
t Tufcan 
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Tufcan tells you he will go through Hamp- 
ftead becaufe of its propinquity to Hcndon, 
though not exa<ftly in the road — this word 
lying clofer to him than nearnefs ; — while a 
German will (zjfmearcd inftead of anointed 
perhaps, and that even upon a folemn oc- 
caficn. Thefe are equally wrong : — the 
fecondis, however, leaft inofFenfive. In the 
two words before us — as every rule has its 
exceptions — the Latin word is the worft. 



REASON, UNDERSTANDING, JUDGMENT; 

SAGACITY. 



OF thefe the metaphyfical diftinftions and 
differences are endlefs, and, to fay truth, dis- 
cover more the sagacity of mortals to 
form and trace them, than any extraordi- 
nary clearnefs of reason, or even ftrcngth 
of UNDERSTANDING. One thing feems 

certain* 
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* 

icertsuri, arid 'tis this : A powerful fpeake? 
or wife writer having sagacity to difcerd 
how necelTary it is to make coarfe mind^ 
cbinprehend and approve his tenets, will 
ihow great judgment in forbearing all . 
alludon to fciences they cannot compre- 
hend, biecaufe fuch lights only dazzle, and 

■ 

do not illuftrate ; and I really think the ex- 
libcrance of itnaginatioh and dignity of fen-'' 
timent, which adorn the political pariiphleta 
of Burke and Johnfon, will, whenever they 
do die — if die they can — prove the unde- 
fcrved caufe of their mortality. — That oyfter 
lives not long which breeds many pearls j 
and the famous racc-horfes Eclipfe and 
Childers became from too great fuperiority 
ufelefs to their owners, when no competi- 
tot could be found to take the field againft 
them. Who now reads Boyle's Medita- 
tions, pregnant as they are with thought^ 
bnd fraught with fancy? Swift's' Medi- 
tadon on a Broomflick laughed them out 

of 
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bf doors ; and although In fo doing It did 
the world no fervlce, it fhewed his notion 
of proper words In proper places very com- 
pletely. So did his unadorned Condudl of 
the Allies, which, for that very reafon pot- 
fibly, ran through eleven thoufand copies 
in three months, when readers were lefs 
numerous than now. With regard to fo- 
reigners, they will foon fe*. that sagacity 

difcerns what 'tis the province of reasom 
to approve, and of judgment to diftin- 
guifh J while thofe who a(3: according to 
all of thefe, are men of found under- 
standing. The tale told by Barettiy 
from Gafparo GozzI, in a book little read, 
elucidates all our fynonymy very Well, and 

may lighten the weight of a dull article or 
chapter. 

I was walking then, fays the gay Vene- 
tian, upon our Rialto yefter evening, and 
flopped to obferve a blind old man, led 
l^y a beautiful woman in the prime of life. 

She 
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She wiflied to fhew him the way, I found, 
down that fide of the bridge where its ftepa 
are frequent and low ; but he would needs 
force her to keep that other part of the walk 
where there are few fteps at all, and thofe 
few very high and inconvenient. Her sa- 
gacity was obvious ; for where the grada- 
tions of defcent were regular, even a perfon 
who could fee was in lefs danger of ftum- 
bling ; whereas, no warning given by the 
guide herfelf, whofe judgment was indu- 
bitable, could polfibly avail in a place where 
the fteps were all unequal, and large inter- 
vals every now and then. It was neverthe- 
lefs out of her power to perfuade her ftub- 
born felf-willed companion. So while fhc 

was endeavouring, though weakly, to draw 

« 

him one way, he with ftrength adequate to 
his perverfenefs forcibly and quickly pulled 
her the other, till down they both came head- 
long ; and rifmg up, each mutually accufed 
the partner, as having caufed a difafter 

which 
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^ 



which no fpeftator of common under- 
standing could help feeing muft necef- 
farily happen to both ; for fuch was the wo- 
man's fidelity, (he would not, though vexed 
and mortified, leave him, as he often wifhed 
her, wholly to himfelf. So I went along, 
continues the author, thinking what a fooliih 
fellow that was, and how happy he ought 
to have made himfcif under the guidance of 
fo kind and lovely a perfon j till on a 
fudden it came acrofs my head to refled. 
Why (hould I trouble myfelf about other 
people's affairs ? Have not I, and has not 
every human being, a blind old blockhead, 
and a charming clear-fighted condu£lrefs in 
our own bresifts? — one who is inceflantly 
warning her perverfe companion of thofc 
dangers he is ever defirous of plunging 
into ? Yet how feldom will he obey thefe 
ufeful admonitions of reason ! How often, 
as in very fpite to her, will he choofe the 
path he ough^ above all others to fhun, and 

break 
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break both their nofes with the fall his ftu^ 
pid obftinacy occafioned ! 

So far the iagenious Gozzi, whofe power 
pf attracting general notice to his book, conr 
lifts chiefly in drawing unexpedled infei?- 
pjices from vulgar and common occurrences. 
^Twas by this art our Whitfield obtained 
followers— and 'tis natural \ for whilft an 
arrow's ppint conveys the final effe^ of our 
footing, a feather guides it tq that mark 
propofed ; and if flight things may thus, be 
found ufeful in furthering thofc of morQ 
importance, who knows but this little work^ 
flimfy as it is, may boaft fome utility ? an 
ample compenfation, furely, for all the cen- 
iure and all the fatire it may provoke. 



KELIGION^ 
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RELIGION, WORSHIP, 



A R E fo far fynonymous, that both im-? 
ply that immediate duty to God which he 
himfelf enjoined in the four firft command- 
ments of the Decalogue ; while the fix others, 

)afl in place, though more in number, relate 
to moral obligations, and refer to the articles 
Virtue and Morality. What God has fa 
united, therefore, let not man put afunder ; 
for it is virtue to maintain religion facred 
in a great community, and 'tis a moral obii^ 
gallon each to other, that good example be 
fet of attending public worship. My flic 
piety is not unfrequent in England, whicl\ 
)ias of late been too much divided betweea 
infidelity and fanaticifin j 'tis orthodox writ- 
ing, true Chriftian preaching, and devoutly 
attentive hearing, that is wanted in our 

ijfland, where the church has no power but 
7 of 
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of well doing, and ought to fee for that rca- 
fon obedient fubmiffion follow each ecclefi- 
aftical precept — where the court and miniftry 
afford examples of goodnefs unthought of 
in other nations — where the bifhops and 
clergy really do poflefs a degree of learning 
which our neighbours have no chance to 
come in fight of — where decency marks 
the clerical character even in the loweft 
ranks, and every houfe — I hope I may add 
every cottage of ten pounds annual value 
through Great Britain, contains a Bible, a 
Teftament, and a Grammar, with one per- 
fon at leaft capable of reading them to the 
reft. 

Great and ineftimable privilege ! denied by 
the Romilh church, that now runs to ruin 
in confequence of fuch worldly caution ; and 
will perhaps learn from her prefent diftrefs, 
how the knowledge of true religion is 
neceffary to its veneration, and how that 
ignorance fhe long encouraged will at length 

loofc 
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loofc Us blind rage againft that very won* . 
SHIP it was intended to fhield — whilft 

Our church, feciire on Trudi*s fitm iockt 

I 

Still mocks each facrilegiotis hand ; 
Proof ercn againft EL£CTaic fhock. 
Our Heaven-defended fteeplet ftand. 

PoPULAft BauU8^ 



REPLY, REJOINDER, ANSWER ana RESPONSE; 



O F thefe fynonymes the firft feems the 
political term. Caius fpoke well in the 
houfe this morning ; but Marcusi who rifea 
like a giant on the replY| obtained mofli 
attention and applaufe. Rejoinder is al<- 
moft wholly a law term, and rbsponsi 
feems dedicated to the fchools. Conver- 
iktion. finds answer fuffident, and delightt 

in recording thofe happy ones which con« 

tain a pungent fait in them* There are, 

VQL. II. P iowevcr, 



/ 
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iTbwevcr, fome fliades tif difierfcnce. Wttfl 
Queerl ERzabeth afked her negledted cour- 
tier on what he was employing his thoughts^ 
one day, and received this unexpected re- 
turn to her enquiry^ — *• Madam^ I wa» 
thinking on a woman's promife i^ we czll 
it a iliaSp and biting answer. — But when: 
the Conqueror's favourite advifed his mafter 
to make an early peace, faying, / would ac« 
ciept thcfe terms if I were Alexander ; and the 
kii^ gave him th« well-known* retort of — ^ 
So would I accept them too, werie I Parme-r 
hid ; it feems rather a fcoffing niptr, pro-^ 
yoked by the pertiiefs of a fellow who pre-t 
fumed oil the prixiceV fame endurance. — 
*Tis obferyable tnbikgh too, that this bifter 

taxmt was a Greek one > for theh: answ^k» 
♦■ 

and epigrams are generally, fo^ far as I cait 
find, more elegantly fimple tti^A piereipgly 
keen, and have little of that effed whicb 
penetrates one s head, when darted by Mar^ 
tial^s pen, like a ray of lights smd (frives ar 

OAc'» 
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Dne't heart like a dagger, when urged by 
the hands of Boileau, Young, or Swift. 

When Maderaoifelle de Goumay, one of 
the befl: Greek and Latin fcholars in FrancCi 
when learning there flood on its pinnacle, 
had been teafing Racan the poet with ex-' 
plaining to him, who knew no more on't 
than rayfclf, fome epigrams in the Arttho- 
logia for which he had no tafte ; tormenting 
him With extolling their fuperior merit, and 
preferiing their fimplicity to all modem ex-« 
cellence, he grew tired ; and telling' her 
'twas tirrie to go to dinner, fhe ordered it 
up; and helping her friend to fome foup, 
which was, it feems, particularly infipid and 
flat: Mademoi/eikj faid he, c^e^ icy unt 
foupe digne de vousj une foupe vrayment k la 
Grecquci 

This was a witty remark, to whicb the 
lady made no reply. 



P % HESENT- 



n» BRITISH synonymy: 



RESENTMENT, DiSPLfiAStJRE, INDIGNATION. 



PAINjFUL afFcdions of a feeling hearty 
and too nearly fynonymous; though the 
firft word is mod expreiCve of that deep 
fenfe of injury fo likely to pervadj^ a gene- 
rous mind— reven in fpite of true Chriftian 
humility, which 'tis our duty fteadily to 
jnaintain: for though ingratitude^ or un« 
merited infult, juftly incurs our very fenous 
DISPLBASURE, they ought not to excite 
lafting RESENTMENT towards the guilty 
individual, but only fuch honeft indigna* 
TiON againft the vice^ as may guard us 
from all fedu^on to funilar offences. 

A wife man, however, will make halle 
to foigive, becaufe resentment is apain«» 
ful renfation, and he defires to feel himfelf 
at eafe; a great man pardons readily, be« 
caufe he finds few things worthy of his fe*» 

J riouf 
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riovLB and deep R£S£NTM£NT; and- a pious 
MAN Will never refent at all, refleding how 
much he has hixnfelf to be forgiven^ 



q&. 



REVENGEFUL and VINDICTIVE. 



THE firft of thefe vrords expreflts the 
diabolical quality oftener as an adjeAive, I 
think ; the feoond is commonly ufed adver* 
bially, which difiorence alone hinders their 
exaA fynonyray. Catiline is a fad re- 
vengeful fellow, fays one, and of a tem« 
per fo cruelly vinbictive, he lets no of- 
fence pafs by him unrequited— thinking 
periiaps to put himfelf in the place of Hea^^ 
ven, and difpenfe punifhments at his own 
pleafure ; not refleding that he who made 
man can alone diftinguifh guilt from error 
in many cafes ; that to hiln is juflly refeirvcd 
the privilege of chaftifing; and that from 

P3 Ws 



i.. 
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Ids happinefs and his perfe£^ion no creature 

tan be more diftantly removed^ than he 
who is difpofed to be vindictive toward^ 
a companion in frailty, and ofaREVENGE- 
WUL temper while ranging through the 
walks of common life. 

'Tis charged on foreigners that they feek 
REVENGE ; and thofe philofpphers who arc 
wUling jo CQnfid^r Virtue and Vice as ati^p. 
bu}atory«: lay the fault upon a watm climate^ 
In Icily^, .hpwever, 'tis merely the mildneft 
ef their criminal layr^ i^-ilow to punifh, 
lb f afy to elude, that leaves every man to 
be judge Rnd executioner in his own caufe j 
and how an Engliihman would endure ta 
htv of his oply fon's murder by the hand, 
of a worthjdb rivaU wiU I hope and truft 
©ever be known in Great. Britain, where, 
confcious that his country wiU make a 
dreadful example' of his injurer, be hs^ 
Ipnly to lament a lofs fo heavy and grievous^ 
I thcmuxaderci: fufiered (xlemly to efcape. 
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or be openly proteded at the door of a 
churchy or in the palace of a rich nobleman,^ 
we fhould fee if John Bull were lefs viN-* 
picTiVE than Pietro the Italian : I fear he. 
would, like the lafl; iiamed, watch the rogue 

out of his lurking-hole, and (lab him whei^ 
he could. 

It does' indeed appear that one fet^of peo^ 
pie are little better or worfe than anotheif 
fet— by nature as we call it. 'Tis the in^ 
fluence or negleA of religion and the laws 
that operates upon our condud ; and, with 
regard to individuals, few Tm afraid ^ajcc 
guided by principle, and a fleady care . to 
pleafe God . in lall their aftions j^ Yrithout 
which vivifying caufe, our morality ia mere 
habit, and our virtue fuch as a change of 
tfepf? hftbits would entirely do «waf. - ^ 
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MVERSE, CONTRARY, EXERGUE, 



ARE not fyncmymous certainly ; neither 
vould the laft word have found a place here 
€t c6ti dcs autrcf^ if I had not fancied that 
feme people one has feen^ who wifli not to 

be thought ignorant, Imagined exergue to- 
be the REVERSE, or CONTRARY, or, as we 
iay^ the wroi^ fide of a medal or coin. It 
is not fo, however: fcholais could tell tliem 
^nt it means little more than, the Latin 
Jecit In Greek ; and that being commonly 
written on reverfes, though fbmetimes it is 
found on front fides too, it has been mif- 
taken as meaning reverse. The fymbol 
of Rome often obferved on old gems, &c« 
is an EXERP0E ; fo is the carnation in Ben^ 
Vinut9h Gar^smis pidures ; for though there 
may be a vmtten exeroue, 'tis oftener ^ 
fort of hieroglyphic. Eveljrn wntes the word 
^ €xurge^ 
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ixurgty but I believe 'twas MarmottteTt 
Tale that brought it into Englifh converfa- 
ti6n language ; It ufed to be a mere book- 
word. The other two are nearer to each 
©ther. We fay familiarly, that ficknefs is 
the REVERSE of health, for example, and 
youth the reverse of age: but 'tis more 
elegant to call vice virtue's contrary, I 
fuppofe becaujfe of their ftanding in oppofi- 
tion. And a mean woman once in my fight 
iet a whole company into laughter, when^ 
her patron afking of what profeflion her huC> 
band was, that he might ferve her — adding. 
But he is an apothecary — is he not ? fhe re- 
plied, ^* Oh .no. Sir, quite the reverse.'* 
Foreigners will fcarce perceive how comi- 
cally abfurd the reply was^ till they are told 
that (he ought to have faid^ On the con- 
trary, my hulband keeps a public-houfe — 
for fo he did — a buiinefs diflin£t enough 
from, and oppofite enough to that her friend 
ma^n^df But what could be the r£F£Rsb 

of 
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of an apothecary, fet thepi all o' wondering 
till (he informed them. If the connoifleun 
objed: to what 1 have faid concerning th^ 
£X£RGU£, they mul^ remember I fpeak to 
learners, not the learned, and I think my 
account a good one. Kxergue is a device^ 
^ vifible metaphor ; and I really know not 
what to call the I.N.R.L upon the crofs, or 
the S.l\QJ:l. upon the Roman bamners, if 
they be not written exerques. Mottoes 
arc they not ; for to be a motto, fome 'wtnc^ 
is neceilary, and one word is beft.; when 
there arc more, 'tis better to fay Icgenda^ in 
pure ftrictnefs. The Bourbon motto was 
EJperance — Shakefpeare alludes to it in the 
hiftorical plays.— The Ilamiltons is Tbroagb^ 
^Uuding to their coat armour; the Dou- 
glrts's Foi'tji'ard^ if I remerfiber. Sentences 
flicw kfs refcarch: — as under the Bertie 
arms, threo^jjattering rams^ we read, Virtus 
Anetc Jf^rtior; under the Sal i (bury />;/, in 
the fame tafte. Sat eji pro/lraji Leoni^ and 

4 the 
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the like : but R.I.P. which diftingiiijfhes the 
fombs of Romani(ls in pur churches, is an 
JEXERGUE, mcaningi?^^!^/^^/ tnpace^ which 
I know not why is fo peculiarly appropri- 
ated to one fe6t of Chriftians more than 
another. We all alike defire to reft in peacc^ 
and in our confecr^ted ground fo may they 
ever reft! who yet unfeelingly exclude usi 
from theirs upon the continent. — But furely 
the ftorm which gathers over all our heads, 
and has already begun to fall on theirs, will 
unite all fedts, all ranks, all denominations 
of Chriftians to defend that religion efta- 
bliflied in the facred blood of our common 
Mafter, and to protedl his worfliip with all 
|t^ due rites and folemn appeqdages. 
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RIDDLES, REBUSES, J£MGMAS» CHARADES, 



u. 



HAVE doubtlefs l very clofc affinity 
iirithout being fynonymous terms. The 
fifft, of Saxon origin, feems to imply, from 
ancient nfage of the word in England^ 
fomewhat like a trial of (kill — as the Die qui^ 
bus in tcrris among the Romans. Riddle 
me this, and riddle me that, is a common 
verb in our old poems, for Explain me this, 
and expound m« that. So kite as Milton 
we read — 

Be kfs abftnife, mj riddling days are oVr^— 

from the mouth 6i Sampfon Agonifles, A 

RIDDLE however, now, in mere converfa- 

tion language, means little elfe than an 

ENIGMA, and little more than what Per^ 

J^wbours^ in Lts MimQircs dc Trevoux^ de^ 

fcribes as a firiNle and ingenious difcourfe 

including foOK concealed meaning. 

♦ a When 






-v^, 
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When Henffi is fpun^ 

England's done, 

was an xnigmatical prophecy, Lord Bacon 
fays, which the rlddkrs of his time coqp- 
ftrued thus: That after Htxitj^ JEdward^ 
ilfary, Philip, and Elizabeth had reigned-^ 
England (hottld be no more — or En^and 
fhould ccqfe^ was the word : — and fo it did, 
fays he, in a manner, for after that our 
king's ftylc was Great Britain — the inl* 
tials of their names having completed the 
word as then fpelt Hempe. 

JEnioma is I learn of Greek derivation, 
and the oldeft books give us the beft exam* 
pies — Sampfon's in the book of Judges — 
and mythological ones innumerable at a 
time when almofl: all literature was drawn 
from JEgypt, the true land of myftery and 
hicrolyphic* 'Tis now a mere fport and 
play of words, and ranks among thofe ipe« 
cies of falfe wit which are commendably 

exploded. 
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exploded* Yet Dumay the agtceable coufi- 
fellor at Paris, after hfe was blind, fent Me- 
i^g^ .thef^ two lines, having previoufly 
been tbidchat hia friend was laid np with 
tlwgout: 

Qui mala noftra tizHt pnmanti ctote ralebat. 
Edc'riri ncnxien,' Aos tibi talis crit. 

'.. • ^ . . f 

To which Menage inftantly replied by 

■ 

the feryant wJk> .waited^ 

CEdipodem tecum facicx Tumct a^ger uterque 
Fes mxhi. dilig^t. Itunen utrumque tibk 

Tlie anfwer is prettieft^ 

« 

In CEcIiptts alone I read 
.Our mifcrics united ; 

* 1 ■ - 

My lamenefs Was to him decreed^ 
His eyes like yours benighted. 

I could do nothing with the riddle it- 
fclf — Mr. Gray did me the honour to turn 
it thus :. 



He 
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He who OUT ills united barc^ 

The art of divination knew ; 
If you the prophet's name declare, 

ril hail you prophet foo^; 

And while the world owes him folld obli-« 

■ 

gations, let him neither be antrry nof 
afliamcd that it fees he can trifle to oMigc 

or divert a friend* 

« 

. The liEfius meantime, fuch as Mertagc 
or Camden delcribes, is a flill meaner con« 
trivancc, as things now Hand, tlian the lad 
mentioned j yet an acquaintance with the» 
may affill men in decyphering old families^ 
iN^hich iheWed their names by jdcviccs : aft 
$if Anthony. WingficKl, who with the crof» 
and red rofe, which latter denotes a Lancai^ 
trian Partizan, gave a wide extended wing^ 
with thefe four letters rcund^ F.E.LJDf 
while Fuller of Rofe-Ilill cholc for his rc^ 
bus^ devicCy or cxer^ue^ 

A Roft^ a /fi//, an Eyej a Loaf ziid a Jf^ell^ 

Roft Hill i love welly being implied. Thef^. 

tricks 
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tricks were taught us m the early ages by 
the French^ among whom they are ftifl 
called Rebus de Picardie. But they have been 
always In the world, I believe; nor did 
Lucius FloruSy nor Julius Cxiar himfelf, 
fcom a contrivance of the fame nature^ 
when the hiftorian gave a flower fignifying 
his appellation, as Benvenuto Garofkni, the 
painter in the fame country, did a good 
thoufand years after : — and ^tis faid by the 
connoifleurs how Julius Csefar put an ele- 
phant upon his coin, becaufe Casfar means 
elephant in the Mauritanian tongue. Nay; 
I doubt not but the C%ar^ which meana 
CafoTy gives a true rebus at this very 
day in the order of the Elephant, upon 
that very principle. The difcriminating 
diflTei'ehce feems to be this : the RIDDLE 
may be profe, and the fubjedl is totally at 
his choice who makes it. The ifiNiOMA 
fhould be verfe, and a (hort diftich is mod 
clafilca); while the rsbus mud include a 

name^ 
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namcy which to the exergue is not ne- 
ceflary. 

Charade is a new device of the fame 
kind. I never heard its origin, but know that 
when the Speculator had driven out this laft 
abfurdity, and Garrick helped its exit by 
his revival of Abel Drugger ; ingenious 
dulnefs invented a new one, and covered 
our fans, fcreens, &c. with charades 
newly brought from France. The fubtlety 
here confifts in making two different qua- 
lities agree in a third ; one Is fufficient for 
a fpecimen : 

My firft runs at you. 
My fccond runs into you, 
N My third runs through you, 

is as good as any of them : 'Tis iuci^tborff 
anfwers the defcription. 



VOL* lU Q^ RIDICULE, 
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RIDICULE, RAILLEFLt, DERISION, BANTER, 



ARE much too nearly allied*-<-yet natu- 
rally at a good diftance from ftrid: fyno- 
iiy my ; the fecond and the fourth being 
agreeable iburcea of amufement and inno* 
cent mirth) while the other two are odious 
and terrifying. Yet nothing is furer than 
that a mWf or fcience, or a quality of the 
mind» or a flight afie^ation io the peifon 
of a friend, which has been only once the 

fubjed of BANTER Or RAILLERY in a fet 

of gay companions, becomes quickly a 
theme of derision to fools, who learn 
laughing more eafily than difcernment In 
the choice of objefts where ridicule is 
juftly permitted, Addifon, though pof- 
fefled of humorous powers beyond every 
other writer in our language — Shakefpeare 
alone excepted — detefts all drollery on feri- 

QUS 
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•lis flibjeaiB, and fays in his Freeholder, that 
a quotation Cut of HudibraS fhall make 
fomc blockheads treat with levity an obli- 
gation wherein their welfare is concerned 
in this world and the next. Such rail- 
LERY, adds he, is enough to make the 
hearers tremble. And I do think the fpirit 
oE DERISION (become either fo natural or 
fo infectious among Britons, that the very 
babies of our ifland are tainted with it) 
never did find a way to gain applaufe as 
now in fafhionable circles, till my Lord 
Shaftefbury had fliown us how happily and 
airily we might laugh at Heaven and its 
judgments : for although the noble author's 
own fhafts of ridicule were feverely and 
with much humour retorted upon him again 
by Mandeville, in the firft dialogue of his 
fecond volume, where the laugh and parody 
are admirable ; and although numberlefs 
good anfwers have been made to the Cha- 
raderiftics^ one in particular, very little 

<^a read, 
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read^ in a novel called The Cry j my heart 
prompts me to fancy, and experience con- 
firms the notion, that fmce that book ap- 
peared, which taught mankind how RIDI- 
CULE alone was to be confidered as a teft 
of truth, every charafter, however venera- 
ble by virtue of condudt or dignity of litu- 
ation — every tranfaftion, however trifling in 
itfelf, has been torn out and hung before 
the public eye to excite derision of au- 
thority, and promote banter where 'tis 
diflicult to imitate merit. 

South fays, that it was out of Titus's 
' power not to be derided, but in his power 
not to be ridiculous ; and this is the beft 
comfort foi thofe whofe delicacy has fuf- 
fcred by modern wit Yet a man may lofc 
his eye from the ftroke of a boy's pop-gun, 
if not aware of its fudden approach ; and 
'tis obfcrvable enough too, that as the pre- 
fent are beyond all preceding times fruit- 
ful in farcaftic merriment, fo I recoiled no 

age 
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age lefs fertile of elegant humour and harm- 
lefs gaiety than the prefent. Broad mirth and 
coarfe reprefentation of mean manners, and 
the rough fcenes of life, heft fix the atten- 
tion pi high people to the ftage, where they 
contemplate the tricks of Mifs Hoyden and 
Mifs Tomboy with the fame difgraceful ca- 
gcrnefs that detains a lower fet with liquor- 
ifli hope of feeing fomewhat at a print- 
fhop window capable to inflame appetite in 
unintellediual and empty youth, or to re- 
ftore it in debauched though half inert old 
age. Such is the retrograde progrefs of 
falfe refinement, and ill direded opulence : 
— juft theme of indignant fatire to thofc 
who write, of pointed raillery tQ fuch 
as have talents for converffttioru 



0^3 RULE, 
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RULJ, SWAY, GOVERNMENT, 



■i^HP? 



ARE not preciiely fTnonymcus, though 
lUnilan Swat has by fjur the gemle^^ 
meanifig of the three ; its derivation from 
a Gennan yi^ord Jcbwden^ expre^ive of un« 

dulatpry motion, implies a 4egtee of foft^ 
fiefs little confonant to the othet two ; anc] 
wfe fay without impropriety civil- or gram* • 
matical; that in thofe countries where abfo«» 
l)ite R9LE fits defpotic on the lips, almoft 
Upon the pye of the fovereign, ^ favourite 
fnay ftill bear cbnfiderable sway, and guide 
to his own fancy the fceptre of govern- 
ment. If We turn our looks towards th^ 
verbs formed frpni thefe nouns, we may like- 
wife obferve minds of peculiar make, w^iich^ 
though they refift being ?lui-ed, will eafily 
permit their opinions to be led, and thei;' 
judgment swayed j and 'tis well known 

that 
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that men of this defcription mud be go- 
verned by influence : for, as a great ftatef-* 
man of old fays, " If vou will work on 
any man, you muft either know his nature 
and faOiions, and fo lead him ; or hi) 
ends, and fo perfuade him ; or his weaknefs, 
ancUfo awe him ; or his interefts, and fo go- 
Vern him/* 'Us therefore that I now 
ceafe to wonder what thofe people would 
have, who complain not only of the authority 
but the influence of government. There 
are but three ways to choofe out of: we 
mud be each wholly independent of other, 
and, acknowledging no head or heads, no 
fubordination, no fociety, live like fome 
folitary Indians, in a (late of total freedom 
fh)m every divine and every human tie ;— 
or we muft be oov ek^'B.d fomebow — either 
by RULE, as a huflband in his houfe, where 
all acknowledge his authority; or like a 
wife in her family, who sways by influ- 
ence, and holds her limited power by per- 

0^4 pctual 
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pctu4 ^ttentioi) QQt to difguft . by its too 
rough exertions. Pefpotic fovereigns ate 
obeyed as the man is iij this cafe ; — limited 
monarchs are contented to carry every 
point as a wpman in hfx circle, 

And win their way by yielding to the tijic, 

pnly adopting fkill inftcad of ftrength. Nor- 
den tells us, in his account of Cornwall, 
fomcthing concerning the Pendre ftonc 

analogous enough to our goverjimpnt 
here in Great Britain. 

^* It is (fays he^ a rocke uppij the toppc 
of a hill near Bliftpn, on which ftandeth a 
beacon, and on the toppe of the rocke ly etb 
a (lone, three yardes and a haulfe long, fouf 
foote broad, and tyrp and a haulfe thick ; 
and it is fp equally balanced that a touch 
may move it, whereof I have had true expc- 

a 

rience. Yet whereas a man with his little 
jptiger cap cafi}y ftirr the fame, the ftrength 
of mapy men cannott ever mpvc it pr re- 
move away." 

If 
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If therefore people fancy there is fome- 
tTiing great in refufing to be awed by ma- 
jefty, or ruled by. power, let them at 
leaft, like their own huge and rugged mafies 
of ftone in Wiltfliire and in Cornwall, fliew 
themfelves eafy to be swayed with a foft 
touch and gentle hand, nor complain alike 
of influence and of authority ; fmce we fee 
clearly that fome government is neceC- 
fary to every country : and how fociety is 
carried on where all will bear rule, and 
none will fuffer it, i, neighbouring nation 
{hews. Let ours take warning from the 
dread example, rcfledling that thefe monu- 
mental ftones would not have flood fo 
long, had not their balance been fo nicely 
kept. The venerably ancient, the almoft 
fejf-exiftent rock of royalty may yet, as wc 
f^e, be at length deftroyed by mean but 
long continued eiibrts to undermine it; 
though, when it fplits, infulting curiofity is 
Wpuncjed by the fragments, and calm fpec- 

tators 
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taton fie enihtd beneath its fall : while 
thefe apparently works of art, as Bryant 
judges from their repetition, mud, when 
tbfjt fink, drop all at once together — ^fo clofc- 
I7 united are the fullainers and fu(lained« 



S99 



RURAL AND RUSTIC 



^"^ 



MUST neceflarily feem- fynonymous to 
foreigners, wh6 fee them ufed perpetually 
for each other in our beft authors — or think 
they do— becaufe the words are commonly 
appropriated with a feledion exa^ enough. 
England, fay we, affords more fituations 
that one may juftly term rural, than any 
nation or country in Europe ; for in France, 
Italy and Germany, at leaft, you are always 
too near, or too far from a great city j fa 
that the prominent features of every land- 
fcape exhibit ekher wildnefs approaching 

to 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 235 

to barbarity, or elfe cultivation refembUng 
a garden more than fields ; — whereas in 
Great Britain, where opulence is more 
difTufed, and knowledge lefs concentrated. 
Nature accepts the cbarader of individuals, 
and every place poflefles fome agreeable 
ornaments which tend to its embellifh* 
ment — ^though no fpot is by the accumula- 
tion of fuch ornaments made more fplendid 
than beautiful. Rural elegance is the 
pride and pleaTure of our happy ifland, 
whence rustic grofTnefs and rough fee- 
nery are fo nearly expelled, that yoii feek for 
them in v^n at a great diilance from the 
capital, among the lakes of Weftmoreland, 
or along the fea-coafts of Devonfliire. 
Whence our faftidious travellers, perhaps, 

Tir^d of the tedious and difrelifli'd good, - 
3eek for their folace in acknowledged ill, 
Panger, aod toil, and pain. 

Graham's Tbumachus. 

We 
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Wc climb the Alps of Switzerland and 
Savoy, or journey round the Hebrides in 
fearch of contraft and variety, delighting 
to penetrate the hidden recefles of Nature, 
and 

Call her where (he fits aIone» 
Majeftic on her craggy throne. 

Such views indeed produce magnificent 
ideas in the mind, but they are ideas of 
God, not man. He always feems debafed 

ba fuch a theatre, and, to fay true, ge- 

^ . ' * 
nendly zSu^ his part upon them with rus- 

TiciTY enough : while foreigners are often 
heard to admire our pcafantry both in the 
north and weft of England, each with his 
watch, his little fhelf of books, trimmed 
hedge, clean fhirt, and planted garden ; * 
enjoying that RURAL fimplicity, and ele- 
gant competence — ^glory of Britons ! — great 
and enviable refult of equal laws and mild 
adminiftration ! 



Let 
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Let them remember then thofe laws, thofe rightSi 
That generous plan of pow'r deliver'd down 
From age to age by their renown'd forefathers. 
So dearly bought, the price of fo much blood. 

Addison's Cato. 



TO SAUNTER, TO LOITER, TO LINGER, TO 
DELAY, TO BE SLUGGISH, DILATORY, 

AND TEDIOUS. 



UNPLEASING qualities varioufly ex- 
prefled by all thefe verbs and adverbs, which 
are nearly though not clofely fynonymous. 
We apply fome of them to perfons chiefly. 



and fome to things. 



What plagues, what torments are in ftorc for thee, 
TIiou SLUGGISH idler, dilatory flave ! 

fays the Turk in Johnfon's Irene. He had 
indeed an averfion to fuch people amount- 
ing almofl to antipathy, though he confi- 

dered 
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dered himfdf among the number, and pafled 
his life in forming and breaking refolutions 
of adive diligence. He faid that the verb 
SAUNTER came originally bomrSainte Terre 
the Holy Land ; for that in crufading times, 
when a fellow was found i^oitering about, 
unable or unwilling to give account of him- 
fclf and his defigns, if afked whither he was 
going, the ufual reply was, h la Sainte Terre : 
and from that caufe, people who lingered 
about a houfe, trefpaffing upon that hofpi- 
tality which in fuch days was witli difficulty 
refufed, were called by corruption Sainte-- 
terrers and saunterers. Delay, mean- 
time, is a word that may often be ufed in 
an excellent fenfe as a part of policy and 
military fkill : witnefs the conduft of Fabius, 
who we are told faved Rome by procmfti- 
nation, and drawing out the war into length; 
fatiguing his enemy and wearying the pa^ 
tience of troops, who fighting in a foreign 
land need no enemy but patience for their 

utter 
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utter extirpation ; while thofe who die can 
never be replaced, and every village affords 
refuge for the afTailed, and ruin to the af- 
failants. 

Fortune, in great matters as well as fmall, 
refembles the market: if you can wait a 
while the price will fall. That delays are 
dangerous is on the other hand no falfe 
proverb: but the meaning here is, when 
you come to the moment of execution, do 
quickly that which you have confidered lei- 
furely ; for as the motion of a boy's top 
turned fwiftly round appears to ftand ftill, 
fo no fecrecy can be ever comparable to cele- 
rity in bufinefs. That arrow is fureft to 
hit the mark which is mofl fuddenly and 
fwiftly fhot. 

I faw a pretty quibbling epigram onc^ 
upon a man whofe name was Baddeley^zxi^ 
who owed the writer money, if I remember: 

^— it ran thus : 

Delay Is b;id— and I may fay, 
There's nought but bad in Baddetay. 

3 SEDITIONS, 
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SEDITIONS, TROUBLES, FACTIONS, 
DISTURBANCES, 



ARE nearly allied certainly, yet not 
quite fynonymous ; for troubles fpring 
lip many times in dates from caufes not 
cafy to cure — as tedious wars abroad, which 
caufing heavy debts at home, produce dit- 
trefe from mere inanition, like the alkaline 
fever brought on k human body by too long 
abftinence from food. There are likewife 
TROUBLES enough from repletion, when ill 
humours are afloat. But nations not kept 
ignorant of the difeafe or remedy, will be 
little fubjeifl to disturbance, even from 
the word of thefe caufes; having learned 
from knowledge of paft ages, or experience 
of prefent, that unlefs the ftate is intrinfi- 
cally poor, and fo enfeebled from lofs of 
commerce that it can with difficulty reftore 

itfelf 
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itfelf to health and vigour, or fuddenly of- 
fended by innovations, 'twill not be eafy 
to excite sedition among the common 
people, who are always more difpofed to 
quiet than their agitators expeded to find 
tlvem; flow to move, although powefful 
when once fet in motion; and ever more 
inclined by nSture and cuftom to obey the 
King de faSlo^ than any newly fprung^p 
body of nobles, or felf-created demagogues 
delighting in confufion, in which our ea- 
lightened commonalty fee far oflf that they^ 
fliall only be made inflruments of advance- 
ment to fellovj^ no better than themfelvel^ 
who fpr^he^purpofes of faction climb oa 
the ihoulders of the people to reach at and 
deftroy theKang s prerogative. A monarch 
is fafe againft all fuch, however, while he 
polTefles the good-will of his common peo^ 
pie ; and every child's Pantheon can remind 
us, that when the inferior deities, nobles ot 
the £ky, made a fadious combination to 
VOL. 11^ R bind 
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bind or cSottfinc Jupiter, Briareus came irt 
with his hundred hands (meaning the mul-' 
tknde), and^nloofed every knot. But al- 
though a date nicely balanced is leafl fubjed 
to ferious DISTURBANCES of any other, it 
may natiurally be obnoxious enough to petty 
TROUBLES, as winds are always higheft 
when the fun is in Aries or Libra, and b^ui-^ 
no&ial tides are proverbial* 

Let not our neighbours fancy, howevefi 
that fuch wear out our ftate. Oppofition is 
exercife, and contributes to the long life of 
a mixed government ; and thofe who take 
pains to convince Us that every brifk gale 
muft needs end in a hurricane, lie under a 

phyfical as well as a political miftake. The 
dead calm that precedes fuch a convulfion 

pf nature, or of civil polity, is the dreadfid 

fymptom, the fignal for experienced pilots 

to draw in all the fails, and colled clofe to* 

gether, that fo the tempeft's fury may be 

fpent in vain, 

SENTl- 
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SkNTIMENT, THOUGHT, NOTION, OPINlOitt 



A k £ nearly fynonymous in books, but 
hot in talk, where the firft has of late ufurp- 
ed a wider dominion than our tongue regu«^ 
lirly granted. We fay in good ftridlnefs, 
how *twas out firm opinion till laft week, 
that out old friend Rug^ero had more 
THOUGHT in him, and better notions 
both of honour and propriety, than thus to 
betray his sentiments at the requeft of a 
paltry creature, who courted him out of 
them for interefted purpofes alone— a mere 
felf-lover, who would willingly let any 
body's houfe on fire for the fake of roafting 
her own eggs. This example, however, is 
exceedingly imperfed. A lady of ddlcacy 
is now called, I know not. wby^ a lady q£ 
sentiment ; and a perfon whp, as Acjkii** 
fon's Sempronius fays of Cato, is grown by 

R 2 bsing 
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being long liftened to, ambttkujly fententiou$^ 
has beea of late derided by the a{^eUadon . 
of a man of sentiment — in allufion, as I 
fuppofe, to Mr. Sheridan's play, . Favourite 
dramas have, among theEngliih, a temporary 
influence over language that would amaze ; 
one. The Duke of Buckingham's Rehear- 
fsJ drove out of fafhionaUe company the 
filly phrafe of Egad and all that \ and I have 
been told that Dryden's Sir Martin cleared 
the elegant tables of their then favourite in-* 
tercalation Injfue^ Sir. New ones meanwhile 
ijpring up everyday, like thefe, dully to take 
their turn and be forgotten, to the no fmall 
incumbi;ance of converfation, and fatigue of 
due's ear ; for living, as Collins faid, under 
^e dominion of a word, whether senti- 
ment, or ragt^ or b^re^ Oit pledge onisfelf\ 
or whatever abfurdity determines choice, 
innft furely be a defpicable mode of prov* 
ing our good breeding, which rather con- 
fifts in the art of baniihing fuch pedantry 

than 
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than inviting it. Indeed the pedantry of a 
drawing-room is no lefs offenfive than that 
of a college, or an army cofFee-houfe, or a 
merchant's compting-houfe ; — all are tedious 
and difgraceful, and fhould be fwept away* 
Let the players fct the example, and, by re* 
forming the defpicable cant of their greea« 
rooms, (hew themielves fit to mend the foi- 
bles of the age. 

When the old poet Maynard came to 
P^is a little while before his death, what- 
ever he faid one night almoft when his 
friends and he met at a tavern, fome or 
other of them cried out, Ce mot la ticfi 
^lus en ufage. Wearied at length with theijr 
fafhionable^criticifms, he called for a fheet 
of paper, and wrote thefc yerfes upon it 
impromptu : 

En cheveux blancs il me faut done alier 
Comme un enfant tous les jours ^ I'ecolc 1 
Que je ferois fou d'apprendre \ parler^ 
Lorfque la ihort vient m'oter la parole I 

R 3 How 
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How fenfelefs were I to be carried along 
In grey hairs to your new modifli fchool ! 

Sure death would a day (boner palfy my tongue^ 
Should it prove me fo errant a fool. 



SIGNS, PICTURES AT SHOP-DOORS, MARKS, 
TOKFNS, PAINTED NOTICES THAT 
SOMETHING IS SOLD WlTHIlf. 



T If E firft U the popular word for whal^ 
the others rather defcribe than exprefs. 
Swift fays fomewhat haftily, that wit and 
Uncj are not employed in any one article, 
fo much zfi in the contriving of signs to 
hang before houfes. I rather think that it 

requires fome wit and fancy to explain the 
meaning of many yet unintelligible ones ; 
though the Spe^ator, and fince him the 
Lookeir-on, in a paper fuggefted by a friend, 
have thrown much light upon the fubjed ; 

a very 
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z very trivial one to people like that friend 
capable of benefiting literature by things of 
greater importance. 

In the thirty-fecond number of the laft«^ 
mentioned paper, however, we firft are in- 
formed that 'tis to the heraldic diftindion of 
the neighbouring noblemen that we are 
obliged for the multitude of monfters — ^as 
the Red Lion, the Black Swan, Blue Boar, 
&c. a Swan fable, a Boar azure, a Lion gules, 
^c. being the coat armoiur of fome man of 
confequence in the neighbourhood^ This it 
fo true, that the Harcourt Arms, the Pem- 
broke and Marlborough Arms are even now 
hung as signs in the vicinage of Blenheim, 
Wilton, or Nuneham. The Qreen Man is 
however an exception : he is I believe an at- 
luiion to Bold Robin Hood ; and if the (ize 
of the pidure admits. Little John is com^- 
monly vifible in the perfpedive. The Two 
Maidens at or near Kennelworth, one with 
^ red rofe, and I think drefled ia pink too ; 

R4 .the 
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the 6ther with a white rofe, are apparently 
the Princefles Marjr and Elizabeth, fet up 
by fome wife fellow, who refolved to enter- 
tain the partifans of both fiEtmilies at his 
houfe, if poflible. Signs and tokens of 
every fort, however, are going out, in pro« 
portion as literature comes in* Formerly 
brothers or fiiends, married and fetded 
in difierent and diflant provinces, feat 
TOKENS to etch other, as proofs of their 
yet continued exiftence and welfare; bitf 
now the coayeyance of letters byi^^ular 
pofts is eftabliflied, fuch marks are ren- 
dered unneceflary. The cuftom, however, 
ftill obtidns in Poked, I underftand, and ia 
icarcely worn out in Moravia* Sions at 
elegant traders' wUl veryibon be out of 
cufiom, I lee plainly. Brewers weK wont 
to fet up an Anchor or a Peacock, &c. but 
^ey are fallen into difufe ; and I IrecoUed; 
too sipN at any bankers now, uniefs the 
Three Squirrels ftiU fland in view at Tem^ 
S pie 
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pie Bar ; which, from the analogy perhapn 
between that hoarding animal and a money* 
dealer^s fhop, may have been longer preferv* 
ed than the re(L 'Tis now growing familiar, 
I obferve, to write the Prince's Head, or the 
White Lion, inflead of painting them ; and 
fome would certdnly be with difficulty re- 
prefented to the eye, as a Nimble Nine« 
pence, which was nothing more, probably, 
than a little coin twirled about as the defig- 
oation of a gaming-houfe* The Round of 
Beef at fome cook's fhop near St. Giles's 
tempted Cox the merry dancing-mafter, of 
£u:etious memory, when he faw thefe words 
under. Good boiled beef hot every day, to 
rub the top of the b out, fo that it flood 
thus, not every day ; and the peqple did not 
know where to apply for their dinners j fo 
looked them out another place for that pur- 
pofe. 
Pious SIGNS too, as the Lamb and Stan- 
dard, 
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dard, from a verfc in St John's Apocalypfc j 
the Dove and Mitre, which ftill remains at 
Hereford ; with the Nun and Crucifix^ &c. 
wear out every day, as religion grows more 
delicate and lefs fervent among us. The 
Hare running over the Heads of Three 
Nuns, which ufed to Hand at Charing Crofs^ 
was manifeftly nothing more than bad fpelU 
ing. Nuns of fome religious orders wear a 
HMR cloth or cilice next their fkia, for 
purpofes of mortification, and this article 
Was fold at the linen-drapers^ who furnifh- 
cd the whole of their drefs ; but the pradlice 
growing obfolete, I fuppofe, and the idea ftill 
continuing of fbme connexion betwixt a 
nun and a hair fkin, they thought it a 
HARE fkin, and fet up the figure of that 
animal accordingly. 

Enough on thi? fynonymy of signs and 
MARKS and TOKENS at Jbop^doors^ whence 
they will foon be banifhpd, I believe. Under 

the 
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(he article symbol much will occur of fc*- 
lious matter ^/CArified by viiibl^ figures, 

MARKS) and TOKENS. 



SILLY, IGNORANT, SENSELESS, 



ARE not fynonymous, except in the 
mouths and opinions of fuch as are sense- 
X«Ess by nature, or ignorant with regard 
(o language. Dr. Johnfon ufed to fay, and 
I have read it recorded by fome of his bio« 
graphcrs, that the bpaping loads of litera- 
ture on a head unfiimiihed with the pra> 
cognita of knowledge, a senseless foul, as 
be oftien called fuch people, was like fetting 
diamonds or other precious jewels in lead, 
which could but obfcure the luilre of the 
|lone, and make the pofrefTor aihamed on^t 

Had he lived in Italy, this obfervation 
|ia4 been loft ; for as among our countrymen 

may 
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may be found many men of very mean and 
fimited powers, who yet are excellently 
taught, and for that reafon far from iono- 
KANT, although SILLY enough on occafions 
where no fcience comes in play, and mat- 
ters of mere common fenfe are made the 
fubjeds of converfation— fo in Italy, where 
little cultivation is thought neceflary, 'tis 
exceedingly rare to hear a gentleman or 
lady difgrace themielves by a s£NSBL£S8 
or weak manner, either of adting c^ of 
Ipeaking, however ignorant they may 
prove of what we Englifh confider as al- 
moft indifpenfable literature — the know- 
ledge of our own tongue, for example, and 
ib much of geography as may keep us from 
being told impoflibilities, and then laughed 
at. An inflance will contribute to explain 
my meaning, in thefe pofitions. 

The Spanifh ambaflador to our court in 
Charles the Second's time was accounted, 
and juftly, a man of large capacity, deep 

political 
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political thinking, adive in bufinefs, and, in 
a word, far too cunning for our thoughtlefs 
monarches counfellors to cope with; but 
although nothing lefs than silly, he fet 
thofe o'laughing at his ignorance to 
whom he was himfelf fuperior in parts and 
judgment, when the Royal Society being 
defirous of putting in pradtice Torricelli's 
experiments, thought the Peak of TeneriffJi 
a good place to prove their efficacy, and 
deputed two members to folicit from his 
excellency letters of recommendation for 
the Canary Ifles. The ambaflador mean- 
time, never doubting but that their intention 
was to fetch away wine, not knowledge, 
enquired what quantity they propofed bring- 
ing home ; to which when the deputies •:€- 
{died, that their bufinefs was only to weigh 
the air upon the mountain's top, he drove 
them frdm his houfe like madmen, and ran 
himfelf to Whitehall, crying out that fome 
crazy Englifhmen had infulted his avoca- 
tion, 
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don, and beggbd permiflioQ to i^eigli tiitf 
air in his mafter's dominioM — as if fadt 
things were poiSble^ Charles and his bro^ 
ther, who were no mean philofophers, €on<i^ 
cealed, from good breeding, their contempt! 
of this IGNORANT Spaniard; but the im- 
pofTibility of weighing air foon became a 
hack joke among thd cotirtiers to divert the 
king in private. But why look fo for 
back? An intelligent nobleman from the 
Continent afked me not more than fevea 
years ago, where that Mr. Londini lived, 
that made fo many and fo good mufical 
inftruments, particularly the piano e fortes, 
which always bore his name in front. Th?s 
was being fomewhat behind hand with 
the reft of mankind^ no doubt, yet was 
there no intellediual weaknefs difcoverable, 
but the contrary ; and a man lefs sillt 
or SENSELESS than he have I not oftcfe 
known. 

Of Englilh fimplicity combined with 
7 found 
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ft)und learning, numberlefs examples crowd 
about one's remembranee, and prefs for the 
place of diftindion. The firft that prefents 
itfelf is that of a gentleman eminent for 
claflic knowledge, a capital orientalifl, and 
a perfon to whom the lail related (lory will 
be moft welcome if he reads it. Returning 
from India once, he fhewed me a curious 
gem given him by fome prince of the coun- 
try, its colour a rich heavy green, its 
thicknefs aftoniOiing, and the degree of 
tranfparency vifible in fo folid a body- 
Wonderful. I admired its uncommon beau- 
ty and value, and loft fight of the pofleflbr 
for three or four years ; at the end of which 
time chance threw us once more into the 
fame aflembly-room, but in a di&rent part 
of Europe. I hoped his gem was fafe. 
Oh yes ! replied my countryman, 'tijr cut 
into a ring now, and has half ruined me 
in paying for the inftruments it broke dur- 
ing the operation j for, continued he, 'tis 

very 
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▼eiy near a diamond itfelf : but we fpllt it 
up at laft, and I made fuch a jeweller — 
naming him — engrave a figure on it, that 
it might be interefting* What figure ? faid 
I anxioufly. Why, *faith, madam, I cannot 
tell ; I have fcarce looked at it fince ; but 
it was what the goldfmith thought pro- 
per — for there Ihould be fomething on a 
ring, you know. Was not this conduct 
and mode of reafoning senseless? Doc- 
tor Johnfon's ftory of a young woman he 
once knew, who laid by the bones off her 
own plate at dinner, when fhe had been 
eating chicken, to feed a friend's horfe 
whom fhe expected to call in the evening, 
ufed to furnifh us matter of difpute. I 
thought her an ideot^ while he contended 
that fhe was only ignorant of what a 
milliner's 'prentice had no means of know- 
ing. She did not betray fymptoms of folly 
in her bufmefs, faid he, nor yet dream of 
laying up oats and hay to feed the lap-dog 

— how- 
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*— however fhc might miflake the nature of 
an animal who came little in her way, and 
might be carnivorous for aught fhe had op-« 
portunityto obferve. Somethmg however 
mud, I believe,, have been radically and' 
from the beginning defedive in a mind fo 
SENSELESS, that it could not at the age of 
twenty years procure to itfeif better infor- 
mation than this. 



Jmm 



TO SLIP, TO SLIDE. 



THESE verbs are fo very clofely allied, 
that foreigners will be in perpetual danger 
of choofing the wrong ; yet like reafon aad 
inftinft, as Mr. Pope fays, they are 

For ever feparate, yet for ever near. 

The fynonymy is by no means exa£t, 
TOU ii« S aad 
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and thofc who are not attentive may be 
eafily led to slip, or to make a slip — for fo 
a flight error is often called in Englifli : but 
ihould you in that very cafe fay fuch a per- 
fon has made a slide, all would laugh ; 
only becaufe in figurative language the laft 
word is fcldom ufed in a bad fenfe ; and 
though Thomfon does bid the ladies take 
care of their sliding hearts oddly enough, 
it would not be borne in converfation. In 
its dire£l fenfe too, natives know inftindtive- 
ly the quantity of meaning each word bears, 
and the moft illiterate mother bids her little 
boys take care not to slip down, when 
they go purpofely o'sliding on the ice : 
although (he may not have feen the French 
epigram upon fome young men fkaiting : 

Sur un mince cryftal Thyverconduit leurs pas, 

Lc precipice eft fous la glace : 
Telle eft de nos plaifirs la legerc furface, 
. Glificz, mortels ! n'appuycz pas. 

Thus 
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Thus o*er the dangerous gulf below 
Is pleafurc's slippery furface fpread ^ 

» 

On tender fteps with caution go, 
They fooneft fink who boldeft tread. 

And 'tis no incurious or ufelefs refle<Jiion 
to obfen^e how from this uncertain opera** 
tion— -this slipping of one fmooth body 
over another — the ftudy of mechanics has 
found out the fecret to draw our moft infal- 
lible and perfedi method of gauging, mea- 
furing, &c. without any affiftance from 
compafles ; merely •by the sliding of one 
part of an inftruihent againft another— while 
\)^t fupcririQcJfus radens^ in Everard's famous 
machine, gives the anfwer on a marked 
rule to men no way (killed I fuppofe in ' 
mathematics ; a common excifeman beings 
able to tell upon infpediion the contents 
of a cafk of whatever magnitude, to an 
exadlnefs that would puzzle a philofopher. 
On thefe occafions wonder is the natural 
€onfequencc of inexperience, nay, the pro- 

S 2 per 
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per conrequence j for blockheads only will 
fail to be furprifed when they fee an cSt€t 
produced without an apparently adequate 
caufe. And here, although I may juftly be 
charged Wixhjbifling my ground and slid- 
ing away from the fubjed, I cannot for- 
bear relating a ftory, which, if it has not al- 
ready got into print, may ferve to fliow the 
juft amazement of favage nations at Eu- 
ropean ingenuity. — An Englifli gentleman 
walked into the woods of America with a 
fnend, taking as a guide with them how- 
ever an Indian youth. In the courfe of the 
day's amufement they feparated, and one 
of them finding fome curious fruit or ber- 
ries, fent them to his companion by the 
lad, with a note of their number traced by 
his pencil on a bit of paper. Some being 
loft on tlie way, he who received the pr^ 
fent reprimanded the bringer for eating or 
lofmg tliem, and drove him back for more. 
The gentleman fent him again with the 

number 
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number marked on the note, which proved 
the boy had played the fame trick with this 
fecond parcel as with the firil, and pro- 
cured him a new fcolding. The Indian 
now fell on his knees, and kifTed the paper; 
which, fays he, I found out was a witch or 
conjurer the firft time j — but now he has 
proved his power fupematural indeed, b&- 
caufe he tells that which he did not fee : for 
when I flung away thefc laft berries for ex;- 
periment fake, I took care to slip the note 
under ajione^xhzl it might not know what 
was pafling. 



' ■ ■ ■» 



SLOPE, DECLIVITY. 



MANKIND having obferved, no doubt, 
how beautiful nature is in her fpontaneoifs 

■ 

undulations ; how* graceful is the slope^ 
and how elegant the declivity ; thought 

S 3 they 
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they would cmbellifh . their inclofures with 
artificial imitation of fuch charms, and con«> 
t rived the terrace built upon a slope in the 
very early days of building and horticul- 
ture. Semiramis's hanging gardens are an 
inftance of this amufement's antiquity ; the 
glacis in fortification affords daily proof of 
its ufefulnefs, while xhtjlippery turf betrays 
the aflailants to their ruin, and well deferves 
itiS name ; which fhould not be confounded 
with that of counter/carp^ this laft relating 
merely to the pointed fhape or form of the 
glacis ; and is taken firom a woman's fhoe, 
or clog ; contra fcarpa. So fafhionable 
were thefe acclivities in our own pleafure- 
grounds, forty years ago, that we find Pope 
ridiculing them in his admirable Epiftip 
upon Tafte : 

And when up ten ftcep^/i^^/youVe dragg'd your thighs^ 
Juft at his ftudy-door he'll blcfs your eyes. 

Such perverfenefs was well exploded ; 

and 
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and a more pleating though lefs elaborate 
imitation of nature called in to fupply its 
place« The Ifola Bella upon hago Maggiore^ 
notwithftanding, owes its peculiar beauties 
to a fimilar conftruflion of terrace and turf- 
afcent ; nor can any diipofition of ground 
produce an effedl equally ftriking and lovely 
— fo certain is it that we fliould 

Confult the genius of the place in all \ 

nor haflily condemn an ornamenjt, which, 
though incapable of embellifliing one fpot, 
may yet increafc the elegance of another: — 
the lefs haftily fhould we condemn this, as 
it is generally thought a line laid 






SLOPING OR OBLIQUELY 



MAY be confidered as more beautiful 
ter fe than a ftraight one. We leave the 

S4 waving 
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waving or curve line, emphatically acknow- 
ledged, iince Hogarth^s time, as the preciiie 
line of grace, out of the queftion ; indeed 
neceflarily, becaufe though SLOpiNO it \$ 

not OBLIQUE, 

EXAMPLE, 

' The fun*8 path (as the Zodiac Is popu- 
larly called) defcribes that eminently per* 
feSt line whofe curve is confidered hy Ho- 
garth as effential to true beauty, whilft the 
angle that line makes with the equator 
is juftly called the OBLIQUixy of the 
ecliptic, which foftie authors — Chevalier dc 
Louville in particular — wifh to believe di- 
miniflies perpetually. — Had his calculation 
of half a minute loft every fifty years been 
exadt, however, our fphere would have 
been no longer ai* QgHQUE one^ and we 
who inhabit the temperate zones would 
jio longer have experienced the inequality 
of nights and daysn 

SLY, 
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SLY, ARTFUL, CUNNING, CRAFTY, INSIDIOUS, 

KNOWING. 



THESE odious adjedives, alike defcrip- 
tive of one mean perfedlion, arc filrely ndt 
far from an exaft fynonymy. Yet tlie 
truly ARTFUL man, whofe long pradtice 
makes him an adept in the crooked paths 
which lead to the temple of this left-hand- 
ed wifdom, will not only be crafty in 
his deep-laid defigns to arrive there, but 
cunning enough to conceal his intention 

of darting at all, and insidious to catch 
and overthrow his competitors in the raco, 
by keeping at a diflance perhaps, and 
watching the others' fall with what Milton 
fo finely terms sly circumfpeftion, when 
he defcribes Satan as the original inventor 
pf thefe qualities, found by him efficacious 

tQ 
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to obtain our firft parents' ruin. Thofc 
who by legerdemain beft pack the cards, 
however, are often moft unfkilful at the 
game ; and I have read in fome old Englifh 
/ author, that the cunning feI!ow*s mind 
is like an ill-built houfe ; full of convenient 
clofets, and fccret paflages, with excellent 
back-ftairs ; but never a good room or hand- 
fome entrance. Doftpr Goldfmith, in his 
charming Vicar of Wakefield, fays, the 
KNOWING one appears to him the foolifli- 
«ft blockhead of all, when his life and fyf- 
tern come to be reviewed : He tricks his ho- 
neft neighbour once o'year at the fair, yet 
is always himfelf leading a life of anxiety 
and efcape — dying at laft probably in fome 
prifon ; while the farmer he cheated grows 
rich, and happy, and fat, and gives good 
portions to his family, without having ufed 
any arts but induftry, or ftudied inven- 
tions except how to pay his debts pundu- 

3 ^">% 
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I 

ally^ and buy goods at the beft , market. 
The word knowing is however a vulgar 
one, as it belongs to a pedantry in ufe 
among gamefters, borfe-jockeys, &cc 
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SNEAKING, CIIOUCHIN6, SERVILE j MEANLY 

OBSEQUIOUS. 



IN thefe fynonymes, as ia fome few 

Others, we fhall find that although the 
words of claflic derivation are neateft and 
moft elegant, the Saxon ones carry a 
ftronger energy and bolder expreffion.— 
Pope choofes the meaner word for that very 
reafon, in his poem to Lord Oxford, where 
be fays. 

When Intereft calPd oflTall her sneaking train. 
And aU the obtig'd deiert— 'and all the vain. 

Servile 
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Servile would have been too foft to ex* 
prefs his juft indignation at a conduA ex- 
perienced by many people befides Harley, 
the nation's great fupport, as the poets de- 
lighted to call him. Many fentences, mean- 
time, might be contrived to call thefe ad^ 
verbs very clofe together without imputa- 
tion of tautology, were we to fay that thofe 
SNEAKING half-negleded flatterers that 
cl>ng round all who have either fortune or 
power, hoping by mean obsequious- 
ness to obtain their favour, are ever fir ft 
and likclieft to carry their servile talents 
•^ to another houfe^ when they fee that fhut 
up, which once was open to receive and 
entertain them as friends. He too who 
frights a whole family by his vehemence, 
and tyrannizes over a fickly wife, and poor 
dependant (ifter, who marrying ill in her 
early youth came back a widow in five 
years, with two babies deftitute of prpvi- 

fion. 
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fion^ and is forced to cultivate a crouch- 
ing temper, to procure from this wretch 
a precarious fubfiftence — is probably, when 
you have followed him to another table, 
the mod servile admirer of fome haugh- 
ty demagogue, head of his party, who 

Bawl for freedom in their fenfelefs mood^ 

as Milton fays ; and, while they exert the 
fevered difcipline in their own families, 
profefs an ardent love of liberty ; defiring 
however, as it fhould feem, nothing much 
more or better than the power of exerting 
rough rule^ though they will not fubmit to 
endure even the gentled^^/* 



SOILf 



•/• 



t^o BRITISH SYNONYMY, 



s6lL, EARTH, GROUND, 



ARE not fynonymous* We fay the wifcft 
man now on earth, not on ground, be- 
caufe we mean of the whole earth col- 
Ic^ively when Ipeaking thus in hyperbole. 
Yet foreigners will immediately recolledi 
Pope's verfes, which run perfe^y right too, 

as contradictory to my affertion : 

Led by her hand, he faunter'd Europe round. 
And gathered every vice on Chriftian ground. 

Here, however, is no contradidion j 'tis 
hyperbolical certainly, but the ground is 
pointed out. When we fay, Such a country 
is our native soil, 'tis always half in a figu- 
rative fcnfe, as if we greiv there, and could 
not, like fomc vegetables, bear tranfplanta- 
tion. The word is peculiarly energetic in the 

mouth 
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mouth and from the charad;er of Eve, whofe 
inexperience calls forth all our tendemeis, 
when fhe exclaims, 

Muft I then leave thee, Paradifel 
Thee^ native soil ! 

Thofe who are (peaking with agricoliftg 
will obfer\'e, that soil is the word in ufe 
when we defcribe the nature of its two fy- 
nonymes, improperly fo called : but they 
who pay juft attention to man's original 
and proper employment, know that whea 
they till the ground, various kinds of 
SOILS are prefented to their examination, 
among which that we call loam is fuppofed 
to poflefs the properties of real and ge- 
nuine EARTH above all the reft; and 'tis 
obferved, I think, that the fuperftrata are 
commonly moft excellent in hot countries, . 
the fubftrata in cold. 

Saxont^ fo named perhaps from its 
numerous and beautiful precious Jionei^ 
though lying north, contaitis a wonderful 

quantity 



#. 
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quantity of phlogifton below, to compcftfate 
for thofe clcaf frofts which pinch the fur- 
face of the EARTH in that diflrid ; and one 
of the brightcft gems I ever beheld was 
found in a much colder climate flill — La 
Terra di Labrador. This curiofity was fhewn 
me in the Emperor's mufeum, where the 
gentleman who accompanied us about, took 
the kind pains to inform me of the fad and 
reafon; faying, he doubted not but the 
SOIL there, meaning near Hudfbn's Bay, 
might by dint of cultivation produce much 
riches; and what I fliall have the honour 
to tell you concerning France is (continued 
he) worth your remembering — that where 
the fuperficies of the ground is fo fine and 
fertile, the fubftrata deny all reward to the 
toils of us deep fellows, in a manner not to 
be credited but by thofe who are (killed in 

4 

the nature of earth and its various pro- 
perties ; the reafon, he added, at leaft the 
immediate reafon, is want of neceflary phlo^ 

gifton^ 
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giftbh. If our good German friend be no^ 
alive, he may delight to draw a parallel 
from, the SOIL to the minds of thefe French- 
men, and kindle in himfelf a hope, that their 
fire, lying all near the top, may.foon blaze 
itfelf away ; while the concentrated wartnth 
of Auffaian courage will long be likely to 
invigorate their meafures, their, country and 
its inhabitants, as the fteady heat of col- 
leAed embers is feea to remain long after 
the flame is confumed , 



aaos 



SOURCE, SPRING, FOUtJTAm, WELL, 



ARE not fynonymous to the naturalifb^ 
though nearly fo in converfation. We call 
thofe FOUNTAINS, however, which play 
fo beautifully before St. Peter's church at 
Rome ; and the extraordinary water which 

VOL. n. T takes 
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take9 fit0 with a candle at Brofeley: in Engv^ 
hndf we irall the burning well. The hot 
SPRiifOs at Bath meantime, and the mine« 
ral ones at Aix la Chapdk^are jufUy famous} 
while we join inobrtrving how ftrange it 
hf that fo great a river as the Nile (hould 
fiow £K)m a source icarce difcorerable 
l^rtmreUcrs. Source and sfring arc 
ufed figuntiveljr too wkh great fiimifiarity^ 
but i^^i don't, fay well at all, exeept in a 
pofitive ienfe; and thoi^ we agree thai 
cur King is the fountaiK of honour, I 
Kcdle^ no place where the other word ad-> 
mits of fuch ufage. Source of my life, 
and dlPRiKO of ail our anions, are common 
figures in difcourfe as in writing. 



JTVtS^ 
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S T Y L E, MANNER. 

1 HAVE read fomewhere a pretty obfcr- 
vation, that to write a good style muft have 
been originally as coarfe and as pedantic an 
expreflion, as we now think it, when a 
rough man, inftead of praifmg Cramer's taftc 
and (kill, fays be plays a goodjiddle^ or plies 
his jiitk to a miracle \ — for the style wag 
once the infiruihent ; and I doubt not but 
there may be ftill many a reader at Briftol^ 
who delights to think how Mils Hannah 
lyiore // a Jine lady at her p£n^ upon the 
fame principle ; while wits and fcholars eiji4 
critics are admiring to fee fuch valuabli^ 
thoughts delivered in fo admirable a ST)r{.Bft 

There is however a manner diftindl 
from STYLE in every art, fo far as my weak 
fight can^penctrate into their arcana : fomc* 
thing like the differences in natural hiftory^ 

T 2 where 
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where the animal of one kind is refembled 
by^fome particular creature of another — 
which is, notwith^anding that refemblance, 
referred yei to another clafs. Johnfon's 

> 

STYLE, for example, is mjrLord Bacon's; 
but he caught a (hade of Brown's manner 
in the expreffion. *Tis well known that 
Teniers poflefled a style of padnting all 
his own, while endowed with a peculiar 
power of imitating almoft every other pain- 
terV MANNER ; whilft, in mufic, daily miC- 
takes are made by thofe who flatter them- 
felves they are compofmg in the style of 
mafters, whofe manner only, and perhaps 
the worft part of that too, is all they have 
obtained. Singularities are foon picked up 
even by the moft curfory obfervers, if very 
prominent; and numberlefs have for that 
reafon been the parodifts of Johnfon, and 
the imitators of Sterne ; whilft Young re- 
tards counterfeits by his difficult and angu- 
lar 
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lar Iharpnefs, and Swift eludes them by his 
fn)Ooth and voluble uniformity. In modem 
times, at leaft during thefe laft few years, 
the literary conteft between Delia Crufca 
and his admirers filled the newfpapers, ma- 
gazines, &c. His cluftering garland of or- 
namented didion pleafed fo well, that arti- 
ficial flowers fprung round us on every fide, 
till the temple of Flora was opened in vain, 
for none would go in. 

Diffufion and diverfity" delight f5rom the 
idea of abundance which they convey j— 
but if there be not a portion of thinking fuf- 
ficient to invigorate fuch expanfe, it mufl of 
necefiity difperfe, and diflipate its perfume 
in the air. Evaporation would mend the 
STYLE of Delia Crufca, as cold condenies 
th^ virtue of rich wines, by fireezing all the 
aqueous particles, and leaving the noble li- 
quor untouched and pure — a cordial in the 
heart of the cafk. Such chymiftry would, 
however, ruin hia counterfeits ; they would 

T3 turn 
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turn all to iced water, and that water diitjr 
when again difTolved. 



SULLEN, AUSTERE, CHURLISH, $OUR, $URLY, 



•^mm 



THIS unpleafing fynonymy (hould not 
be dwelt on — * but that our foreign readers 
will be apt to fay, An Englifli writer ought 
aot to have paflcd over lightly, qualities fo 
defcriptive of her country manners ; and to 
this charge I wifh not to plead guilty. Mean-^ 
while the words are really not fynonymous. 
We fay a sullen girl when young, is likely 
to (nd her days a sour old maid ; and that 
a CHURLISH boy, who eats his apple behincl 
the door, refufing a fhare to his fchool-feU 
lows, gives intimation of being at the clofe 
of life, either an austere father, if he mar^ 
rjcs early, or elfe a surly old bachelor, i^ 

J»e nev^r marries at all. 

So 
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So certain Is it, that evco in the mere 
converfation ufe of thefe words, both age 
and fex may be faintly difcemed at a dii^ 
tance. Tempers of the kind here defcribed 
are likewife attributed to Englifhmen in ge« 
neral, not without reafon, as our national 
chara^er is well painted under the name of 
our great minifter Cardinal Wolfey, by 
Shakefpeare, who fays he was 

X<ofty and sour to them who lik'd him not^ 

Put to fuch friends as fought him-^fweet as fummer. 

The nation too colleAively, as a nation, 
does I fear lean towards a rough and 8pVR 
difjpofition, like their indigenous fruits tho 
buUace and the crab apple. laduftry ever 
feels a fort of pleafure in its acquired right 
to be rude j and plenty produced by artifi- 
cial means produces failidioufnefs.not ob- 
fcrvablc in countries which owe theijc opu- 
lence immediately^ not rematdj^ to Heaven^ 
Tbey are for that reafon difpofed to fenfu- 

T 4 ality^ 
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ality, but with gratitude : we grow austere 
and thanklefs : they think too much with 
Mr. Pope, that t^ enjoy is to obey ; and they 
pra&ife little obedience except to that agree- 
able precept. We find fault even with the 
enjoyments we poffefs, and delight moft in 
thofe who condemn the very luxuries we 
cannot endure to relinquifli. 



SUSPICION, JEALOUSY, 



^^ 



ARE not fynonymous, while women ftill 
confider the latter as half a compliment, th^ 
former as a cruel and heavy offence. 

Oh fly ! 'tis dire suspicion's mien \ 
And meditating plagues unfeen^ 

The forcerefs hither bends \ 
Behold her hands in gore imbrued ! 
Xx)ok how her garments drop with blood 

Of Ipvers and of friends | 

Cut 
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But we need call no help from poetry to 
exprefs abhorrence of a suspicious cha- 
rafl:er, while few things touch one more 
tenderly in life, or its beft reprefentative the 
theatre, than a generous unfufpefting cha- 
rafter wrought up to jealous anguifh.— 
Ofmyn and Othello, as I have feen them 
both exquifitely afted by Mr. Barry, car- 
ried away much of our compaflion, I re- 
member, from Zara and Defdemona ; — and 
this is fo true, that mifers — meaneft of man- 

kind — are notorioufly moft difturbed by bafc 
SUSPICIONS ; while they find it perhaps 
moft difficult of comprehenfion how any 
reafonable mortal can confefs himfelf weak 
enough to fufFer pain from fo empty a caufe 
as that of JEALOUSY. Again, it were per- 
haps too hard even for the gentleft philan- 
tlu-opift not to feel fome little pleafure when 
he fees the suspicious fellow over-reached, 
while few h^^s aro callous to the torment 

produced 
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Jproduced by jealousy in a feeling tem- 
per ; and Metaftafio fays welly that 

Chi ciecamente crede > 
Impegna a ferbar fcde ; 
Chi fempre inganni afpctta^ 
AUctta ad ingannar. 






He vho blindly tr«ftt will Hnd 
Faith from every generous mind \ 
lie who (till expels deceit^ 
Qoly teaches how to cheat. 
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SWEARING, CURSING, PROFANE OATHS IN 

DISCOURSE, 



FORM a horrible and hateful fynony my; 
yet although this unaccountable dn^ this fm 
without temptation, fince no appetite is gra- 
tified, or hope enlarged by it» obtains ia 

every 
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every Chriftian country, although uncoiw 
ne^ed with power, pleafure and riches, the 
three grand feducers of mankind, we may 
fafely affert, that ours is leaft infeded with 
it of any country I have travelled through ;. 
in each and all of which fuch profane 
phrafes, whether oaths or not I cannot 
fay, are fo exceedingly frequent, that one's 
heart hardens into a difregard of them at 
lad. Words fo ftrange and fhocking are they 
too, that our verieft blackguards would fhud« 
der at them ; and I once faw an old rafcd 
fland in the pillory at Charing Crois, with a 
label, on which was written Bhfpbemy^ over 
his head, for having ufed an expreflion &* 
miliar in the ftreets of Ns^les and of Rome 
as our Englifh G — d — in thole of Weft- 
minfler or Southwark. With this bitter 
mode of CURSING our ndghbours on every 
trivial offence, foreigners juftly reproach us ; 
while tbey terrify their hearers by calling the . 
mod fearful imprecations upon the blefle4. 

faints^ 
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faints, angels, deceafed martyrs, &c. for not 
protefting them from ill fortune, or for not 
procuring them fome good, of which thej 
fecm fo very little deferring. When I have 
reproved an Italian fervant for fuch Uaf- 
phemous folly, the anfwer has been com- 
monly. Oh, I am a Venetian, or I am a 
Neapolitan — ^we all do^fo ; and one fellow 
told mc this ftory for a truth v — ^That his 
friend, a poftillion from Naples, having two 
grave gentlemen in his chaife, Priefts I be- 
lieve^ they promifed to pay him double if 
he would not swear. The bargain was 
complied with, and fome miles were tra- 
velled, when they perceiving he could hard- 
ly fit his horfe, afked if he were ill :— 111 ! 
dear mafters! fays the man, to be fure I 
am; have you endeavoured to burft mc 
with pafiion, and do you afk what ails me ? 
Give me permiflion but for one round oath, 
and I (hall perhaps recover.— They gave 
leave laughingly. 

And 
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And now J cries the fellow, may every 
bleffed foul (ince Ad^m^s time, my own 
father^s in particular, be plucked from Hea« 
ven, and plunged in everlalling torments ! 
The journey w^ then continued. 

Meantime it appears, that folemnity of 
afleveration goes faft out of fafhion upon 
the continent Juftinian, who inflituted the 
famous code, inftituted likewife the cuflom 
of SWEARING on the Evangelifts ; and faid 
on that memorable occafion, that when, that 
pradlice fhould be changed or flighted, con« 
fufion would enfue in the Chriflian world* 
France has got rid of the cuftom, and con* 
fufion does feem to come forward with hafty 
ftrides. 



syco- 
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SYCOPHANT, PARASITE, INFORBIEIL 



W E are always tolcl> and truly I fup* 
poie, that the firft 6f thefe words was ori- 
ginally a name beftowed on a government 
ftmner at Athens, where the duty on figs 
t>dng eafily eluded tempted rafcaDy in- 
formers to make a merit and a profit of 
tfieir ^icoTeries; the word sycophant 
being derived firom two Greek words indi*» 
eating a perfon who laid an information 
againft his ndghbour for exporting figs, in 
m time of fcarcity, contrary to law. — The 
Romans however, firom whom we had it^ 
uied it our way, as fynonymous to flatterer 
and PARASITE, I think. The modem Ita« 
fians call ftich a fellow CavalUr del DaUc 
humoroufly enough; and Martial feemed 
to know how thofe fellows lived in his day, 
as exadly as Do^or Goldimith defcribed 
7 them 
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them fifteen or twenty years ago. I re- 
member, however, when they were much 
more frequent and common in our country 
than at prefcnt, and known at every great 
Englifh table by the ftyle and title of LcJ 
Captain. General independence, and a 
broader ftate of equality, make fuch crea<i» 
tures grown rare in a commercial nation^ 
except in diftrids remote from the caj^tal j 
and it will ihottly be confidered perhaps as the 
province of antiquarians to explain the d€ii* 
vation of this laft term, though it lies no deep- 
er than this : — At the clofe of Queen Anne's 
wars, our armies were difbanded, and the 
officers turned loofe upon the world, where 
fome fattened on their own, fome on their 
neighbour's families, and every man of 
large property had a captain who lived with 
him in a ftate of convenient friendfliip — * 
to be taken or left at pleafure of the mafter, 

Kke his kd^hoff€\ and thence came the 
phrafe, 

SYMBOL, 
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SYMBOL, TVPE, emblem, FIGURE, SIGNi 
IMl^RESE, DEVICE, &c 



T H E firft of thefe words fecms beft 
adapted to converfations upon ancient lite* 
iature« We fay the Egyptian Hierogly- 
phics were symbols^ fometimeft of the 
things they meant to bring before our 
minds, fometimes of thofe things* virtues or 
attributes — ^becoming by this means both 
pi£ture and character ; the firft exoteric, for 
all to underftand ; the fecond efoteric, in- 
tended for the ufe of fcholars only. Types 
are feemingly more fhadowy than sym- 
bols are, on one fide — yet lefs fo on the 
other. The brazen ferpent was a type of 
our Saviour's crucifixion, and of its imme- 
diate benefit to thofe who look up to it 
with faith, wounded by the fiery fexpent, 
but wounded in vain. — ^The facrifice of a 
5 lamib 
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lamb without blemifti Was typical iii like 
manner of our redemption by the blood of 
Jefus ; and perhaps it may one day be 
found— for types are no types till what 
they prefigure is embodied by time — that. 
Chrift's injundions to prevent his apoflles 
ftruggling for the higheft places at a feaft^ 
meant to contain a typical fliadowing 
out of what is now realizing among the 
churches they founded, where 'tis methinks 
fomewhat loudly faid fo the once haughty 
Romanifts, — Give this man place ; — and they 
do aOiually and literally begin witbjbame to 
take the lower room. Of emblems facred 
and profane there is no end ; every prayer- 
book exhibits the ox, the eagle, the man, 
and the lion, as attendants on the four 
tvangelifts ; nor does even a fign-painter 
or a Koufe-painter in London negleft, when 
he fets up Saint Luke at hi; door, to place 
the ox\s head at his right hand — although 
he may not be aware perhaps, that thefe 
VOL. II. U animals 
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animals were originally the old embleU^ 
by which were diflinguifhed the four prin-» 
cipal tribes among the Jews ; Judah, Reu-» 
ben, Ephraim, and Dan* Thefe fame 
beads, befide, we may obferve drawing the 
myftic chariot feen in vifion by Ezekiely 
chapr i. ver. i o ; and Chriftians adopted 
them, doubtlefs, becaufe the (amt creatures 
Were exhibited in the Ifle of Patmos to 
Saint John, as be tells us — ^Vid. Apoca- 
lypfe, chap. iv. ver. 7. Tlie republic of 
Venice ftill venerates the winged lion as an 
SMBLEM of San Marco, but it was from 
Doftor Johnfon that I learned the follow- 
ing verfes upon the fubj€(!l ; he faid they 
were very ancient, and very imperfedl — 
but bid me write them thus : 

Hie Matthcus agens homincm gcneraliter implet y 
Marcus in alta f remit, vox per deferta leonis ; 
Jura facerdotis, Lucas tenet ore juvcnci, 
'Move volans aquila vcrbo petit aftra Johannoj. 



lit 
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« 

In thefe latter days the tafte for em- 
bLEMS and emblematical devices, which 
are all of oriental original, is fallen int0 
decay from the mere propagation of literal 
ture, as beacons are ufelefs in a broad noon-* 
day fun : the laft I recoUedl was when the 
famous witty Lord Chefterfield was fent 
ambaflador to fome foreign court, I forget 
which; — The nobletiian Envoyi de Louis 
^in%e at the fame place, being called upon 
for a healthy drank that of his mailer under 
the EMBLEM of the fun — taken by his pre- 
deceflbr — (The fcene of our ftory is laid at a 
public feaft) — when the Ruffian (landing up 
begged leave to toaft his emprefs under the 
EMBLEM of a rifing inoon. Next came Great 
Britain iii turti ; and it was then Lord Chef^ 
terfield, though unaccuflomed to fuch jbs- 
VICES, (hewed his promptnefs of invention, 
by faying readily,' 111 give you, gentlemen, at 
my king's EMBLEii, then, Jo/bua the leader 

Ua of 
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of Heaven s cbqfen hqfl^atwbofe command the 
fun atid moon^qppid in the midji of their career. 
How ingenious that reply was, and how 
a-propoSy time has fliown ; it has fhewn 
too, how upon the very Place de Caroufel, 
fo named from the caroufals and pageants 
made by Lewis the Fourteenth in honour of 
his then favourite miftrefs Mademoifelle de 
la Valiere, his haplefs fuccefibr was hooted, 
infuHed, cannonaded, purfued to death, 
and fufiered though innocent, to convince 
mankind that the hand of the Lord is not 
ihortened, as fays the Scripture, How little 
does the prefent day of perturbation and dif- 
trefs, confuiion and perplexity, in Paris, 
refemble thofe moments of triumph, when 
her proud monarch, after mortifying the 
Pope, and maflacring the puritans, fat on 
his triumphal car, with his new imprese 
the fun glowing at the back on't ; and, dif- 
mifling the old Bourbon legenda, Orbi bonus ^ 

took 
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took that which ofFended all Europe to rc« 
peat, viz. Necpluribus impar ; and on which 
Benferade made thefe verfes : 

yV His Majefty of France reprefenting the Sun. 

Je doute qu'on le prenne avec vous fur le ton 

De Daphne ni de Phaeton, 
Lui trop ambitieux, elle trop inhumaine ; 
II n'cft point la de pi^ge ou vous puifliez donner 

Le moyen de s'imaginer 
Qu*une femme vous fuit, ou qu'un homme vous 
mene ! 



Nor Phaeton's raflinefs, nor Daphne's cold pride. 
Will dare in the train of this pageant to follow. 

Since what hero would venture your chariot to guide. 
What female would fly from our modem Apollo ? 

And fo certain is it that all thefe gaieties 
had for their objed the diverfion of La 
Valiere, and the quieting her confcience to 
a temporary repofe, that Prior, who was 
witnefs to fome of them, records in his So- 
lomon many gaudy amufements given by 

U 3 that 
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that caftcm monarch to Abra, moft of which 
^ere copies from what he had himfelf wi^; 
neffed of the French IdngV gallai^tries and 
glories, when he fays 

I court hem^rious in each fhape and drefsj 
That luxury can form^ or tafte cj^prefs. 

With regard to the other two words 6f 
our fynonymy^ 'SIGNS and figures, motl 

oriental writings, and in particular the Holy 

» 

Scriptures, are found full of them. The 
woma^i in the Revelations, who fits upon ^ 
fcarlet-coloured beaft, is exprefsly faid to be 
that great city which reigneth over the 
kings of the earth — a difcrimination that 
could agree only with Rome at that period, 
chap, xvii, verfe i8. This is a figure j 
fo was the Roman eagle in vifion to Efdras, 
book II. chap. xi. and xii, where the re- 
public — with the voice proceeding from her 
bedy not her bead — the empire under the 
twelve Cxfars, and the papacy with -triple 

crown. 
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^rown, are clearly figured out and ex- 
plained. But the rainbow in Gcnefis is a 
6IGN promifed by God as an everlafting 
TOKEN that he will no more drown the 
world ; but that, whilft earth remains, feed- 
time and harveft, and cold and heat, fum- 
mcr and winter, and day and night fliall 
not ceafe. Vid* Genefis, chap. viii. verfc 
«2 ; and chap. ix. verfe 15. In confcqucncc 
of this, when Jefus's difciples (Matt, xxiv.) 
defire to know what fliall be the sign of 
his return, and of this world's final deftina- 
tion — our Lord confirms the faying of the 
Old Teftament, and adds — (although he tellg 
them how the fim fliall be darkened, and 
the moon fliall not give her light, with 
other dreadful occurrences) — that as the 
days of Noe were, fo fliall the coming of 
the Son of Man be ; for as in the time of 
Noe they were eating and drinking, marry- 
ing and giving in marriage, till the Flood 
came and took them all away, fo fliall it be 

U 4 that 
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that our Saviour's fecond coming will equal- 
ly furprifc and take men unawares. Now 
one would fuppofe that utterly impojlibl?, 
were fuch truly unequivocal siGi^^s as theie 
literally to precede his approach ; the worflTs 
end mud then be apparent to the moft flu- 
pid of mortals, and believed by the mod 
incredulous: but {hould thefe tokens be 
pi6URATiV£and emblematical, (hould 
thofe empires and monarchies who take the 
Jim and moon fox their emblems be dark- 
ened, and dlmiqifl^ed, and tvarned into 
blood: fhould Mr. Fleming's manner of ex- 
plaining the judgments upon France be 
found a$ ingenious as his calculations have 
hitherto appeared to bp accv^'ate ; the pow- 
ers from Heaven niay indeed b^ Jhaken^ 
and all the signs promifed by our Saviour 
himfelf, his prsecurfors and his followers, 
may come upon the earth, and yet his ar- 
rival be no lefs fudden and unprepared for 
— like a thiief in the night — wliile fummer 

and 
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and winter, feed-time and harveft, may yet 
continue their uninterrupted courfe ; which 
could never be, methiqks, were the third 
part of the fun to be literally fmitten, fo 
that the day (hine not. But thus have signs 
and FIGURES been always miftakeq ; while 
^ach predidt^d event has failed not to ar- 
rive, yet each efcaping notice at the mo- 
ment of its arrival ; for was it not thus 
with the Jews upon Mefliah's firft ap- 
pears^nce in the flefh ? — Every fcripture was 
exadlly fulfilled, hut they perceived it not — 
So will it be again — for Heaven and Earth 
will at length pafs away ; but one tittle of 
th^ ]^OQ\i we l^^^now will neveir pais away. 



TALE| 
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TALE, STORY, NOVEL, ROMANCE, 



ARE not fynonymous, though very 
\j allied. A tale of late in common con- 
Ttrfation feems to imply a fhort narrative, 
df* which the texture is flight, but the ap- 
plkatibli neatly fitted, and the whole fhould 

r 

Jjfo -be related in eafy verfe ; *tis fupcrflyoui 
to add that the adlors fhould not be of the 
higheft or upper ranks of life— lefs ftill of 
heroic or fabulous race. Prior has written 
fome admirable ones, but none which exhi-, 
bit a teach of mind, and knowledge of 
manners, fuch as Mr. Pope difplays, when^ 
to relieve his readers from a rhyming fer^ 
mon pa the ufe of riches, he fays, 

But you are tir'd, I'll tell a tale. — Agreed. 

He does then proceed to tell the moft ex- 
ccllcntj^ the moft captivating tQ p^e of aU 

TALES } 
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TALES ; and often have I regretted that Hos 
• garth did not live to make a feries of prints 
from it, as I well remember my father prp» 
pofing to him, and his agreeing, upon my 
Repeating the verfes, which he had never 
}ieard till then, but admired the moment l)t 
0id hear. 

A mere story is in familiar acceptation 
l^ilways underftood, I (hink, to be told in profe. 
Its merit is firft a happy choice, plenitude 
of incident without confufion, and of adven- 
ture without grofs improbability, becaufe 
pf the old precept incredulus odi. Among 
the crowds of stories related for our dai* 
]y amufement, I know none which pofle^ 
fes thefe. peculiar charms in equal degree 
with the fir(l volume of Mifs Lee's Recefs* 
For whether it be, as Dodlor Johnfon faid, 
that our minds comprehend few of life's 
poffibilities, or whether it be that life itfelf 
affords little variety, every one who has 
tried can tell how much labour it will cofl: 

to 



200 BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

to form a combination of circumftances, or 
STORY, fo as to have at once all the graces 
rf novelty and credibility, and delight fan- 
cy without immediate violence to reafon. 
The old ROMANCES fhocked belief much 
lc6 when they were firft written than they 
do now, when daily manners militate 
againft every page ; but chivalry was once 
£ifhionabIe enough to make their vrildeft 
exploits only juft improbable among plain 
people* as the Recefs is at this moment ;— - 
while, as Sir Philip Sydney exprefles it, 
•* Man*s high-ere£ked thoughts were then 
feated in a heart of courtefy,'* and the heJ- 
met was hung out at the hall-door, as an en- 
lign of hofpitality ; while every knight was 
fure of a reception, every fair lady certain of 
. defence ; when P amour de DUu et des Dames 
was the modifh fludy, interrupted perhaps 
by Perceforeft, or books of a like tendency, 
among noble readers — till induftry and 
commerce coming forward, ran their level- 
? ling 
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ling plough over the high-raifed ranks of 
fociety, and made even that delightful, 
that exquifite novel The Female Quixote, 
almoft obfolete* The mvellift indeed, who 
copies after manners merely, as Burney, 
Fielding, Smollet, and a long etcxtera^ 
muft content their love of fame with a lU* 
mited exiftence, and muft be fatisfied with 
old age — not expeding immortality — like 
portraits drefted according to the^fafhioa 
of the day, where the refemblance is 
ftrengthened by it at firft ; but fades away 
gradually with change of times and cuf^ 
toms, till to that very drcfs the pidurc 
owes its ruin. . Richardfon, Roufleau, and 
Sterne meantime, to whofe powers of 
piercing, or foothing, or tearing the human 
heart, all imitation of numners becomes 
fecondary — even adventure and combina^ 
tion of STORY fuperfluous — will continue 
to be wondered and wept over while lan- 
guage lives to record the names of Clarifla, 

JuUe, 
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Julie, and Le Fevre. So laft, and fo will 
i^Tcr laft the Piet^ of Ahnibal Caracci, th^ 
Sigifmunda di Furinb, and Guide's Teiider 
Mother watching her expiring infant at 
l^Iogna^ Another clafs there is of writers 
who delight not in difrobed meaning, fd 
wrap it in a fidion. We call thefe morale 
or political, or mythological romances | 
tnd bere^ after the great names of Feneloa 
and Johnfon, who puArhafed juft praife by 
his Prince of Abyffinia, as the Biihop by 
Ids Telemaque, come in Sir Charles Ram- 
fey, and the learned Cornelia Knight. His 
travels of Cyrus, and her Marcus Flaminius^ 
mre books which all who read admire ; and 
all who negledl to read, iofe much inllrue*^ 
tioa and delight. 



TASTK, 
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1*ASTE, INTELLECTUAL RELISH, NICE PER- 
CEPTION OF EXCELLENCE, FINE DISCERN- 
MENT. 



THE firft is the true word ^ wliich in i 
fcreath exprefles what all the reft, although 
fjrnonymous, defcribe by circumlocution. — 
The firft is the word profaned by fo many 
coxcombs, who repeating opinions from men 
wifcr than themfelves, profefs a taste for* 
what they do not even underftand — poetry, 
painting, or the beauties of nature, which 'tis 
the peculiar province of poets and painters to 
defcribe. Italians have, however, little need 
of counfel here : they never, I think, pretend 
to have a taste for any thing they do not 
fmcetely delight in, and have no notion of 
yaluing themfelves on their nice percep- 
tions of Rafaelle*s excellence, or Petrarch's 
fonnets ; and they wonder rationally enough 
how Englifhmen become endowed with 
7 . fuch 
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fuch fine discernment of mattets which 
depend exceedingly upon habits of life^ on 
cuftoms peculiar to every country : they do 
not think it ncceflary to admire Pope or 
Shakefpeare as a proof of their taste, and 
they are in the right. Pope gives them no 
real pleafure as a pott \ and they think truly 
enough, that, as a moralift, Seneca gives 
better precepts. Shakefpeare is intelligible 
to them only in the parts they like leaft. A 
man with bad eyes looking at a picture of 
Rembrandt, is on the footing of a foreigner 
reading our hiftorical plays — Whatever is 
brightly illuminated, fays he, feems coarfe, 
and the reft I cannot difcern. A Britifh 
reader, w^ere he equally honeft, would con- 
fefs that Dante he does not underftand, and 
that Petrarch gives back to his mind no 
image of his own, but one as romantic and 
grotefque as that of Amadis de Gaul ; where 
the love is no more unnatural (as he would 
call it), and the adventures more diverting. 

A Tufcan 
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A Tufcan meantime is entertained by the 
one, and enchanted by the other, only be« 
caufe he underflands and feels both, as we 
underftand the Dunciad and feel the invo- 
cation-rOh for a mufe of fire ! &c, even 
into our very bones. 

Confult the genius of ^t place in all. 

'Tis folly to fix any other criterion of true 
TASTE } for although many people from 
many places may agree in praife of one 
poet, one painter, one ftyle in mufic, drefs, 
or gardening — 'tis ftill fome accident direA» 
the congrefs, becaufe, on a ftrid: fcnitiny, 
you will find all their opinions inftinftively 
dififerent. National charad;er admits modi- 
fication doubtlefs, yet is it never altered 
fundamentally; you fee the indelible im- 
preflion made by the hand of nature at the 
beginning fcarce ever totally effaced. Laws 
may unite kingdoms in one commop in-> 
tereft, 

But minds will ftill look back to their own choice; 

VOL. It. X nor 



^ii BMTISH SYSONTilY. 

scr ccn airenddcus cLrcumiiances deHrcT 
the jersi or dlrcnence. This geim b moft 
viiihlc in taste . I thinjL. A Scot cr French- 



man will no mere think like the Engliihman 
wiAin thirtv miles cf whom he was bom 
and bred, than will the lalt of one plant be 
miftaken for that of another growing clofe 
to it, even after they have both been tor- 
tured into various forms and fhapes by the 
operations of chymiftry. 



Even from t'.e tomb the voice of nature cries. 
Even in cur z&lc^ lire dieir wonted Cres. 



The r.iitlve c:' a warm climate delights to 
Li:er in a vjft but trim garden, where a 
fu!I but ci:::'.e river cities fiowlv down a 

-^.v;: ::: t.ie i:.::s::u, j^mcfw without appear- 
i::; :.^ c!.:urb I: ; v. hile iuch a tranquil Icene 
ioc:-> ::- ;::^N:nJci ^i:u rles cf reaibn, and 

mCUJ;>S Jk d .^^..^i^^ ..-^^^^j /*-lr^iii» o'l 



reltlcfs 
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rfeftlefs thoughts from the confideration of 
Time's eternal flux — and the fweet verfe 



Lnibitur ef labetur in omne volubilis nsvurri 

is the only poetry capable of deepening the 
impreiTion of fuch a landfcape. 

Meantime Mr. Gilpin -would foon tell us, 
and truly too, that the chara£teriftic beauty 
of a waterfall is not its gloffy fmoothnefs : — 
" rfo ; a rapid ftream broken by rocks," fays 
he, " and forcing its way through them with 
impetuous and ill reftrained fury, is the inter- 
efting feature in a fcene removed from mor- 
tal tread. A cafcade like that defcribed but 
now, has no merit at all ; the lake would 
be better without it, and every painter would 
be of my opinion," He would no doubt, 
Mr. Gilpin ; but the inhabitant of that warmi 
climate I w^as mentioning, did not retire 
(licrc with an intent to paivt the view, but 
to c7ijoy it. Dcfcriptions vary according to 

X 2 the 
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the defcribeA turn of mind j whilft each 
arraigns the taste of him who fpoke laft 
upon the fubjeft, though perhaps all are 
right. 



TENDENCY, COURSE, DRIFT, 



ARE not fynonymous ; the derivation of 
each explains its immediate and peculiar 
meaning; A bowl has tendency to fuch 
a point, but the fhip keeps her fleady^ 
COURSE we fay to the weft ward, while 
the (harp winds fend the fnows in large 
drifts about the months of December or 
January, fo as to frighten thofe who arc 
obliged to pafs the mountains at that incle- 
ment fcafon. In a figurative fenfe alfo, the 
literal meaning is always followed, or ought 
to be. 

A candid critic would perhaps exprefi 

himfelf 
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himfelf thus, in fpeaking about the Fable of 
the Bees : ^^ One cannot too much applaud 
the writing of thefc volumes, but the ten- 
dency is blame-worthy,becaufe the course 
of every argument is Intended, if poffible, to 
Adduce fomc proofs of a pofition evil in it- 
felf^ and terrifying in its confequences. I 
ihould have hoped, however, that this was 
not the author^s original intention^ but nu* 
jther an accidental drift — had not hia 
other works confirmed the belief of his be- 
ing made by too much fubtlety a dupie to 
Arguments, which, had they arifen prima- 
rily from others, he perhaps would have 
Admira.bly refuted ; but 

To obfervations which ourfelves we make 
Wc grow too partia Wfor the obi^ex^s falpe. 



X 3 THICK, 
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THICK, HAZY, MISTY, CLOUDY, 



ARE adjedives applicable to weather 
chiefly. — for thick, if fpeaking of a folid 
body, means denfe. They are words very 

feldom ufed in a figurative fenfe, although 

■ ' • . 

wc do fay fuch a one is qf a CLoijpY tem- 
per, and if *twere added now and then, that 
he is of a foggy one, I fee riot much amifs 
in the expreflion ; it would be defcriptiv^ 
enough of thofc minds where the gloom is 
Icfs natural than cafual, proceeding from 
heavy vapours and too long ftagnation. 

With regard to ftate of the air, the firft 
word fccins peculiarly adapted to that cali- 
giiious atmofphcre which fills London to-7 
wards the loth of November, when our 
lungs arc notorioufly impeded from free 
exertion, when the whole body in fhort is 
fo generally affeded, that the mind is fup^ 

pofed 
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pofcd to fympathize with her companion ; 
and fome people imaguie it utterly iiApofTi- 
ble to enjoy even a bright thought in a 
MISTY day. Here, however, they are I 
hopemiftaken; for the mental Mis'T will 
clear by effort, whilft a HAZYnefs in tiie 
atniofphere is almoft furc to continue as 
long as the wind fits in that particular cor- 
ner w^hich caufed it. Seamen remark that 
the tide has fome efTciSt on thefe phamo-^ 
mena ; but I am inclined to think it rather 

marks the moment, than produces the cffe\ft* 
Meanwhile our foreign friends from Italy 
and Spain have difgufts of Englifh weather, 
half ridiculous to us, though ferious enough 
to them. That it lent back Julius Cxfar 
from our coaft I half believe ; certain it is, 
that Eutropius mentions it with energy well* 
\yorthy a modern Italian — 

»Sul)jecl to cv'cry ftycy influence, 



as Shake fpcire fays. 



X 4 TITLES, 
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TITLES, DISTINCTIONS, ORDERS, 



If fuch magnific Ititles yet remain 
Not merely titular^ 

S AY S Milton^ though a (launch repub- 
lican, thinldng 'tis plain that there's a hie* 
rarchy in heaven. Meantime the three 
words on the lift are not fynonymousi for 
TITLES and ORDERS are alike DiSTiNC- 
TiONS, intended to ftimulate men to ho* 
nourable exertions ; nor can plain fenfe ap- 
plaud the projedt for annihilating them. 

Learning and arms have ever been the 
fources of honour, as commerce has of late 
profcfled to create riches even in a barren" 
foil. A wife ftate will encourage thefe to 
mutual friendlhip, by (hewing each their de- 
pendence on the other, till 



True felf We and fecial are the fame. 



"Tis 
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'Tis for the benefit of trade and labour 
that arms are painted, liveries are made, that 
robes are woven, and coronets are fet. Thoie 
in our happy country, which 

To all ranks fpreads forth ambition's field, 

that toil to weave the ribbon of an .order, 
know that 'tis poflible their fons may wear 
it. How very fenfelefs then were it to hope, 
that fuch men in fuch a kingdom ever fhould 
be led fo to betray the fuccours of reafon, 
as like the unenlightened populace of France, 
they would ever defire and effeft the deilruc* 

tion of DISTINCTIONS, ORDERS, TITLES! 

In art, in nature, never was body found with- 
out a head, a pyramid without a point. 
'Tis not from partiality to oflScers that they 
are dreffed in uniform, or that they are call-f 
ed lieutenant, captain, general. Yet in thefe 
laft fourteen or fifteen months we have beea 
told, as if for news, that titles are tran- 
fient things, and that men fhould defpife 

them. 
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them. Tranfient they arc, but dcipicablc 
not ; becaufe they are both ufeful and ne- 
ceffary : and he is the baby who looks with 
icnvy on the crown and ball, feeking to break 
it, and find out what is within. 

When Fifcher was playing on the haut- 
hoi* at Vauxhall five-aad-twenty years ago, 
a clown near where our party ftood to Uften, 
cried out fuddenly, ** What a wonder the 
folk do make about that little thing there I 
why, I could knock it all in bits with my 

ft 

oak flick.'* 

Thus, or in no more enlightened manner 
peitainly, prates againft fubordlnation a fclf- 
crcatcd politician of our day ; who, incapa- 
ble of obtaining distikctiox among the 
Tutiks^ of fociety, foi:u;ht like tlic clowa to 
lf't\2il' ihcin all 'ill pijccs^ and Jq cUftroy tliat 
li:irm'..!i7 lie had not fklll to comprehend, 
'i'tioio who can procure aitcntion bit-t iVom 
r.i:lc!iL r, arj fui-cly !lkc ciio'jrii to feck it 
t'ijj;..:, "j'ct ir.;:ny at tl-Js jnonicnt mufl:, 1 

tliinkj 
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think, be looking round them with feme 
jdegrec of horror and furprife at their own 
power of difturbing the tranquillity of nar 
tions, when like Sin herfelf, defcrlbed by 
Milton as feeling fomcwhatof a fimilarfen^ 
fation, 

■ S/:e opcficl^ but to Jbtit 

Exceird her pow'r : the gates wide open ftood^ 
While jto their eyes in fuclden view appcar'd 
Tlie fccrets of tlic liOary docp : a c!a:k 
lUiiiilti'ihle ocean j 'whk:iifi b:und, 
Wiihciit dintcfTpofij nvhere Uiigihyhreadth^ and height m 
And ihne and place, are lojl. 



TOLERANCE, TOLERATION, 



A DANGEROUS fynonymy to touch 
upon, but which will be perfedly under- 
ftood by foreigners of the Romifli church, 
when I acknowledge their kind and friendly 
TOLKRAKCE whilll I Uved among them; 

who 
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who had fo Kttle idea of toi^eration to* 
. wards my religious opinions, that even 
conformity to the rites of their eflabliihed 
church would not, after twenty years refi- 
dence in their country, have procured my 

corpfe burial in any confecrated ground, 

» 

without z formal abjuration of here fy. Such 
I blefs God is not our difpofition towards 
tbcnij while we haflen daily to foften the 
rigour of thofe laws, the fevcrity of which 
was at firft fuggefted. Heaven knows by 
fear, not by refentment ; a paflioii brother 
Martin's honeft heart retains not, and who 
fhall dfirc to confound laxity of principles with 
Chriftian benevolence? Gallic contempt of 
their Redeemer's miflion, with Britifh tender,* 
nefs to all who acknowledge and adore him ? 
But ^ great writer, who figns dissenter at 
Xpp end of ^n addrefs to thofe members who 
oppofed the repeal of the Teft Aft, refufes 
to acknowledge toleration as a favour 
from the Anglican phprph, and loudly de- 
2 <:{ares 
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clares they claim it as a debt ; nay, gives a 
hint that 'tis they that tolbratb us, and 
not we who tolerate them; while re« 
proachmg our church with her uneafy fitu- 
ation, prefTed, as this author truly fays, be- 
tween the open invafions of Romanifts on 
the one hand, and the imdermining fubtle** 
ties of Separatiils on the other, he boldly 
predicts its fpeedy fall, and views with far- 
caftic fneef its prefent (late — a ftate in which, 
however, I fee no other danger than that 
which threatens every religious eftablifh- 
ment. . The lail earthquakes alone will pro* 
cure the complete overthrow of our large 
majeftic venerable oak, which now lays 
bare to view its ill-deferved injuries in many 
a blafted branch; though dill affording 
flielter and confolation even to enemies feek* 
ing repofe and refuge in his fhade ; pride^ 
profit, and delight to thofe who mark his 
yet undecaying vigour : — and what if nox- 
ious infects nourifhed by his juices do make 

their 
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their fpongy nidufes upon Lis leaves ? ga* 
ther riot the village boys and girls thefe oak- 
apples to be gilt as trophies, and, wearing 
{hem upon the facred day it faved the fove- 
feign— convert their enmity to ornament? 
Yes ! the difientcrs are ftill afttentive to dif- 
fcnf.on ; they cannot be accufed of relaxing 
from the old Oliverian principks, however 
their own writers confefs their pfaftice as' 

puritans may be obfcrved to degenerate. Ever 
ready to lend their aid againft the church 
of England, fee them as v^heh in former 
days they fought alliance with that of Rome 
in order to hafteil our partial deftrudion ; 
fee them now blowh^.g forward the cloud of 
confunon that hopes to cnvrrap the whole 
calhoUc world '.x once. Oh bitter have for 
ever been their ,droppiii^s ! and fatally per- 
nicious would thcv be to the old oak T did 
not his roots run dov>-nward and take pof- 
fcirion at the centre : — had tliey been fuper- 
ficial only, ruin mirht fiill cnfue. 

TRtfTII^ 
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TRUTH AND VERACITY. 



THESE lovely, thefe valuable fubftart* 
tives are not fynonymous — at leaft in com- 
mon chat. We call him a man of vera- 
city, on whofe word we may rely vehen 
he relates a fa£t, although his own fame 
and intereft be concerned in the relation : 
but when we hunt falfehood through all her 
doublings in order to detedt what flie is ftu- 
dious to difguife or conceal, the incftrmable 
prize when once obtained, is truth. To 
tell the TRUTH is our firftiimaxlm learned 
in childhood, never pradifed, however, ex- ' 
cept by the wife and brave. — Infancy can 
fcarcely be expevEled to have courage enough 
to hazard a punifhment rather than violate 
VERACITY ; and age has been too long in 
learning evalions, not to pradlife them at 
. 6 the 
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the clofe of life : from the young, and the 
mature in reafon, can alone be hoped atteU'^ 
tion to' fuch qualities ; from the laft men- 
tioned we have a right to cl^dm it, becaufe 
TRtfTH is that central point in a wife man s 
mind, from which beyond a "certain dif* 
tance he can never deviate — prcfofving a 
never varying centripetal force opcfating as 
a ftrong attradlioti, which holds him firm to 
principle and virtue. — Una refembles a pearl, 
lovelieft in a ftrong and open daylight, where 
all her nitld beauties fhew moft clearly. — 
DuefTa is happily reprefented by an opal ; 
prized for the variety and changeablenefs of 
her colours, while mutable elegance ftill 
contrives to fubftltute fome new charm for 
every one that enquiry chafes away. Such 
gems fhew beft by candle light. 

Truth meantime is fought with moft 
fuccefs by him who pradifes and loves VE- 
RACITY; and while fophiftical reafgners 

ftrivc 
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ftrive to difguife, to mutilate, or bury her j 
Beattie purfues, and flrlps, and brings her 
forth to view, . 



:^ 



TYRANNY and OPPRESSION* 



SUBSTANTIVES of ftrong affinity^ 
though not perhaps exaftly fynonymous. — ^ 
When Caligula wifhed the whole empire 
had but one neck, that he might have the 
pleafure of cutting.it off, he cxprefled a 
TYRANNY the moft diabolical. When one 
of our own kings, to extort money frofti a' 
wretched Jew, caufed him to have a tooth 
drawn every day till the fum was paid 
which he infifted on the man^s lending 
him, OPPRESSION was the true word for 
fuch proceeding ; and thefe qualities have at 
length been the entire ruin of focial life. 
Had princes not delighted to exert their 

VOL. II. Y power 
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power with tTranny and oppreflion, man*« 
kind would have remained contented with 
their original form of government, nor 
given to clement and peaceful fovereignt 
the caufe they now have to regret the ill 
condudt of their predeceflbrs, whilft autho- 
rity was refpeded, and royalty revered. 
No tyrants, however, no oppreflbrs have 
QUtigone the crimes committed by the new 
law-givers of France. The ptupU fouverain 
content not themfelves with wifliing their 
CQunfry's deftrudtion, and that of all others 
which way come within their grafp : — they 
actually do gut off the head of their own em- 
pire, and ftrike at thofe of their neighbours 
— they raaffacre innocent and confcieatious 
priefts in the very churches, on the very al- 
tars — to winch feventecn helplefs creatures^ 
clung, and, finging the 5 1 ft Pfalm — Mifc^ 
rere tuciy Dcus ! — were killed in cold blood, 
giving no provocation whatever. The 
pcuplt Jouvtratn ftrip the nobles only for be- 
ing; 
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ing fuch ; and make at length iUegal feizure 
df a privilege deemed ufurpation even in 
the Popedom : I mean the privilege of 
loofening all fubjeds from their natural 
bond of allegiance, which power they now 
endeayour to exercife (as if by fome ftrange 
judgment) againft the Pope himfclf— nay, 
nay ! they prefs the point ftill further, diC- 
folving the voluntary contrads made with 
Heaven, and, by fetting wide convent doors, 
openly claim authority no tyrant yet ever 
pretended to — even that of breaking the 
xko^ folemn oaths made by free agents 
when at years of difcretion — vows not 
made to man, nor in his power to abfolve ; 
while, tearing down the retreats of forrow 
and difappointment, they without mercy 
drive out Innocence to wander, with Igno- 
rance alone for her guide. That fuch. un« 
'commanded feclufion is evil for focicty, or 
that fuch contrads are in themfelves uit- 
plcafing to God, is no excufe for thefe im« 

Y a pieties 
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pieties— "infpired by rapacity, not zeal. Of 
the nuns in France and Italy, not a fiftieth 
part have read Saint Matthew's Gofpel— 
of the friars, perhaps a tenth part : — they 
are therefore, as the lady faid to Dodlor 
Moore, dien a plaindre. What then fhall 
we fay ? Why this — That when Heaven 
is weary with looking on the wickednefs 
of this world — where power concentrated 
too often concludes in tyranky., and 
power difiufed degenerates into the moft 
dreadful oppression — where meeknels 
fuffers infult, and harmlefs piety can find 
no refiige— the crifis muft furely be at 
hand ; for, as certainly as we know that the 
fafhiori of this terraqueous globe will pafs 
away^ fo furely do we know that it cannot 
furvive the feparation of its parts. Cohefion 
kept all firm, difTolution mufl follow when 
union is no more. Thus natural caufes will 
be found to co-operate with the grand 
fcheme : yet, whilfl every prophecy haflens 

to 
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to completion. Incredulity herfelf 'will con- 
tribute to prove that the laft days are com- 
ing, in which we are exprefsly told how 
fcofFers (hall appear prefumptuous, felf- 
willed, defpifers of government, being not 
afraid to fpeak evil of dignities, &o 2 Peter ^ 
chap« ii. 



VACANT, EMPTY, UNFILLED, VOID, 
THOUGHTLESS, 



ARE fynonymous certainly when applied 
to mental capacity: — in corporeal matters 
the laft word upon the lift can have no 
place, 'tis plain. A fentence might eafily be 
formed fo as to include them all without 
tautology, however. 

Ranelagh (fay we) was nearly empty 
laft night ; I never faw fo many feats and 
boxes VACANT. Indeed, if the town were 

Y3 not 
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not VOID of all other amufements in fum- 
iner, I think it would be oftener unfilled 
than it is. But thoughtless perfons, who 
cannot find entertainment in their own 
mindsi run in flocks to efcape refledion ; 
and fo the theatres and places of public 
diverfion are crowded with men and women 
falfely called gay, merely becaufe they 
haunt receptacles of people in fearch of 
gaiety j while true cheerfulnefs delights in 
exhilarating a fmall circle of friends with 
reciprocation of elegant and playful ideas. 



VALE, VALLEY, DALE, DINGLE, DELL. 



OF thefe nearly fynonymous fubftan- 
tives, the firfl upon the lift feems the firft 
in rank. We fay the vale of Evelham in 
England, the vale of Arno in Italy, the 
vale of Llwydd in Wales, vale Royal 

in 
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in CheOiire : the others imply fmaller ipactf ; 
— and I know not how to exprefs myfelf, 
but our ideas always connect fomethihg de- 
lightful to the (irft word, foifiething fublitoer 
to the fecond. 

The VALLEYS between Alpine heiffhts 
in Switzerland suid Savoy terrify the 
mind, whilft they relieve the eye; and 
ihow the contrafting power of thofe rockft, 
which, rearing up their heads ia ih^tp 
points — ^far, far above the clouds — are capa- 
ble of forming valleys, and do afiually 
form them, among the very pinnacles of 
the mountain — places where the foot can* 
not flip, but the fancy can. 

In another ftyle of fublimity,- pafling on 
from Arrachar, where the highlands (if 

Scotland take a new appearance, aUld tfafc 
wild fcenery roughens at every ftep^ the 
VALLEY of Glencroe exhibits a .theatre of 
horror to thofe who never wandered over 
the Apennines, which in many cafes it re- 

y 4 fembles 
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I 

fembles clofely — only that, inftead of wind- 
ing up pine-clad fummits, as in Italy, to an 

. incredible height, whence is heard the hea- 
vy roar of waters daihing through a bot- 
tom almoft viewlefs, we pace fadly by the 
fiUe of our Scotch river, and look up the 
denuded hills, produdive of blank forrow 
in the foul, more than of active fear : or if 

, terror 4oes obtrude itfelf, 'tis in a different 
ibape i whilft apprehenfion once let loofe 

. creates banditti, and refledls upon the hor- 

« 

-rid poffibility of outrages committed by fa- 
mifhed barbarity : for here is no help, no 
hope of a hum;in creature within call, 
where all is even chaotic wildnefs and fa- 
vage vacuity. How fublime is the fenfa- 
tion at this valley's end, when we read 
the motto left upon a ftone, Rejl^ and kc 
thankful I 

A DAL?, my foreign readers muft be 
told, is deep, but not extenfive: that be- 
tween Worcefterfhire and Shrewfbury,^ 

where 
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where the miners tear up their motlfer earth 
for profit, is beft worth the attention of 
Germans for the fcience' fake, of Italians 
for mere an^ufement; Colebrook dale is 
really a Tartarus in Tempe : the iron bridge 
there is a juft fource of admiration j the 
nightly fires, of a fentiment lefs pleafing 
than gloomy ; — artificial Stromboli as they 
are, wonderful imitations of Nature's dread 
volcanoes. Such a fight reminds me beft of 
Milton's fecond book, wherfe Mammon ac- 
tually projects fuch an improvement in 
Hell, which this place not ill refembles : and 
let it alfo be remembered, * 'twas the fame 
induftrious fpirit of money-getting pro- 
duced it here on earth. A dingle is in a 
pretty country juft what a dimple is in a 
pretty face j aDiNCLsis an unexpected 
little valley in a flat country. The moft 
perfed fpecimen of a dingle is at the feat 
pf Mr. Hawkins Brown in Shropfliire or 
8 . Stafford- 
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Stafibrdfhire, I forget* which. A dell is 
that DINGLE ornamented. Hawthorn dell 
near Edinburgh excels in thi» foft kind of 
beauty ; I have feen no fpot of fuch minute 
elegance, replete with fo many charms. 
Sweetneis and amoenity were never, fure, 
ib happily concentrated as in the tiny fpot 
called Hawthorn Dell, fit habitation for a 
Fairy Queen* 



VARIETY, DIVER8ITV, FLUCTUATION, 

CHANGE, MUTABILITY, 

VICISSITUDE. 



AMONG thefe words though analogy 
may be found, fynonymy can hardly be 
fought : the propriety depends upon the 
place in which they (land : we may there* 
fore, in order to bring them clofe together, 
obferve, how through the numberlefs vi- 

i:iSSlTUO£S 
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cxssiTUDBs in nature and in life^ there 
is yet lefs real chanob than fluctua- 
tion of events, leis true diversity per- 
haps than unremarked revolution. £ven 
in the toffings of that fea, whence the third 
fubftantive upon our lift is derived, I have 
thought there tras not fo much mutabi- 
lity as a light obferver would imagine. 
The fame waves probably for many yearft 
waih the fame coafts — The fhells they leave 
behind them exhibit no variety. Fifh 
of the fame kind haunt the faqpie ihoreSi 

and no flight of time brings turtle to the bay 
of Dublin, or falmon to Genoa ; — I meafi^ 
not in fu£Bcient quantity to diijprove this 
obfervation ; for now and then an extraor* 
dioary thing will happen, and flying*fi(heft 

from the Pacific Ocean are at this hour 
digging out of a mountain near Vcr<ma# 

. Pennant will tell us, that the iame fwaDow 

occupies the fame neft every year; and 

Dodor Johnfbn laid, that no poei could 
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invent a feries or combination of incidents 
the praecognita of which might not be 
found in Homer : and ihduld' we claim 
. an exception or two in favour of Shake- 
fpeare and Ariofto, thofe exceptions would 
only prove the rule. 

Herfchel informs us, that all nature^s 
works are rotatory : if then each ftar, how- 
ever firmly fixed, has in itfelf a motion 
round its own axis, thefolid contents of 
every fuch globe may be fuppofed to par- 
ticipate this fpirit of rotation. In our own 
we fee truth and error, land and fea fhift- 
ing their ftations with more vicissitude 
than adual change ; and while the natural 
fun rifes to one half of us mortals, while 
it fets to the others, we, difcern in like 
manner whole regions immerfed in dark- 
nefs at beginning, now brightly illumi- 
nated with Revelation's beam ; and the trafts 
of country firft irradiated, funk into' fad 
opacity. 

This 
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This feems indeed the evening of our 
Earth's natural day — 

t ■ 

Night fucceeds impervious night. 
What thofc dreadful glooms conceal. 
Fancy's glafs can ne'er reveal : 
When fhall Light the fcene improve ? 
When fliall Time the veil remove ? 
When fliall Truth my doubts difpcl ? 
Awful period ! who can tell ! 

Hawkesworth. 



VENAL, MERCENARY, CORRl-PT, 



ARE three adverbial adjedtives approach- ^ 
ing to fynonymy, and that nearer, as it 
ftiould feem/ in nature than in common 
ufe. An individual (fay we) niuftbe cor- 
rupt indeed, before he can become fo ve- 
nal as to hire or fell his perfon in a mer- 
cenary manner for the purpofes of ano- 
ther either in love or war ; confidering that 

money 
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money which pays faun as his fole reward ; 
and 'tis the fame with our pditical opinions^ 
which whofoever fells is juftly confidered as 
guilty of proftituting the mind j — while the 
wretches before mentioned fet to fale their 
corporeal powers, like flaves in the mar- 
kets of Cairo or Conftantinople, where hu- 
man creatures of both fexes are publicly 
purchafed for ufes of bufmefs or pleafure to 
the rich and fenfual Afiatics. 



J f^.^: 



VESTURE, CLOTHES, RAIMENT, 



ARE fynonymous in books, but not in 
converfation — whence the firft and laft are 
totally excluded^ unlefs the difcoiuie turns 
Upon very ferious fubjcdts indeed : for on 
fuch occafions we Anglicans quote the pri- 
mitive fathers of the Church, and fay. In 
vefit variitasjtt^fctfura nonju^ recollect- 
ing 
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mgthat although Chrifts vesture had no 
feam, yet was it notwithftanding of diyers 
colours'— for unity and uniformity are no 
fynonymcs with us, however Romanifb 
are difpofed to explain them. Meantime 
RAIMENT is an old-fafhioned word, and 
CLOTHES is the expreffion moft in common 
ufe* 



TO VEX, TO TORMENT, TO PLAGUE. 

TO HARASS, 



ARE fynonymous, or nearly fo in com* 
mon acceptation ; yet foreigners may eafily 
make miflakes : for we do not tell how the 
Cherokee Indians vex the prifoners they 

take in war, but how they torment 
them, till torpor fucceeds to anguifh, and 
wearinefs gets the better even of fmarting 
pain. The fame may almoft be praedicated 

3 of 
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of mental mifery : and when two people 
living together llrive to torment inftead 
of endeavouring to pleafe each other, that 
party has moll chance of fuccefs, which has 
moft fkill to find the vulnerable part of his 

■ 

companion's charad:er ; for there are blunt 
minds very difficult to vex, though capable 
enough of being harassed from mere 
fatigue ; and Dodor Goldfmith ufed to tell 
humoroufly of a man and his wife that 
had PLAGUED one another mutually for 
feveral years, till at length tlie hufband 
found out how he was more harassed 
and tired by the trouble of winning every 
battle, than the pertinacious lady was with 
refifting, although fhe never gained a vic- 
tory ; her fpirit and genius for torment- 
ing being keener, as it appears, whilfl her 
fenfibility to VEXATION was duller. 



VICTIM 



BRITISH SYNONYMt, 337 



Victim and sacrifice. 



T^ H E S E two nouns are Vety nearly 
ttUied, only that the fecond has other fig-* 
nifications iiot fyiionymous to the fitft — 
SACRIFICE being the adt o( facrificiilg as 
Well Is the creature facrificed, Othello iays^ 
when Defdemona (Wears (he is innotent^ 

Oh perjured ^brnah ! tkou do(t ftoiie mf hearty 
And mak'ft me call what I intend to dO| 
A murder, where I meant at sacrifice. 

The difierenct betwcfeh our two wotds 
will be feen by reading Johnfon's note Upon 
the pafTage, which he thus explains : Thou 

« 

haft hardened my heart) and makeft me kill 
thee with the rage of a murderer, when I 
. thought to have facrificed thee to juftice 
with the calmnefe of a prieft ftriking a vic« 
TIM; for fo in old pagaii days ftood the 

VOL. lu Z Agoncf^ 
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Agones^ certain fub-officers fo called, be- 
caufe, ftanding before the victim, they 
cried to the Pontifex Maximus who pre- 

. fided at the sacrifice, Agone ? Shall I to 
work? meaning — Shall I kill him now? 
The Frenchmen of our times, who hurry- 
back to heathenifm with hafty fteps, jpro- 
ceed in fomewhat like the fame manner in 
their mock trials, when the human vic- 
tim deftined to glut the rage of their new 
idol, falfely called Liberty, is brought fortli 
— and Agone ? fhall we to work ? is the 
cry ; — when they choofe the nobleft of the 
herd for sacrifice, but kill, as Othello 
fays, with ftony hearts, and more than 
murderous rage ; when proteftations of in- 

' nocence are confidered as excitements to 
fury ; and fuperiority of beauty, birth or 
talents but ferve to edge the knife for 
flaughter with more keennefs. Is this the 
nation that gave to mankind a Fenelon, a 
Bourdaloue, a Boileau ? that poet, who 

in 
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in his twentieth year, kindling with indig* 
nation at hearing of the death of King 
Charles the Firft, made the ftanza fo hap- 
pily quoted by Mr. Murphy in his notes 
upon Tacitus : 

r 

Quoi ! ce peuple aveugle en fon crime. 
Qui prenant fon Roi pour victime 

Fit du trone an theatre afireux, 
Penfe-t-il que le Cicl, complice 
lyun fi funefte sacrifice, • 

N'a pour lui nl foudre ni feux ? 

Armc toi, France ! prend la foudre, 

_ • 

C'eft ^ toi de reduire en poudre 

Ces fanglans ennemis des loix : 
Sui la Vidloire qui t'appell^, 
£t va fur ce peuple rebelle 

Venger la querelle des Rois. 

How eafily might a better poet than myfelf 
now turn thefc verfes againft them ! — But / 
cannot help exclaiming, 

Z 2 Can 



/ 
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Can impious France, thoKigh irantk grower^ 
Drag her pale victims from the throne 

While royal blood is fpilt I 
Tet think conniving Hearen will fpai« 
To hurl down thunder-bolts^ and (hare 

In fuch gigantic guilt? 

* 

Ko ; tardy-footed Vengeance (lalks 
Round her depopulated walks. 

And waits the dreadful hour 
When defp'rate Wretcbednefs (hall rave. 
And hot Contagion fill the grave. 

And Famine bid devour. 

Rife warriors, rife ! with hoftile fway 
Accelerate the deftin'd day, 

Revenge the royal caufe v 
Exerting well-united force, 
Tear thofe decrees that would divorce 

True liberty from laws. 



VIGILANT, 
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VIGILANT, WATCHFUL, CIRCUMSPECT. 



EQUALLY attentive to intereft as duty^ 
thefe adverbial adjedtivcs exprefs with a 
prodigious clofenefs in affinity how the 
mifer is circumspect, the faint is vioN 
LANT, and the foldier watchful. For 
though the two laft are fynonymous, (Iri^ly 
fpeaking ; and their derivation the fame, as 
to meaning; we fay truly enough, that 
the firft fits like a hare upon her form, 
looking round on every fide for fear of 4 fur* 
prife; the fecond, 

Ejres with tedious vlgili red, 

borrows from the night, hours of con- ^ 
verfmg with Heaven where no night is; 
and the third keeps himfclf ready to repel 
any fudden aflault, fearlcfs, but unfufpicious, 
yet well prepared againft attempts of cow- 
ardice or meannefs. The circumspect 
charafter tnifts wholly to his own quick and 

Z 3 compro- 
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comprehcnfive Cght ; the vigilant fpirit, 
deadening each feeling of fenfe by continual 
mortification, encourages none but 

Obedient flumbers that can wake and weep'; 

while the watchful guardian of his coun- 
try's happinefs defies attack, and defpifes con- 
iphacy : they will find him ever at his poft. 



TO VINDICATE, TO JUSTIFY, TO SUPPORT. 

TO MAINTAIN. 



THESE words are very near to fynony- 
mous when there is an opinion to be vin- 
dicated, an argument supported, a po- 
fition maintained, or a previous conver- 
fation upon the fubjedt justified. Yet if 
the difpute has been occafioned more, by 
words than things, I fhould find it difficult 
to JUSTIFY a man for supporting with 
unneccfTary flrength a courfe of reafoning 

nearly 
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nearly able to convince without extraneous 
force ; feeing that when a propofition is 
tenable, the beft way is to maintain it 
fteadily with fome concurrent teftimony, 
and not exhauft the powers of language, as 
Mr, Pope does, to prove felf-cvident truths : 
fuch as. Though mans afoolyyet God is wife : 
or this. That if your part is ajbqrt onty a£ting 
that part well confers much honour^ and the 
like; which he calls vindicating the 
ways of God to man. And Dodlor John- 
fon fays, that fo much does the melody of 
numbers delight the fancy, and fo certainly 
do the flowers of rhetoric adorn it, that the 
reader of Pope's Efltay on Man is made to 
believe he is hearing fomewhat new, nor can 
recoiled, under a difguife fo gay, the old 
familiar talk of his mother and his nurfe. 



Z 4 UN- 
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URREM£MB£R£D, FORGOTTEN. 



THESE words are fynonymous, or very 
nearly fb, in common chat, although meta« 
phyfically the firft feems tp have mpft to do 
with what Ariftotle calls rcminj/ccncCj or ^ 
power to remember ; the fecond, with that 
ty^lcGtj or want of obfervation, which ma]ce^ 
things little attended to eafily forgotten. 

To fpeak in plainer terms, a fai£t for in-t 
(lance, or a pailage in mufic, or an expreflion 
of a favourite author, although at this xnor 
ment by me ukremembered, may, by 
looking my mind over, be poflibly recoUcil? 
ed ; whilft other fads, paflages, or exprei^ 
fions, though equally true and plead ng, have, 
by not catching my attention, and feizing it 
as forcibly, flipt my memor}% as we fay ; an4 
are now totally, hopelefsly, and completely 
FORGOTTEN, fg as to defy all poffibility of 

evey* 
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ever calling them back ; for remembrance, 
depends almofl wholly upon obfervation, — 
Whatever interefts the mind very ftrong- 
ly is never effaced, unlefs by efforts much 
mor^ violent than any we can make towards 
reminifcence; — whatever does not intereft 
W8, we forget. 

EXAMPLE. 

Take an intelfigent old fhopkeeper from 
bis deflc in Cheapfide, and fhew him the 
tranfit of Mercury over the fun*s difk j if 
four years afterwards he has forgotten it, 
Ms no proof to me of his decaying memory, 
though he may make that the excufe : — he 
will remember his brother's bankruptcy, 
V^hich happened fix months before, with 
minute exaftnefs, recolledting particular cir- 
cumftances of the creditors' kindnefs or bru- 
tality, which his fons and daughters have 
forgotten: — but an aftronomical event did 
not intereft him ; fo he obferved it faintly, 
^nd the idea faded aw^y* 

Again; 
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Again: Let an Englifli lady prcfentcd at 
the coun of Peteriburgh find the Emprefs 
feized with a fudden fit of coughing at the 
moment (he took her hand to kifs, nothing 
would obliterate that accident from her me- 
movy — while the courtiers and maids in 
waiting would as furely forget itj for to 
them there would be nothing new or parti-* 
cularly interefting in hearing die Emprefs 
cough : they would obferve it weakly, con- 
found it with a like event of the fame na- 
ture to which they had been prefent twenty 
times, and leave it loofe in their minds, un- 
HEMEMBERED certainly, if not forgot- 
T£N. .Talking contributes much to reite- 
rate impreffions on the memory. Carthufian 
friars, and nuns of the poor Clare's order, 
are faid to remember little : their filence is 
one caufe, the flight intereft they take in 
what pafles, is another. Children delight 
in repeating every trifle to every body that 
will hear them j and when they have wearied 

all 
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all around them with repetition of the fame 
remark or tale, or whatfoever 'tis, we won* 
der at their ftrength of memory. Old men 
forget, becaufe they care not whether they 
remember or no, that which is pafling be- 
fore them : the prefent world interefts them 
not ; the events of paft times, which did in- 
tereft them, they fail not to recoUeft, and 

are mod happy to talk about — 

« 

Laudatores temporis afti 

Horace, 

Pcafants who labour very hard, and peo- 
ple with minds pre-occupied by care for fub- 
fiftence, haye little powers of recoUedion ; 
and Captain Cook met with fomc favages 
who took no notice at all of him, or of his 
fliip : had it paffed by when they were lefs 
bufily employed, it might not have been 
FORGOTTEN, buf they had no leifure to 
cultivate curiofity. 

Enough upon this fubjed, in a book 
8 written 
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written for the ufe of foreigners, among 
whom Italians In particular find nothing 
lets intereftiqg lo them than invefligation 
of their own mincl& 

A London mils, or Bath valetudinarian, 
doe$ not more feduloiifly deiire that all fuch 
ftiidies may be by them not only unr£- 

llfiMBEItED, but wholly FORGOTTEII. 



4f - II ■ ^- , -TT 



TO WAIT, TO EXPECT, TO STAY, 



ARH three verbs, which by their near 
affinity, tliougli not fynonymous, are a per- 
pctxuJ diilrefs to foreigners. Italians above 
ill! tVcl a propcnlity to ufc the fccond upon 
evcrv oce\;rion, perluips becaule it rcfcmblcs 
in iouTid their word ajpetta^ which means 
s?TAY ; for when one man fpeaks, and ano-. 
thcr wiihes to reply before the firft has 
fuu(lu\?^ he cries Ajpetta^ as we do stay, or 

W>IT 
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WAIT a little: but bidding a pcrfon ex- 
pect what I am about to urge, would be 
a ludicrous demand for unmerited refpe^ 
and fet the hearers laughing. Yet is thi( 
fecond verb a very neceflary ^nd a very 
common one. 

EXAMPLE. 

I EXPECT to STAY late this evening at 
the theatre, becaufe ladies are dilatory, and 
make a man wait till the crowd is gone^ 
before they will venture to move. — In this 
example no word can be changed for its ap* 

parent fynonyme, without manifieft violatioa 
of propriety. 

We fay likewife, I stay long in London 
this year for the purpofe of confulting phy- 
^cians who never leave town, and from 
wUofe Ikill I EXPECT much benefit. Could 
a perfect cure be obtained, it were a blelCng 
well worth waiting for. 



WA» 
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WAR AN© HOSTILITY 



ARE not fliidly fynony mous : war is 
indeed a ftatc of hostility, or a ftatc in 
which HOSTILITIES are permitted fo far as 
is conGftent v^ith the old uiages amongft 
civilized nations ; but there maybe hosti- 
lities unallowed by the laws of war. 

In this defcription of the words* analogy, 
is contained an example for their ufe ; the 
two fubflantives cannot without impropriety 
be reverfed. Meantime I have read fome- 
where, that contention is exercife, but war 
is fatigue ; and that a ftate of hostilities 
with fome neighbouring power may be con- 
fidered as medicine for a ftate, rough no 
doubt and draftic, but poflibly ufeful, whilft 
a civil war is little better than a domeftic 
w culinary poifon. 



warmth 
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WARMTH AMD HEAT 



ARE in like manner allied in affinity, 
yet fynonymous in no fenfe literal or figu- 
rative. The firft is a degree of the fecond, 
mild and friendly ; the fecond is cflentially 
the firft kindled into rage by violent motion, 
deftruftive in its nature, dreadful in its e£- 
feds. The two words keep thefe very 
places in our minds, when ufed in allufive 
fignifications. The heat of paffion, the 
WARMTH of afFewlion. The warmth of 
patriotifm, we fay, vifible among the happy 
fubjeds of our Britifh empire, produces that 
folid texture in the conftitution^ which its 
members fo well know how to value, and 
that ftrong fplrit of cobejion among individu- 
als which alone can render it immortal; while 
the heat of democratic furor in France 
ads as a dtjfolvent^ melting all ranks down 

to 
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to a general mafs— evaporating every virtiM^ 
and leaving their whole country a calx« But 

Tnie freedom is a tetnpcrate treat, 
Not fats^ mirth nor frantic noifc | 

Tis the briik pulfc*s vital HLATi 
Tis not a frrer that dcilroy s. 

Popular ^majlA 

When Mher nadons, however, fee tfaefc 
Qflhaf^yy mortals poflefled with a calenture 

{o dreadful, let them beware of all things 
^r~Hyy tu wa u ds iwflammatiom. The French 
have during thefe laft four years H£AT£I> 
themfelves up exa^aiy into that fatal deli- 
lium which Uilors long kept on fait provi- 
fiocs are fubjeck to, when they imagine 
gj^en meadk>ws are fpread before them 
wat^Krd with firefh rivulets, which their 
comp^oicr.s enieavcur mofl tvranaically to 
keep them tron iKiring. On the £nl op- 
I«rtun:r\\ however^ if no: fcndbly witliheU^ 
they prince into the deen. anc fiak fcr ever. 



•rzs 
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Tttiift by i cdkfMft ftiifledy 

The mariaer with i^apture fees^ 
On the fmoolh ocean's azure bed, 

Enameird fields and verdant trees ^ 
With eager haftt he longs to rove 

la that fantslftic fcene^ and thihks 
tt muft be fome enchimted gtove*^ 

So in he leaps, and down lie finl^* 

Swift. 



kM^ 



WAVY AND UNDULATING. 



t KNOW'^not t^hether bert the SistOM 
vrora be not the moft poedcal» ixA the dal!^ 
fical one mc^ CorhxaoiAy ufed on femiljtf 
ocd&fions. We fay. The It AV¥ (Kim floats 
very beautifully upon the UNDUSAtiNd 
downs between Lewes and Brighthelmftonet 
the Wtfrdd could not be tf anfpofed : they are 
not therefore ibidly fynonymous^ thotigb 
both mean the fame thing* If wob^ aire fell* 

"^ou lie A a ing 
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ISfoke's bon mdt^ if it is one^ could have ended 
with no other. The mien of a lady is includ- 
ed in her way; If Q^t has a haughty mien^ 
we fhall be apt td catch her receiving and re- 
turning common compliments with a proUd 
forbidding wa y : and thofe who beft know 
the world agree, that as more elegance of ex- 
terior is juftly exped:ed from the female feX| 
a pleafing manner is more indifpenfable 
in women than in men ; for without fome- 
thing for which We have at laft no neater 
phrafe than a gentle manner and a win- 
ning WAYj expreffion is apt to heighten 

into fiercenefs, and fymmetrical perfe^iou 
degenerate into mere Jnfipidity. 



WAYLESS, PATHLESS, UNTRACKED,, 



ARE fynbnyxhous.iu verfe, I think ; but 
the firft is feldom if ever chofcn for convcr* 
iatiQn, though a ufeful word, and expreffivc 

A a a enough. 
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enough, tfrere we to fpeak of Byron^i dxASP^ 
ing the continent of America on foot, at 
we all know he did towards the foutherd 
parts of it, before he had reached the age 
of twenty years — without language to en- 
quire his WAT, when chance brought him 
near to fome wretched habitation for hu- 
manity, through the vaft tJNTRAcKBJO 
regions and pathless woods did he and 
his companions wander, giving manldnd 
an example of what hope and youth and 
courage ean perform — Happy had they like- 
wife left us an example of good fellowihip 
and union to each other, cemented as theirs 
might have been expedted by fuch fingu* 
lar and fad calamities. But 'tis not from 
wanderers we can hope much virtue. Who- 
ever lives by chance will live carelefsly ; and 
he who is in hourly and anxious care for 
his own fubfiftence, will hare little tender- 
nefs to fpare for others, whofe diftrefs he 
will feldom believe equal to his own. The 
,2 French 
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French emigrants have indeed in fome fort 
nobly contradifted my aflertion by their 
conduft, many of thefe having laid by, for 
their ftill more unhappy countrymen, a 
p^ion of ^hat they themfelves received 
as alms from the generous hand of a hofpi- 
table nation. But wherfe thefe haplefs crea« 
tures will betake themfelves, when that 
hand becomes wearied of fupporting their 
neceffities, I cannot guefs : degraded a fecond 
time, perhaps, even from the rankofwan^ 
derers to that of vagabonds, they may feck 
unfound flxelter from countries yet UN- 
TRACKED, and perifh in the pathless 
foreft, hunted by revenge and cruelty infa- 

« 

tiable. — Let us once more endeavour to do 
fomething for them j and refcue the ram- 
bling nobleman from the ftate of a ^vagrant 
obnoxious to every infult, and rendered 
unworthy the proteding hand of friendfhip. 
Fpreigners will under this article, and in 

A a 3 this 
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this laft period, perceive how neceflary 'di 
to keep words dofe to their meanings, and 
feel the ufefulnefs of ftudying fynonymy, 
while I relate to them a trifling ftory that 
may perhaps imprefs it ftill more forcibly 
upon their minds. When Prince Gonza- 
ga di Caftiglione was in England, he dined 
in company with Dodor Johnfon at the 
houfe of a qommon friend ; and, thinking 
it W4S a polite, as well as gay thing to 
fJrink the Dodior-s health with fome proof 
that he had read his works, called out from 
the top of the table to the bottom, that table 
filled with company — At your good beaftb^ 
Mr. Vagabond^ inftead of Mr. Rambler ; 
which was the word he ought to have ufed, 
but to which he confidered the other as 
fynonymous, for want of a minuter atten- 
tion and better information ; — though he 
fpoke Englifli for the mod part very well, 
^nd by fo doing had gained a confidence in 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, that this accident contributed to re- 
prefs, while it put cyerjr bodjr in the room 
out of countenance. 



WAYWAIU>, FROWARD, PERVERSE, 



■ ' ■ 1. ' J 



FORM an exceedingly unpleafant fet of 
fynonymes, ufually meaning the fame thing 
too, or very nearijr ; only that the two firft 
are ufually chofen when we fpeak of baby- 
hood ; the laft, when maa or woman hating 
to be happy, or perhaps incapable of being 
ple^fed, rejedl each attempt to entertain 
them, with a degree oi perverfenefs that 
damps ail our powers of pleafing, and pro- 
cures p^dpn from moft of the by-ftanders if 
we forbear to undertake that tafk any more. 
I am however, for my own part, inclined to 
believe that body has as much to do as mind 
with all fuch tempers. Wc feldom find a 

Aa4 healthy 
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healthy ehUi a p^pwarp one ; aod •!« 
though peopU m»y, hy dipt itf yurtuc and 
religion, fo fubdue their dif[>ofiti0qs as to 
let no WAYWARp expreflions or appear- 
ance, of a PERVERSE temper efc^pe them^ 
even through the perfecutions of a long ill- 
nefe } yet every one who is (ick feels temp^ 
tation to be peevifh certainly : and nothing 
is fo fare a proof of a ftrong conftitution^ 
gs ^edom firopa iU-humour and from prone« 
nefs to a perverse mapner of receiving g^ 
aeral civilities— mifponftruing every attempt 
to footh or to divert them. It is ohferv^ble 
that thefe maladies of the mind are greatly 
cxtinguiihed by poverty, while people of 



- ---i -^> 



\yEALTH, RICHES, OPULENCE, 



CLAIM thefe unworthy diftipdlions as tlieir 
due, inftead pf confidering their poffefc 

fiona 
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lions as a bank referved for the poor, v^ho 
have no leifure from anxiety to iddulge a 
fretful difpofition. Meanwhile the three 
fubflantives at the head of this lail article 
are very nearly fynonymoua — except that 
RICHES iniplies fertility ; while, notwith^* 
ftanding that fruitfulnef» of foil muil necef^ 
iarily be one great fource of the WJ¥ALT^ 
of nations, we cannot commend the Qpu-t 
;.£NC£ of the ground, but its richness 
;md fpodtaneity. A fmall glance call bac^ 
upon their derivations ihews us the r^ap 
fqn why. Riches are compared by Poftor 
^oung to lemming, while genius he fayfs 
|s like virtue ; and he ingenioufly adds, that 
fLS RICHES are mod wanted where tliere is 
}eaft virtue, fo is learning moft in requefl; 
where there is leaft genius:— and Lor4 
Bacon calls riches the baggage of virtue^ 
ever retarding her progrefs through the 
walks of human life. Neither of the other 
Vrord; W0UI4 h^ve ffFve4 thefe authors* 

turn. 
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turn. Riches fcem almoft always to imply 
portable WEALTH, and opulence imme- 
diately vifible to every eye. Copioufnefs of 
every kind takes in that term as illuftrativf, 
leaving the other two. We fay a rich 
language, a rich* perfume,' rich foups, 
wines, every thing that feems to contain a 
quant|ty or fulnefs of perfedion ; and that 
man muft, we fay, be abfurdly oftentatious 
of his WEALTH, who wears rich drefles 
in furfimer fcjr the fake of di/playing hi? 
OPULENCE, when light ones are confefled- 
]y confidered as more elegant. Wealth 
however takes in a fenfe of general weal 
or welfare, which the other words have 
not. We pray for the King's wealth : it 
would be ridiculous to beg of God Al- 
mighty that he fhould make him rich or 

OPULENT. 



yrEAKY^ 
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WEARY, TIRED, FATIGUED. 



OF thefe terms the reader may take his 
|[:hoice, now he is fo near the clofe of this 
Jittlc book : pejrhaps Jie may find them fy- 
nonymous too, when he reads the chara&r 
tcr of it given in the Reviews. We arc 
TIRED, lay they, of' the faint repetitions, 
and FATIGUED with the afiedled examina- 
tion of arguments, already fo often difcufled, 
that one is fipcerely weary of going over 
them again. This is the fatal difeafe fureft 
to bring death upon the haplefs author, 
whofe works, when they have caught it, 
piniB. away as in an atrophy ; for wEA^i- 
NESS is a plant propagating itfelf : wlio- 
pver is weary the firft hour is more wea- 
RY the fecond,' and a book dropping once 
out of a hand Jialf afleep— yj//r, to rife no 

« 

piore. 

Madame 
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Madame de Maintcnon told her confef^ 
for, that fhe would willingly pra&ife any 
form of mortification, by which her future 
felicity might in fome meafure be forward- 
ed. He counfellcd her to forbear thofc 
faillies of pleafantry and airy good hu- 
mour, by which (he engaged all hearts to 
her iervice, and fafcinated all hearers to hisr 
converfation. The lady tried ; but find- 
ing, as fhe exprcfles it, that, yawning herfelf 
fix)m pure fatigue of her own company^ 
fhe fet her friends and companions o'yawn- 
ing too, the penance became infupport- 
able ; and when fhe grew abfolutely tired, 
file left off, left a continuance of fuch be* 
haviour might have had the very worft of 
confequences, in making her weary evea 
of piety itfelf, 



WICKED, 



» 
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WICKED, GUILTY, CORRUPT, DEPRAVED, 

FLAGITIOUS. 



THESE odious words, notwithftatiding 
their clofe aifinity, af e lefs ftridly fynony^ 
mous than one would at firft imagine { for 
which reafon the reader naturally wifhea 

repentance ' to the firft, feels that remorfe 
muft for ever purfue the fecdnd^ fees that 
i*egeneration llone can purify thofe which 
immediately follow }-^while a whippings 
poft ihould be the portion of their rafcally 
brother at the end. Thofe writers who— 
doubtlefs with excellent intentions to mend 
the world — delight in tracing villainy 
through its deepeft reccfles, and (hew theis 
own Ikill in the gradations of atrocity, 
muft corred): me in this article, if I give a 
wrong acdount. The firft word then upon 
this detefted lift defcribes to my particular 

feelings. 
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feelings, a man not yet wholly crimmai j 
yet haftening to be fo j while his ftrong avi- 
dity in the purfuit of fin feems fomewhat 
reflrained by immediate fear of failing iii 

the grafp. The patient perfeverihg fpirit 
of a ferpent feems for this caufe the beft 
adapted fymbol of the wicked Monckton ^ 
while Fdrdinand Count Fathom is clearly 
FLAGITIOUS^ Mackenzie's Sindal vicioufly 
DEPRAVED^ and Moore's Zeluco, firom a 
CORRUPT and hateful education^ becomes at 
kngth a truly impious charader^ blackened 
with the GUILTIEST deedstf 



1 * < ■II » ■■ 



WISELY, JUDICIOUSLY, DISCREETLY, 

PRUDENTLY. 

i 



IF Do(3or Johnfon's notion of a fex iff 
words be juft, the two firft of thefe natu- 
rally belong to men, the two Jaft to women j 

i for 
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for they, placed happily for them by Pro- 

t 

vidence ia 

Life's low vale, the foil the virtues like, 

liave feldom occafion to zQ, wisely and 
JUDICIOUSLY— adyerbs which' imply a 
choice of profeffion or fituation — feldom ia 
their power ; adtive principles of induftiy, 
art, or ftrength— with which they have fd« 
dom aught to do ; although by managing 
PRUDENTLY and DISCREETLY thofe dif- 
ftri^s which fall particularly under female 
infpedion, they may doubtlefs take much of 
the bvurden from their companion's IhouWera, 
and lighten the load of life to mortal man. 
I'owards each other I Jiave fometimes 
known too much discretion end in too 
little PRUDENCE. The world will now and 
then forget to reward its worfhippers, and 
after all, the wary fide is ; fafeft. Where 
friendftiip ' alone is wounded— ^r will out 
of tendernefs forbear complaint. ' 

7 Meantimi?, 
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Meantime, that women have a naturally^ 
cautious temper, may be feen in numberlefs '^ 
inftances. Men engaged deeply in commer- 
cial buftnels delight to rifque much, that 
they may gain more j while women truft ia 
petty favings, and endeavour to grow rich 
rather by frugality than hazard. Female po* 
liticians confide in negociatioh. £lizabeth 
of England, Ifabella of Spain, hated war, 
and took every poffible method to avoid it } 
while Queen Anne's natural ardour to con» 
elude the peace of Utrecht coft her almoft 
her life. Prud6ncb and discretion 
are domeftic virtues: wisdom and judo-* 
MKNT are requifites in a ftatefman, a fol- 
dier, and a fcholar. May thofe our land 
now " boafts be careful to employ thefe ex* 
cellent qualifications prudently and diS«- 

» 

CREETLY \ not in forcing forward ill-timed 
f eforms or dangerous innovations ; not in 
haftily driving force* againft force, where 

the effeft is at bed uncertain ; not ib di(^ 

guifing 
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guifing £dfehood or palliating error, much 
lefs in labouring by fophifms to fubvert the 
foundations of truth j but with fomething 
like female candour acknowledging that no 
government devifed by human fkill can be 
perfedt — confefs with thankfulnefs that our 
Own is moft nearly fo. That found pofi- 
tion once well eftablifhed in every Englifh 
hearty 

Old Britifli fenfe and firitifli fire 
Shall guard that freedom we poflefs ; 

Honeft ambition looks no higher, 
Wiflung no more, we'll fear no lef$; 

FOPULAR Balladu 



Wit, fertility of imagery, i»owers of 
combination, vivacity, hilarity, plea. 

SANTRY, BRILLIANCY IN WRITING oft CON- 
VERSATION, 



ARE nearly, oot ftridly fynonymous. 
*Tht fiift word includes all th« reft, aU 

tot. II. B b though 

■•'l 
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ti^ODgh ihtfc may be certainly much FLftA- 
8ANTRT in a charader, whence wit pro- 
pefljr deferving that name never did pro- 
ceed ; and many a delightful evemng may 
be ^nt where natural vivacity ipring- 
ing £pom confidence in the company, en- 
fivcns a eirde d cheerful friends with re* 
ciprocatiofi of elegant fprightUnef^ and fa- 
cedous good humour, — feldom met with in 
thofe fodeties where all powers of com- 
bination are forcibly concentrated, in 
order to produce fparkKi^ conceits; or 
flrained, for the purpofe of ^wing remote 
images together. On fuch occafions, I 
think, that conflitutional hilarity which 
infpires whilft exprefling the unafiedled fenfe 
of pleafure that it feels ; is exceedingly ill 
exchanged for all the fcintillating efie^ of 
real wit, and brilliancy in conver- 
sation. I would not be underftood as if 
incfined to divert myielf by mere fafhicma- 
blc levities^ in preference to good fenfe; 
ft luch 
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fuch talk delights no one, but the boyi and 
girls who break mottoes together after din^* 
ner : 

Triflers not even in trifling can txCcl i 
Tis only folid bodies pollfh well-— 

lays Dodor Young, in whofe habit and 
conftitution the quality of WiT was fo com- 
pletely incorporated, that devotion's felf 
could with difficulty fublime, or indigna^ 
tion oblige it to precipitate. — Satires, Night- 
Thoughts, Eftimate of Human Life, all turn 
to epigram touched by the pen of DoStot 
Young; and all evince fertility of 
IMAGERY fpringing from the richeft foil— >- 
as Johnfdn told me little cultivated; but 
proving that principle which to obiervc 
gives comfort to every heart, that iovigo- 
rating principle which Bifhop Horfley £9 
elegantly, fo emphatically edls — xixt fp^n^ 
taneity of man. I muft tell why Do^or 
Jofanfon defpifed Young's quantity of comr 

B b a moa 
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moQ knowledge as eompandvely (maff: 
^was ooiy becauie fpealdng once upon the 
fubjcCt of metrical compofition, our courtier 
icemed totally ignorant of what are called 
rbqialick or rhopalick verfes, from the Greek 
word, a dub, I believe, — of which I have 
read fome Latin ones preferved in the Pafle 
Terns Poetiques, very pretty. Aufonius 
gtres this as a fpedmen : 

Spes deus xterax ftadonis conciliator. 

The contrivance is foon feen through ; each 
word muft be a fyllable longer than that 
which goes before, as the Glub begins with 
a tip, and thickens gradually to the other 
end. Thefe verfes were intended as a label 
to be twifted fpirally round the club of 
Efculapius, I think I have heard, but can- 
not now find the French diflertation whence 
I gained the piece of learning, — if learning 
it is, — fo unluckily mifled by Dodlor Young. 
In the conje&ures upon original compofi* 

tion 
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tion however, written by that man of ge- 
nius, we (hall perhaps read the wittiest 
piece of prpfc our whole language has to 
boaft ; yet from its over twinkling it feems 
little gazed at, and too little admired per- 
haps; fo will it ever be when aiithqrs 
feek to dazzle, not to pleafe: and even 
when Congrcve purpofely combines his 
BRILLIANCY with pcTtnefs, to make it pa- 
latable for common mmds, we are ftill apt 
to turn away from the firft a£l of Love 
for Love, and run for relief to Trincvijo or 
'J'ouchftone : 

for 'ti$ not to adprn and gild each part?-? 
That (hows more coft thai^ art ; 
Jewels at nofc and lips but ill appear : 
' Rather than all things wit, let none be tliere ^ 
Several lights will not be feen, 
If there is nothing elfe between ( 
^en doubt, becaufe they (land fo thick i^th* (ky, 
If thofe be ftars that paint the galaxy. 

And if fuch be the welUexemplified precept 

Bbj of 
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of Cowley» who excelled in fruUfulnefa of 
fiincj, and power of exciting ide^s in richly 
iurniihed minds, th« neceility of ob£»^iag 
that precept is moil cert^n. He was him* 
£elf aware perhaps that his verfes were fo 
t;^Iy what Hamlet calls caviare to the mil- 
lion, that none but inflrufted readers cao 
find amufemeut from Cowley , whofe com» 
inon pra&ice is to illuftrate a thing not very 
plaiq, by another liil| mori; obfcur^ and t^ 
Goodite^ 

. In, .(h|5fe days, however^ fhere needs ]ittl(; 
caution againft overdofing our compofitions 
with Iheer wiT, or far-fetched metaphor. 
Studied thoughts have given way to embel- 
lifhmcnts of expreflion, we gild the leaves 
now, not the fruit, while a tide of eloquence 

w 

over-nms all we readp 

Books are no longer written to inform^ 
but touch the mind, and every writer now 
refers from our judgment to our feelings, 
maliljie th^ fuUen Greek of whprp hiftorians 

tell 



BRITISH SYNONYMY. 375 

tell us, that made his grave appeal from 
Philip drunk, to Philip fober. 

Such performances do certainly, as does 
the mufic of a finger, put us out of humour 

for a moment with folid eruption, as with 
found harmony; but let their rhetoric bt 
never fb radiant, their fweetncfs never fo 
£ifcinating, when once the gay delirium (haU 
be over, we return to our old inftrudors ia 
every fcience ; and connoilleurs in convi- 
vial pieafiines have afliired me, that neither 
the rich cellars of Conilantia, nor the fpark* 
ling vintage of Champagne, afford the true 
and wholefome wine that a man can fit flea* 
dily dow«a to. — ^Enough upon this fubjie^ 



I 
I 



Bb4 10 
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TO WITHER, TO FADE, TO BE PLIGHTED, 

TO DIE. 



• NEUTER verbs, and nearly though not 
wholly fynonymous, when referred to vege- 
table fubftances ; or figuratively taken up aa 
illuftrative of our own fituadon in this fub- 
lunary world, where, as Young (kya in his 
True EJiimaie^ ^^ Sorrow is as the root and 
fiem of Jife, joy but as its flower^ expelled 
at remote feafons only, then often blight-* 
EDi OT i£ it blooms, blooming it dies.^^ 
When I have plucked thy rofe (fays Othello 
to his fleeping Defdemona) I cannot give it 
vital growth again — it needs inuft blither. 
Let thofe therefore, that tear down the few 
flowers ftrewcd in the path of life to make 
it lefs infupportable by giving variety to its 
yrindings, diftinaion to its riftng grounds^ 
$cc. refle<a, that when once plucked, they 

7 ne'er 
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ne'er can give them vital growth again. Oh 
let them fade naturally ! nor quarrel with 
the rofe becaufe it bears a thorn. Such re- 
formatxoQ can but end in ruin. 



TO WITHHOLD, TO RESTRAIN. TO KEEP 

FROM ACTION- 



ALL words or jphrafes which feem to' be 
drawn from the fcience of horfemanfhip.— 
Addifon fays 

\ bridle in pay ftniggling mufe with pain. 
That longs to launch into a nobler (train. 

It w^ Dr. Johnfon^s Ijport to ridicule this 
paflage always, as a broken metaphor be- 
tween riding and failing, neither of which 
were, as he faid, particularly applicable to 
the mufe; but her poet fliould have rb- 
STRAiNEQ. his ruuraway fancy from either 

th? 
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the one or the other, 16 no two iootages could 
have been found more incongruous. Wc 
iay of oyr gallant foldiers, and young princes 
ardent to fignalize themfelves in the prefent 
war, that it is difficult to keep them from 
ACTION; and with juftice — while animstfed 
by a caufe fo virtuous, their courage can 
fcarcely be withheld; confidering the 
common, though loud report of their ene- 
mies' infolence towards religion, virtue, arts, 
and arms, and fovereignty, — not as a knell 
lo thefe departed powers (a thoiight would 
damp the fpirit of their troops,) but as a 
trumpet infpiring martial ardour to fubdue 
them ; for Dryden fays well, though coarfely. 

And ever as you love yourfclvcs, withhold 
Tour talons from the injured and the bold ; 
Nor tempt the bra7e find needy to defpair, 
For though your violence fliould leave them bare 
Of gold and (ilver— fwords and darts remain^ &c. 

A confideration worthy the notice of thefe 
f^f^created defpots, whom piety cannot awe 

nor 
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nor tenderneis restrain. Mea» whofc 
euormities iacreafing in magnitude the 
k)nger we are left to contemplate them, 
confound reflexion, and by fwelling ftill, 
and ftretching up, like the gigantic fpedres 
fpoken of hj the old poets, annihilate all 
hope of defcribing them to futurity, and 
leave our miads poiTefl alone of amazement. 



B p ; r 



WONDER, ASTONISHMENT. AND STUPOR 
CAUSED BY SURPRIZE, 



THESE qualities are not, however, fyno» 
nymous in common chat. A phrafe per- 
petually occurs in convarfation where the 
firft word oh the lift could alone ferve our 
purpofe, and none of the others would at 
all fupply its place. They talk of a plague 
in France,'' fays one ; — " No wonder^" 
jreplies the bearer^ *^ people who make a 

ihamble^ 
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fiiambles of their nation, need not think it 
ftrange that fo many dead bodies fhould 
create a peflilential fever from natural caufes 
merely^ without faying a "word of God*S 
judgments provoked by fo fenfelefs and cruel 
an effufion of human blood. Won1)ER too 
cafily becomes a fubftantive of nature far 
more pofltive, that may be feen, heard, and 
felt, as well as underftood. We fay the 
feven wonders of the world, which could 
not be furveyed without astonishment, 
are now fallen into ^ecay, fo (hat I think 
none of thofe celebrated fabrics yet remain, 
except the pyramids of Egypt — monuments 
of ill-employed power, which, while we ad- 
mire, we cannot rationally approve; although 
whatever work of man's hands has lafted all 
thefe centuries, may juftly be confidered as 
proof of ingenuity and flrengtli beyond the 
credibility of after ages. 

Late times fiiall wonder — that my joy mud raifc; 
For wonder is involuntary praifc, 

« 

fays 
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(avs Zanga, fhowing this word in its capa- 
city of verb befides all the reft^ and as a verb 

'tis ufed moft frequently in difcourfe. 

Stupor occafioned by surprize mean- 
time, appears to be rather a natural and phy- 
fical efTeft ftom a mental caufe; when a 
man is literally, not figuratively amazed^ and 

planet-ftruck^ as we call it, on fome fuddea 

« 

occurrence of joy or forrow in the extreme: 
nor happens this feldom to weak-nerved, or 
over delicate people — Feeblencfs tauft be the 
parent of fuch stupor, as ignorance is faid 
to be the mother of wonder ; yet thofe 
who call it fo fliould recolledi that there arc 
things which no human knowledge can 
reach, and which *tis therefore no difgrace 
tp wonder at, exhibited every day to our 
contemplation ; and he who forbears regard- 
ing them with juft astonishment, is 
more to be pitied for his infenfibility, than 
envied for the depth of his fcience. 



WOOD, 
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WOOD, FOREST, GROVE, 



SHOULD not be confidered as fynony- 
xnous by foreigners, though they find one 
often fubftituted for the other in poetry. — 
Difcourfe keeps them feparate ftill, and he 
who (hould dignify the fweet groves view- 
ed from Richmond Hill, or even the fine 
WOODS near Nuneham, by the name of 
FOREST, would be laughed at. Things of 
this kind are always rated by comparifon : 
und he who has traverfed through the fo- 
rests of America, would probably call thofe 
immenfe trads of wood land which clothe 
the plains of Bavaria, a mere grove. To my 
mind, they brought many romantic, and 
many tremendous images, when people told 
me there were yet two days journey to be 
taken through plantations made by nature 
certainly, not art, within which were lodged 

a variety 
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A variety of animals, — the vrM boar, the 
black bear, red deer and foxes inmimerabley 
with the Glutton, or American Carcajou 
ready to dart upon them from the trees, and 
faftening his fangs in the vifual nerve, driv€ 
them to madnefs and death for his own ad- 
vantage. There is befide another diflino- 
tiori neceflary for ftrangers to be taught be^ 
tween what we natives naturally know by 
the names of 






T 



WOOD AND TIMBER, 



THE laft of which means thofe particu- 
lar trees which are ufed in building, carpen- 
try, turnery j and among thefe oak flanda 
firft, though elm is neceflary for pipes to 

carry off water ; and afh, for nothing ill, as 

« 

Spencer fays, that makes our ploughing 
Utenfils. All thefe grow to a nobler fize 

where 
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where they are not too thick ; and I have feed 
finer oaks (landing widely feparate in Weft*- 
phalia — even in Hagley park too, than any 
I could pitch upon m the fouthem pro« 
vinces of Germany, where the woods feem- 
cd nearly impenetrable, and where of courfc 
one tree robbing another of its nutriment^ 
the TIMBER cannot rife to fo refpefkable a 
growth. Lord Fife's immenfe planta^pna 
will ferve future ages, if the world lafts much 
longer, for examples of wood, grovb, and 
FOREST. And well will his fucceflbrs de- 
fervc advantage from timber planted from 
fo noble, fo difmterefted a motive by their 
truly liberal anceftor. 



tVORLDf 
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WORLD, EARTH, GLOBE. UNIVERSE, 



ARE fo far from being philoibphically 
fynonymousy that convaiktion language ad« 
mitting of incredible hyperbole, would fay 
Ac very earth was filled with booln writ- 
ten to prove their difierence. Populariy 
fpeakiiig, however, we fay that a man's 
knowledge of the world, means his ac« 
quaintance with the common forms and 
ceremonies of life, not ill called by French- 
• men, the/f avoir vivre^ fince he who is igno- 
rant of the WORLD even in this limited fenfe, 
will foon be in a figurative fenfe warned to 
go out of it ; fo indifpenfably neceflary is 
that knowledge, to every day's obfervation 
and pradice ; nor have I often read a more 
humorous pidure of manners, than in 
feme play of Mr. Cumberland's — I forget 
its name — ^whcre two brothers difputing 

VOL. II. C C U] 



386 BRITISH SYNONYMY; 

upon a point of propriety, one fay«, truly 
enough as I remember, " Dear brother I you 
know nothing of the world." " Will you 
tell me thatV^ replies his incenfed antago^ 
nift, " whin I have traverfed the globe 
fo often ! crofled the line twice, and felt the 
frofts within the ar£tic circle : a man brfed 
ixx Loadon,;and living always in ite environs, 
has an admirable aifurance when he ufes 
that expreflipn to wr, who have been wreck- 
ed on the coafts of Barbary, and fhick J&dH: 
in the quickfands of Terra del Fuego, &c*. 
&c." My quotation is from memory, and 
twenty-five years at lead have elapfed fince 
I looked into the comedy by mere chance in 
a bookfcller's fhop at Brighthelmftone. But 
the plcallintry of two men taking the word 
WORLD in a different way, with fome de- 
gree of right on both fides, ftrUck me as 
comical and pretty, becaufc within the bounds 
of credibility, "thai grace alone is wanting 
to a dialogue once fliewn to me in manu- 

fcripr, 
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fcript, Written by the learned James Harris, 
of Salilbury, who makes one of two friends 
walking in St. James's Park, fay of a third 
that pafles by, — ^" There goes a man eminent 
for his knowledge of the world." To which 
the other replies, " Ay, that indeed is a de- 
firable companion, a perfon whofe acquaint- 
ance I fhould particularly value, as he no 
doubt could fettle the point between Tycho 
and Riccioli, concerning the fun's horizon- 
tal parallax, in which thofe two fo great 
aftronomers contrive to differ, at leaft two 
vwiutes and a half. He too could perhaps 
help us to decide upon the controverfy whe- 
ther this UNIVERSE is bounded by the grand 
concameration or firmament forming a vifi- 
ble arch, or whether 'tis flretched into an 
immenfurable fpace, occupied however at 
due diftances by a variety of revolving 
GLOBES, differing in magnitude : fome bril- 
liant, as funs, rich in i:.herent fire; fome 
opaque, and habitable, as earths, attended 

C c a by^ 
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:^f 



by fatellites of inferior luftre and dignity; 
When his compamon flopping him, protefb 
that the man in queftion knows nothing of 
thefc matters. ** Oh then " replies the other, 
^ he confines his knowledge perhaps mere- 
ly to our own planet, where doubtlefs much 
matter is aflforded for refie^on, — Tbercy 
however, mafler of the luftorical, geogra^ 
phical, and political world, he can give ac- 
count of all the difeoveries, revolutions, and 
produ^ions, contained in thofe four conti- 
nents at leaft, which compofe this terraque- 
ous GLOBE; and leaving out marine enqui- 
ries — it is from him we muft hope to obtain 
the cleareft reafoning upon the diftindiion« 
made by nature and education betwixt man 

and man ; the caufe of their different co- 
lours, and their fo fudden, or fometimes 
filent lapfes from perfedion to decay. His 
information now would be above all times 
defirable, as we ^e yet much perplexed 
concerning fome cuftoms of the old inhabi- 
' tants 
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tants of China ; and it would be well for 
him at bis leifure hours, to collate fome ob- 
fcure paflages of the Veidam with the Edda, 
&c/' When this topic is exhaufted, and 
others examined in turn, and the friend 
finds out that the gentleman pafling by knew 
the WORLD only as a fruiterer in St. James's ' 
ftreet is capable of knowing it — from repeat- 
edly hearing the debts, intrigues, connec* 
tions, and fituations of a few fafhionabld 
gentlemen and ladies, he ends the dialogue 
in difguft, that a creature fuperior, as he 
obferves, in no mental qualification to the 
chairman who carries him home from his 
club of an evening, fhould thus be celebrat- 
ed for fo fublime a fcience as knowledge of 

the WORLD. 

Let me not clofe this article without pro- 
tefting that I never read the dialogue in my 
life but once, above thirty. years ago, and 
that I only quote the turn of it, and muft 
not be expeded to remember words, or even 

C c 3 periods. 
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periods. My imitation would be then too 
great a difgrace to his name whom I was 
early inftruftcd to hold in the higheft vene- 
ration : The defign was too ftriking to be 
evet forgotten, and for the defign alone do I 
mean to be anfwerable ; — 'twas done by me 
merely to gratify my recolledion of paft 
times and ftudies, whilft it ferved well 
enough befides to bring in our fynonymy. 

Mr. Harris delighted much in writing 
dialogues. Thofe at the end of David Sim- 
ple are his, and exquifite are they in their 
kind. Tliere are fome in the world of his 
and Floy er Sydenham's both,! believe, which 
have never been printed cer4:ainly — perhaps 
never deftroyed. 



WORTH, 
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WORTH, PRICE, INTRINSIC VALUE, 



ARE not as near fynonymy as they are 
wiflied to be — many commodities being 
fold and bought at prices above or below 
their intrinsic value from the mere 
caprice or particular tafte of their purchafer : 
which in Italy is prettily enough termed— 
Prezzo (TAffetto. Sapphires, for example, 
are of more intrinsic value than eme- 
ralds ; — becaufe they approach nearer in 
hardnefs to a diamond, and likcwife becaufe 
they poflefs a power of attradling certain 
light fubftances which the other gems do 
not : thirdly, becaufe chymifts have a way 
to difcharge the colour, fo as to impofe 
on lapidaries, and making them believe it 
a diamond, fell it for more ftill than it is 
really worth ; though he muft indeed 
have little Ikill in gems, that will be fo 

C c 4 taken 
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taken into the net If, however, I am making 
up a fet of jewels, like Maria Therefa^s fa* 
mous nofegay, and am in want oijiali^ not 
flowers ; 'tis natural enough for me to pay 
a better price for emeralds than fapphire% 
of which my number and quantity is alrea<» 
dy complete for the work. 

We have named here pcrh^ips the only 
things which can boafl intrinsic value, 
imle& gold in ingots or uncoined wedges 
^ay be added : for the worth even of 
money itfelf flud;uates daily in our own 
ftate, and every one knows that there are 
times and places in which gold is of no ufe, 
:.nd confequently pf no value whatever. 
Even genius bears a different price in one 
age from another, while Milton's Paradife 
Loft, brought the author for his copy-right, 
only twenty pounds. Beauty, courage, 
wifdom and virtue are however of undoubt- 
ed and intrinsic value; fincc a man 
fo endowed, would pafs his life on a defo- 

late 
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late ifland, in complete folitude, better than 
one who was wanting in any of thofe per* 
fcdHons. And thofe have been but light ob- 
fervers, who will cavil at the utility of the 
firjl J — a little recolledion foon convincing 
us, that a mean or diminutive, a feeble or 
deformed body, could never endure the 
labour of providing for its own neceffities^ 
while ftrength and agility (bed fecured by 
harmony of proportion,) is beycoid all 
things necelTary to the chafe of favage ani^ 
mals, the fupporting fatigue, and the reno^ 
vation of health and fpirits after exerting 
them to wearinefs. Such qualities are of 
real WORTH in every fituation humanity 
can be placed in ; but no price can ever 
obtain them. 



WORTlHY, 
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WORTHY, ESTIMABLE. 



THESE agreeable adjedives are fynony- 
mous, chiefly when applied to characters, 
not things, and are the epithets very com- 
monly and very juftly beftowed, not on 
heroes, patriots or romantic lovers, but on 
our old Englifh country gentleman, whofe 

life affords happily, few opportunities of 
exerting prodigies of valour, or burfling 
out into fudden effufions of genius ; — but 
from its even and temperate courfe is per- 
haps particularly favourable to that fteady 
and honourable conduvS, that truly esti- 
mable and WORTHY difpofition, which 
never glowing up into enthufiaftic fervour 
of liberality, is yet incapable of degenerat- 
ing into nieanncfs, or fuifcring a bafe 
aftion to infeft their familv, — while their 
jictioii of patriotilfn confjiling chiefly in 

preferving 
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ovj 



prefcrvirig themfelves from dependence on 
any defcription of men, that fo they may 
never be at call of a fadion, they keep' 
what talents they poflefs ready for the ufe- 
ful fervice of their king and country : like 
that good old Sir John St. Aubyn, whole 
name was ballotted into every committee, 
at a time when party rage ran higheft in 
Great Britain, and opinions, though fo 
greatly divided, met in one point at leaft ; 
that of acknowledging his charafter and be- 
haviour to have been in every body's eyes 
equally estimable and worthy. 



WRACK, WRECK, RACK* 



FOREIGNERS fhouid be careful not to 
miftake, or mifufe thefc words, fancying 
them fynonymous ; for though the deriva- 
tion is nearly the fame, and all mean brcak- 
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ing, or being broken as the old £ngli(b 
language expreffes it, we appropriate the 
firft words chiefly now, if not entirely, to 
the clouds, when a great ftorm or land tem- 
ped is coming on, and even the brutes ap- 
pear to expert what is about to befall them ; 
when the countryman calls home his cattle, 
obferving how the wrack rides before the 
wind, and the fheep quit the hills from 
fear* The fecond fubftantive is expreffive 
of a (hip bulging with weight of waters, 
driven on a rock that fplits her hulk, and 
jrendering her unable to refift the waves, 
incapacitates her likewife from yielding to 
their violence, by tofling up and down 
with her former graceful motion ; and 
leaves her half fixed, and ftniggling with 
her fate, a fad, a hopelefs wreck. 

The laft word upon the lift means broken 
bones and tortures, which 'tis to be hoped 
will never more be ufed in our quarter of 
the globe ; \vhi«.h although it looks on maf- 

facrc 
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(acre and murder with fomewhat more of 
aftoniftiment than juft indignation, — has yet 
in thefe latter times contented its barbarity 
with fevering the limbs after death— not be* 
fore: — and whilft it tamely endures the 
fwift-fpeeding guillotine, abolifhes all quef^ 
iion^^znd banifhes the rack. 



TO WRANGLE, TO DISPUTE, TO ALTERCATE, 



ARE furely not fynonymous; the firft 
and lad are hateful words, I think, while 
the fecond verb upoa our lift's a noble one. 
Were all dispute, all argument annihi- 
lated, falfehood would foon uftirp the fovc- 
rcignty, and truth with Aftrea return to 
her native (kies* Meantime an innate dif* 
pofition towards wrangling is the bane 
of knowledge, and a torment to fociety ; he 
who controverts every point, and delights 
in making trifles the fubjedl: of alterca^ 

TFON, 



398 BRITTsrf SYNOKYMY; 

TioN (for th€ noun is in commoner ttfe 
than the verb) ; he who believed nothing 
he cannot prove, or refufes aflent to his 
own fenfcs, for the pleafure of wran- 
gling other men out of theirs, is worlc 
than the Indians, who fay the world is fet 
firm upon an elephant^s back. — And on what 
does the elephant fland ? Why on a tor- 
toife. And on what does the tortoife ftand ? 
— / cannot tell. Such reafoners as thefe, 
though perhaps lefs deep than candid, are 
better than fome of our modern philofo- 
phers, who removing away both elephant 
and tortoife, declare their doubts whether 
the world exifts at all ; and leave all things 
dubious, fave their own delight In wran- 
gli::g, and dcfirc of celebrity as disput- 
ants. The ancients however left our con- 
temporaries little to improve upon even m 
this art, and Ilunie is not a neater fophift 
than Prota^Toras, Vv'ho in a controvcrfv be- 
tween himiclf and Iiis difcipl:, ba/ncd tlie 

judges 
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judges a8 old (lory tells, with a dilemma 
not ill worth repeating. A rich young 
man, Evathlus by name, defired to learu 
his method of puzzling caufes, and paying 
him half the fum agreed upon, at firft ; 
promifed him the other half when he fhould 
have gained his firft caufe. When the time 
of ftudy was paft, Evathlus, called away to 
fome other employment, forbore pleading 
in the courts ; and Protagoras, weary of 
waiting, fued him for the money, — urging 
this (as he hoped) unanfwerable argument* 
Either I gain my caufe, and you Evathlus 
will be condemned to pay j or you having 
gained it, will be obliged to pay, according 
to the original terms of our agreement. 

But the young man having learned to 
WRANGLE as Well as his mafter, foon re- 
torted upon him the following dilemma. 

Either the judges difcharge me, and of 
courfe the debt is made void ; or they con- 
demn me, by which event I equally favc 
6 my 
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my mbney ; for bdng condemned to Ibfe^ 
I have clearly not gained my firfl: caufe. 

Tis iaid that the matter remained ever 
undecided ; yet £rom thift perhaps, the young 
men obtaining the firft mathematical honours 
at Cambridge are termed wranglers. 



TO WREST, TO DISTORT, TO PERVERT, 



IF meant of language naturally enough 
follow the laft article, yet will ignorance 
often ihow powers of this kind as plainly 
as fcience herfelf. Newfpapers, magazines 
and other periodical publications, are fur- 
prizingly Ikilful in the art of DISTORTING 
metaphor, and perverting in its turn 
every figure of grammar and rhetoric; nor 
would it be difficult to wrest all their 
common places into a fhort paflage by lefs 

violence 
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Violence thaa they are daily doing to their 
mother tongue^ were we to fay in imitation 
of a herd of novel-writers^ Ricardo was 
a young fellow of fine hopes ^ and made it 
his point to cut a figure in the treafury line. 
His uncle being a man who faw things in 
a right lights undertook to pyt his boy upon 
as reJpeSable a foot as any of his young 
companions of the fame Jlamp ;-'^on this 
bead therefore, little more needs be under-* 
ftood^ thsui that Ricardo under fucb circum* 
fiances was very happy, and foon drew 
a{ide the bright eyes of Mifs Julia, daugh#» 
ter to his uncle's friend, a man of the fanm 
defcription--^a rough diamond^ but who, &c. 
Of fuch twifted, fuch distorted, fuch dit. 
located language, every morning's literary 
hafii prefpnts us an example: nor is it 
neceflary to look in print for thefe ftored 
up allufions ; every compting-hotiib :tt]Shi« 
bits choice of metaphor, b^yotjtd ^ that 
Sancho-s proverb* cia pcetend ja; ^d I 

VOL.JI. IW OBCC 
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once was witncft to a convcrfation of that 
kind, where a ftring' of disjointed meto- 
nymy ftnt me out of the room- to laugh, 
when I had heard what follows. ^ ' ' 

^* Milo is expedted to become a bank- 
rupt foon, — have you endeavoured to get 
that money from him which is owing to 
oiir houfe ?" 

Afff. " Why, fir, that fellow did run up-- 
9n a rope to be fure^ till at length he came 
to aJiandJIUl ; and they fay will now very 
(oon Jlict in the mud : when I heard that, 
being determined to Jirike a great Jlroke^ 
you may be fure I thought it proper to 
purge him pretty brijkly ; but finding that 
the gray mare was the better borfe^ I re- 
folved to wait till this morning, and then 
begin to plough with the heifer; which I 
(hall moft certainly fet about directly tootk 
and naiiy 

ThiiT jargon, which I defy a foUtary fcho- 
lar ta conflrue^ meant only that MilQ had 
' - ^ * '-. 'i ... been 
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t)cen expcnfivc, and was in confequence of 
his extravagance expe&ed to flop payment : 
that the clerk had tormented him for the 
money, but that Mi\b leaving hit pecu- 
niary affairs in the hand of his wife, the 
clerk refolved to call on ber next morning, 
and either fright or perfuade her to difcharge 
the debt, by every method in his power. 



.■ ' T .. ■ ■: : ...■;'■"■ ..mi 



YEARLY, ANNUAL. 



THESE words make fomewhat of an 
exception to our general rule of preferring 
rather the word of Latin, than the word of 
Saxon derivation : when two terms nearly 
fynonymous offer to our choice, the firft of 
thefe is the moft elegant, I think, annual 
being fomewhat foiled by pezpetual ufe 
among traders, lawyers, public offices, and 
the like: whilft yearly has in fome mea* 

D d 2 fure 
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dagaiij from the flieationing 

and above aB 
writ, wiftcre the teault iacrificc 
csQc wkh rereraice. They are 
sot ^aoeraioitt hGwcrer, for this adverb 
rura fahi^antJTc as does the other, 
agmVncr caQs certain plants annu- 
als, a vord now accqxed into the Ian- 
gTueCy aad uled in c^>poiition to perennials 
fccdi IB bocks and co n ver i adon, I believe, 
vrbsTCfts, it fbnnerijr bzd its beft exiftence 
in 23 in&rior fenn, vrhen Pope /aid fb 

AvxTAi frr zaCy zhe gnpc, the rofc renew, 
Ih: '"Z.CZ aectzreocji^ and the balmy dew. 



*j^^U 
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TO YIELD, TO CEDE, TO SUBMIT, 
TO SURRENDER, 



DOCTOR Johnson would fcarcely have 
endured to read even the lift of words that 
I have given to this article, as nearly fyno- 
nymous ; the fecond of them being a new- 
ly introduced one, to which innovation he 
would not, I think, have contentedly sur- 
rendered his judgment^ or submitted 
his opinion : yet it is fo neat a word, fo 
elegant, fo eafUy underftood as being of 
Roman original ; and I am fo defirous of 
implanting a preference of thofe to the Teu- 
tonic phrafes, that I can hardly perfuade 
myfelf to yield even to the ailments I am 
well aware he would have ufed. Speaking 
of iflands given up by one nation to ano- 
ther, when peace is made, what word can 
be fo proper to call them by, as the iflancfo 
newly ceded to Great Britain ? The verbs 

however are not fynonymous j we fay. Will 

D d 3 the 
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the French yield or no ? will they sub- 
MIT when they fee their nation's wicked- 
nefs provoke all Europe into league againfl: 
them ? or will they give a proof againft 

m 

thcmfelve* ? — in as much as we sffe morally 
fpre no king would thus f^rvey his mutilated 
empire with mad ludifFerence, but, jecoUed- 
ing hi? QWTi and his fon s intereft in the 
cpuntry, fave wh^t remained in time, be» 
fore all power, pf renpYatipn (hould be loft ; 
vrhile thefe men having no other means of 
tranfii^itting their na;nes to pofteritj, go on 
till adlual ruin overwhelm? thein, and in- 
ftead of CEDING feme places to purchafe 
quiet pofleflion of the reft, drive forwar4 
till they become forced to surrender 
yi^holly at their ingerxfed enemy's discretion, 
perhaps to fee their nativ? land divided — if 
not deftroyed : — and this is done under th? 
mafk of patriotifm, in good time ! and pure 
love of their country ! 

\Vbat a perverfion of language ! 

ZANT. 
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ZANY, JACK-PUDDEN, BUFFOON; 
MERRY-ANDREW. 



THE third of thefe is the true and tran- 
fcendental word, for which all the reft are 
mere familiar appellatives. Our two firft 
are more nearly related than they think for, 
as I believe zani is of Venetian etymo- 
logy; Skinner himfelf derives it fromGio- 
vanni, but forgets to fay that thofe . who, 
firft ufed the laft fyllable as a tender abbre- 
viation by the grammatical figure apha;- 
refis, were natives of that diftridt whofe 
gentle inhabitants foften every thing into 
a Aiding, pronunciation, delighting to call 
Sau Giorgio, Sanzorzo ; the Judaica, la Zue-^ 
ca J with a thoufand more* Buffoonery too 
is in its lugheft perfedfcion at Venice, and 
their zaki, Pagliazzo, or Macaroni, is far 

D d 4 lefs 



4o» BRITISH SYNONYMY. 

lefs grofsly diverting than our Englifh 

JACK-PUDDEN, the ScOtch MFRRY-AN- 

DREW, or French jean-potagjet. One 
of the papers in Addifon's Spectator tells us 
how every nation calls their Buffo by the 
name of fome favourite difh ; they call him 
likewilc Irjr the name moft familiar m con- 
Vcrfation — Jack or Pierrot^ ot as we did 
Totiy^ when Anthony was a comtadtier 
name than now — and za'ni fe is near to 
ytfbn as Hans is, which we know iioto^s 
from ytbannes^ as zani from zoanni, 
corrupted zani. Our Britifh critic how- 
ever, thinks that Macaroni, Potage, and 
Pudden, are the merry fellows' names, be- 
caufe they are excellent for repairing the 
ipirltSf no doubt, and animating that lan- 
guor, which once permitted to faften upon 
the mind, quits it no more ; but taking 
firm hold of a favourite foil, exerts thofe 
powers of reprodudJon, once falfely afcribed 
to lead^ fymbol of dulnefs in the mineral 

world— 
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world — ^where mercury makes the oppofite ; 
as in the fecial worlds— M/r/i&. 

While fuch is life^ how happy are thofc 
countries where, people who have a mind tO 
laiigh^ kugjh as in Italy, at zani, or Polici^ 
nello^ inffead of deriding with bittemefs the 
foibles of their neighbours, heightening rail« 
lery into ridicule, and making men no way 
deficient in virtue or in learning, from fome 
trifling fault in their perfons or drefs pier^ 
haps, 

A prdper figure for the &:ind of Scorn 
To point hift flow and moving finger at I 
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ZEALOUS, EARNEST, IMPORTUNATE, 



ARE words and qualities very nearly 
rilied in fynonymy, though we never ufe 
the laft t)f them at all ; till our friends and 
advifers grow too zealous for civil endur- 
ance, 
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ande^ apd too earnest not to be exceflively * 
troublefome. Nothing can be 'a more cvi-^- 
dent'brcach of good mannersi than the im-^' 
lORTUNATE preffing a companion to do^ 
any thing t^t he has twice refofed^ althcmghx 
apparently for his benefit or pleafure, ,not» 
eiir own, folicidng one's friend to eat, drink, ^ 
dance^ ride, fmg,^or the like. - 

Some ill-bred people do, however, carry 
Aeir diftreffingvehetiience ftilt further, urg-*- 
ing thofe who come unluckily within -the- 
fcope of their pretended regard-r-to buy or 
fell eftatesj to iparry, or forbear marring, 
as fuits the folicitor's notion of his neigh- 
beur-s intereft, or of general propriety. Nor 
can the beft-informed Romanifts readily 
prevail upon thcmfelves to forbear ftrong 
and EARNEST, though often very ill-timed, 
and worfe managed, exhortations to mem- 
bers .pf any Chriftian church — not their own 
r-for a change of opinion indifpeiifable as 
they think it to our future felicity. Nor 

are 
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are thefe folicitations wholly difinterefted, 
or, as I would fain have hoped they were, 
merely ZEALOUS : while many moral faults, 
faults I mean committed againfl morality, ^ 
are by them fuppofed to receive free pardon 
in confequence of one profelyte made over, 
— not to Chriftlanity ; but from one fe& of 
Chrillians to another — ^Vain imagination ! 



^ 



ZONE, GIRDLE, CIRCyiT, 5OUNPARY, LIMIT. 



ril put 9 GIRDLE round about the earth 

' ■' 

In forty minutes, 

■» - ■ ♦ 

SAYS Nimble Puck, in the Midfummer 
Night's Dream : but Oberon fpared him^th? 
emplpjment, recolleding probably, that it 
was already put there, and known by name 
of the torrid zone, which certainly does 
form a circuit, binding our terraqueous 
glpbe, and fixing from its middle line called 

the 
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the equator, degrees of ktitude, and juft 
tiMrts, Tvheace menftiration of Ijpace, if 
not of time too,, may be taken. 

Uffttcr duse ititA to^huA toddea^iK fimftiA 

Parte fecant zoftayquittta cfE sirdentior tUifr} 
Sk onus indafixm nuncro dUUnxk eodem, 
Cora Dcy totidemq^oe plagas.tellure premuntur» 

But though the five zones ad as boun- 
daries without doubt, the words are by 
so means fynonjmpus: a lady's oirdlb» 
or fafh, may jeftingly be called her zone, 
p^haps in allufion to antiquity and poetic 
ufage ; but we fay the li mits of an empire, 
the BOUNDARIES of a parifh, and tell how 
Lord Anfon or Captain Cook made the 
CiRCtriT of the globe. 

Meantime, fince that portion <>f the hea- 
vens which prefents itfelf to our obfervation, 
5|ttd that earth which k given us to inhabit, 
are all circumfcribcd by fome limits, and 
fbbjctacd to fome regular boundahies ; 

not 
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BOt to ht pafled without danger of confii^ 
ikm and dtforder^ fatal to the whole aftr6- 
nomic worM : let us never ceafe to wonder 
at thofe writers who encourage the pcefent 
race of political madmen in their frenzy^ 
and ieem to enjoy as fport the confequences 
of a mania, new in its appearance, danger- 
ous in its fymptoms, dreadful in its eSedg 
upon the moral world ;*-*a frenzy which 
profeiTes, as thofe very vmters acknowledge, 
^* openly to avow, what once it was daring 
but to think upon ;" while the fame author 
fays mod truly, mod folemnly, mod fubr 
limely, — ^** That the minds of men are in 
movement from the Boryfthenes to the At- 
lantic — that obfcure murmiu's gather and 
fwell into a tempeft«-that what but an in^ 
'ftant before feemed firm, and fpread for 
many a league like a floor of folid marblc> 
at once with a tremendous noife gives way ; 
long fiffures fpread in every direi^n, and 
2 the 
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(he air refounds with the clafh of floating 
^rs^gments which every hour are broken 
from the msSsJ^ Yet does thia fame author 
counfel the continuance of that coiidudt 
which fhatters thus, and thus endeavours to 
confound God's fair creation, while it de- 
lues his providence. 

• ^ Go on^^ fays fhe, ^^ generous nation! be 
our model I go on to dejlroy the empire of 

m 

prejudices^ that empire of gigantic Jbadows^ 
which are formidable only while they arc 
not attacked. The genius of philofophy is 
walking abroad." — But I will tranfcribe no 
more. 

Terrified with this new flaming Phaeton 
that thus aefluates the temperate, as the fun 
never heated even the torrid zone, with 
facrilegious fury, I can but deprecate the 
hour when chaftifement fhall afliime its 
right, and long endurance end in exemplary 
punifhment — An hour which as expectants 

8 of 
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■of the dreadfiif fcehe, \vhile mankind fear, 

m ... 

they muft hope too : for if it never (hould 
arrive, worfe will enfue, — A genius is 
abroad; the genius of anarchy, obfcunty 
and barbarifm/ 

She comes, (he comes ! the fable throne bchoM 
Of Night primaeval and of Chaos old ! 
Before her, fancy's gilded clotids decay. 
And all its varying rainbows fade avray. 
Wit (hoots in vain its momentary fires, 
The meteor falls, and in t flafii expires. 
Kh one by one at dread Medea's ftrain. 
The fick'ning ftars fade off th' ethettal plain ; 
As Argus' eyes, by Hermes' wand oppreft, 
Clos'd one by one to everlafting reft ; 
Thus at \itxfelt approach, and fecret mi^ht. 
Art after art goes out ; and all is night. 
See flculking Truth to her old cavern fled. 
Mountains of cafuiftry heaped o'er her head ; 
Philofophy, which lean'd on Hea/n before. 
Shrinks to her fecond caufe, and is no more ; 
Religion blufliing veils her facred fires. 
And unawares Morality expires. 

Net 
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Nor public flame, nor private dajrei to 
Nor humao fpark is left, nor glimpfe dirine. 
Lo I thy dread empire. Chaos, is reftor'd, 
li^ dies before thy unereating word, 
Iliy hand, great aharch f lets the curtiiB ^Ulf 
And oniTcrfid darkneis buries all.^ 
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